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Michael R Turner, Ohio HVC-304, The Capitol

Ranking Member U . S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Washington, DC 20515
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Elise M Stefanik, New York

Markwayne Mullin, Oklahoma

Trent Kelly, Mississippi

Darin LaHood, Illinois

Brian Fitzpatrick, Pennsylvania August 8, 2022

Mike Gallagher, Wisconsin

Kevin McCarthy, California

Republican Leader
The Honorable Christopher A. Wray
Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
935 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20535

Dear Director Wray:

According to recent news reports, Members of Congress have learned that as Director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation you ordered a raid on former President Donald J. Trump's
personal residence.

In the history of our country, this action is unprecedented. As the Ranking Member on
the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, I am unaware of any actual or alleged
national security threat posed by any information, data, or documents in the possession of former
President Trump.

Congress deserves immediate answers from you as to the actions you ordered. I hereby
request an immediate briefing by you to Members of the House Permanent Select Committee on

Intelligence concerning any national security threats used to justify your decision

Sincerely,
VWb 2/ .

Michael R. Turner
Ranking Member
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Mike Gallagher, Wisconsin

Kevin McCarthy, California
Republican Leader

The Honorable Christopher A. Wray
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

935 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20535

Dear Director Wray:

Yesterday, agents with the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) conducted a search of
former President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence, purportedly based upon a referral from the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) to investigate former President Donald
Trump’s handling of classified White House records.! Former Archivist David Ferriero confirmed
that NARA had been in communication with the Department of Justice over records that were
previously transferred from President Trump because classified information was allegedly found
within those boxes.? In addition, press reports indicate that Jay Bratt, the chief of the
counterintelligence and export control section of the Department of Justice (DOJ) held a meeting in
June with President Trump’s attorneys about any additional materials being stored in Mar-a-Lago.>

I would assume that an escalation of this magnitude — for the Bureau to obtain a court
ordered-search warrant and conduct an unannounced search, for the first time in our country’s
history, to seize documents stored at a former President’s residence — would indicate that the Federal
government perceived something in those documents posed a serious, ongoing threat to our national
security. As such, the evidentiary basis presented to the court to justify the necessity of this warrant
is of keen interest to the investigative and legislative activities of this Committee.* Other matters of
interest to this Committee include whether any formal criminal referral was made by NARA related
to what was ultimately seized by the FBI yesterday. In addition, to understand the severity of the risk
to our national security posed by the seized materials, this Committee is interested in a complete
inventory of all documents seized by the FBI, including a statement for each confirming that the
document is accurately categorized as a presidential record, and is not of a personal, business, or
political nature, and the classification of the information contained in the document.

Please produce all documents and communications responsive to these matters to the
Committee no later than August 24, 2022.

! Caroline Linton, Trump says Mar-a-Lago was ‘raided’ by FBI, CBS News (Aug. 9, 2022),
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/donald-trump-mar-a-lago-fbi-search-warrant-raid/.

2 Letter from David Ferriero, Archivist of the United States, to Carolyn B. Maloney, Chairwoman, H. Comm. on
Oversight & Reform (Feb. 18, 2022).

3 Kaitlan Collins et al., FBI Executes Search Warrant at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago in Document Investigation, CNN (Aug. 9,
2022), https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/08/politics/mar-a-lago-search-warrant-fbi-donald-trump/index html.

4 H. Rule X, clause 11(c)(2).
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In addition, it is therefore necessary that you preserve all relevant documents and
communications that may refer or relate to this matter, including those on official governmental
accounts and on personal, non-governmental accounts. Specifically, this preservation request should
be construed as an instruction to preserve all documents, communications, and other information,
including electronic information and metadata, that is or may be potentially responsive to a
congressional inquiry, request, investigation, or subpoena that may be initiated or otherwise
undertaken by a committee of Congress or any other investigative entity.

For purposes of this request, “preserve’” means securing and maintaining the integrity of all
relevant documents, communications, and other information, including electronic information and
metadata, by taking reasonable steps to prevent the partial or full destruction, alteration, testing,
deletion, shredding, incineration, wiping, relocation, migration, theft, mutation, or negligent or
reckless handling that could render the information incomplete or inaccessible. This includes
preserving all compilations of documents that have already been gathered in response to requests,
even if copies of individual documents may still exist elsewhere in the agency. I further request that
you or your designee:

1. Exercise reasonable efforts to identify and notify all relevant individuals, including
current and former employees, officials, detailees, contractors, subcontractors, and
consultants who may have had access to potentially relevant information that they should
preserve and return such information to the FBI;

2. Exercise reasonable efforts to identify, recover, and preserve any potentially relevant
electronic information that has been deleted or marked for deletion but is still
recoverable;

3. Remind all relevant individuals, including current and former employees, officials,
detailees, contractors, subcontractors, and consultants that any federal records sent or
received using a nonofficial account must be forwarded to the agency for proper
archiving, and forward all such material in your possession; and

4. If it is the routine practice of yours, or any relevant individuals, including current and
former employees, officials, detailees, contractors, subcontractors, or consultants to
destroy or otherwise alter potentially relevant information, either halt such practices as
they relate to the potentially relevant information or arrange for the preservation of
complete and accurate duplicates (including metadata) of such documents,
communications, or other information.

Please advise in writing as to how you will ensure all records relevant to this matter will be
preserved. Thank you for your attention to this request.

Sincerely,
: : ﬂ GZ..:.-\

Michael R. Turner
Ranking Member
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X

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 10, 2022

PRESS BRIEFING
BY PRESS SECRETARY KARINE JEAN-PIERRE

James S. Brady Press Briefing Room

(August 10, 2022)

3:05 P.M. EDT

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Good afternoon, everybody.

Q Hi, Karine.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Hi, Peter. (Laughter.) You're like that kid in the class.

Q What kid?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: You're like --

I m expecting an apple -- like a nice, shiny red apple.

Q Next briefing.
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MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Okay. All right.

Okay. So, moments ago, the President signed the Instruments of Ratification for the Accession Protocols to NATO for
Finland and Sweden.

Before the signing, the President spoke with Swedish Prime Minister Andersson and Finnish President Niin- -- Niinistd --
Niinistd? -- okay, Niinistd -- to emphasize the United States’ strong support for their decisions to apply for NATO
membership and reiterate that the United States will continue to work with our NATO Allies to quickly bring Sweden and
Finland into the greatest defensive alliance in history.

Finland and Sweden will make NATO stronger and deepen the transatlantic partnership at a time when Putin's invasion of
Ukraine has shattered peace and security in Europe, and fundamentally disrupted the rules-based international order.

As the President said, this is a watershed moment for our Alliance and for the greater security and stability of the world.

As you all saw this morning, today the President signed the CHIPS and Science Act, which will supercharge our efforts to
make semiconductors here in America, which power everything from our smartphones, to dishwashers, to automobiles.

You have heard us talk about the economic and national security benefits of this bill for months now, but I wanted to lift up
one new story that we heard from the President directly today and from Joshua Aviv directly today, the founder and CEO
of SparkCharge.

‘We know this bill is going to help major companies, like Micron, Intel, General Motors, Ford, and so many more. But when
Joshua introduced the President today, we also heard how the CHIPS and Science Act will help young, diverse, and self-
starting entrepreneurs as well.

Joshua's company, SparkCharge, is the first mobile, ultra-fast charger for electric vehicles, and he also started “Currently,”
which delivers a charge directly to u- -- to EV owners on the road. He manufactures all the products his company needs at
their fa- -- factory in Buffalo, New York. And the CHIPS and Science bill will help Joshua build and grow his business.

As the President said today, this is a once-in-a-generation law that invests in America itself, a law that the American people
should be proud of.

Also, as you may have seen yesterday, the -- Secretary Blinken was in South Africa and he announced the new U.S.
Strategy Toward Sub-Saharan Africa.

This strategy articulates our new vision for a 21st century U.S.- African partnership. It recognizes the tremendous, positive
opportunity that exist to advance shared interests along our African partners, and it reframes and recognize Africa’s

importance to U.S. national security interests.

This strategy also parallels many of the themes we look forward to addressing in December at the U.S.-Africa Leaders
Summit here -- right here in Washington, D.C.

‘We encourage you to review the full strategy and factsheet posted on the White House website.
And lastly, the average national gas price -- I know you guys love us talking about gas prices going down -- dropped below
$4 per gallon according to a leading market analyst. That s delivering over $100 a month in vital relief to American families

with two cars.

This is the fastest decline in gas prices in over a decade -- nearly a dollar drop in just 56 days -- with gas prices dropping
every single day this summer.
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The most common price at gas stations today is $3.79. And drivers in five states can now find gas below 2 dollars and 99
dol- -- g9 cents per gallon from at least one gas station.

President Biden promised he would address Putin’s price hike at the ba- -- at the pump, and he has. He is releasing 1
billion barrels of oil a day from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve. He is rallying -- rallying international partners to release
an unprecedent amount of oil. And under President Biden s leadership, U.S. oil production is up and on track toreach a
record high.

More work remains, but prices are coming down, and the President will continue to call on domestic and international oil
producers to increase output so that they can continue to come down.

With that, Zeke, you want to take us away?

Q Allright. Thanks, Karine. Just briefly, at the earlier CHIPS signing, the President had several -- several coughing
episodes. Is it possible to get an update from his physician about his -- his status after his recovery from COVID, please?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So, as you know, we shared his -- his negative test today. Hes -- he has tested negative Saturday,
Sunday, and Monday, and now today.

‘We have also said many times, I think, during the briefing when we were talking about his COVID case, that he experiences
coughs from time to time, independent of him getting COVID. And what he s experiencing right now is the lingering effects
of COVID, which is something I m sure many of us who have had COVID have -- have been -- have endured or had to deal
with. And so, that s what you re seeing at this time.

Q And so, no update from the physician --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No, there’s no update needed. We had actually said that this was a possibility. We had been clear
about that. We actually shared that he has an inhaler that he uses from time to time because he has -- he has experienced
coughs, as you ve heard him from even before COVID that he has dealt with.

And -- and basically what you re seeing right now is lingering effects of that. And we have talked -- we spoke to the doctor
about this, and that s what he relayed to us specifically.

Q On a different topic, the FBI has served a search warrant on the former President s residence in Florida. Was the
President or anyone at the White House aware of that search warrant? Or had -- has anyone at the White House or the
President been briefed in the aftermath of that search warrant being executed?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No. The President was not briefed, did not -- was not aware of it. No. No one at the White House
was given a heads up. No, that did not happen.

Q Isthe White House at all concerned, given the domestic political climate but also the signal that it sends to the rest of
the world, that the Department of Justice carried out this sort of operation on a former President, that it could even be --
create the appearance of a politically motivated prosecutor?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So, first off, and you ve heard us say this many times at this podium, you ve heard the President say
this: The Justice Department conducts investigations independently, and we leave any law enforcement matters to them.
It would not be appropriate for us to comment on any ongoing investigations.

I can say that President Biden has been unequivocal since the campaign: He believes in the rule of law, in the independence

of Justice Depar- -- of the Justice Department investigations, that those investigations should be free from political
influence. And he has held that commitment as President.
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I want to also remind you all of what he said on January 7th of 2021 when he then nominated Merrick Garland to be the
Attorney General, and I quote:

“We need to restore the honor, the integrity of the independence of the Department of Justice in this nation that has been
so badly damaged. And so many former leaders of that department, in both parties, have so testified” and that -- “and
stated that. I want to be clear to those who lead this department who you will serve. You won't work for me. You are not
the President or the Vice President’s lawyers. Your loyalty is not me. It’s to the law, the Constitution, the people of this
nation to guarantee justice.” End quote.

So I would refer you to the Department of Justice.

Q And then, just lastly, does the White House or the President believe it would be helpful, both domestically and the
signal that sends abroad, for the Department of Justice to be more open about the reasons for that search warrant -- the
underlying evidence there?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Again, this is not something I m going to comment on today or from here at all. This goes to the
Department of Justice, and that s where I refer you to.

Q Karine? Thank you. The President this morning stressed that the CHIPS Act will create jobs, will grow the economy:.
But when will Americans feel the impact of this legislation? When will this law impact supply chains? When might prices go
down because of this?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So Secre- -- Secretary Raimondo actually spoke to this a little bit, and the department is already
taking steps to set up the office that will implement the bill. And so we Il -- we 1l have more details on that -- on that soon.

But we are working hand-in-hand with private companies who are already announcing new investments here at home
because we passed this bill. We had said for many months that we needed to send that signal for companies who were

making decisions by the end of the summer.

So, by passing this and now the President signing this, we have sent that signal. So, there, you see companies working on
that -- private companies.

So, Intel is going to break ground on next-gen semiconductor factories in central Ohio in early fall. So that is certainly a
step forward.

Micron is announcing a $40 billion investment in memory chip manufacturing, which will create up to 40,000 new jobs.

And Qualcomm and GlobalFoundries are announcing a new partnership, including $4.2 billion in chips manufacturing.
Qualcomm will increase U.S. chip manufacturing by up to 50 percent.

Just giving you a little bit of already what s happening. And we Il have more specifics on when we 1l see a direct effect.

Q And on this raid, I understand you re underscoring the independence of the Justice Department, but just politically and
in terms of the optics of this, are you concerned at all about how it looks for the Justice Department to be investigating and
raiding the home of the former President, who may very well be the current President s rival in 2024?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Again, we re just not going to comment on any ongoing investigations from here.

Q And to Republicans who say it reeks of politics?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Look, Il say this: You know, the President and the White House learned about this FBI search from
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public reports. We learned, just like the American public did yesterday, and we did not have advance notice of this activity.

President Biden has been very clear from before he was elected President and throughout his time in office that the Justice
Department conducts its investigations independently. He believes in the rule of law and what -- we are nations of law --
are a nation of law.

And he -- again, we defer any incoming on this particular incident yesterday to the Department of Justice.

Q Tofollow up on that, Karine, Republicans have said that they will probe this raid if they take over the House or the
Senate after the November elections. What s the White House s reaction to that?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Again, I m just not going to comment on any reaction to what happened yesterday. We are going to
refer any incoming to the Department of Justice.

Q Okay. But that s not really about DOJ. It s more about what might be coming your way if the election does not go your
way in November.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: That s a hypothetical, and I m just not going to entertain it at this time.

Q And another topic. The House is meeting on Friday to vote about the Inflation Reduction Act. Assuming that they go
ahead and pass the bill, what are the President s plans for signing that?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Well, no plans at this moment to share with all of you. As you know, there s some -- there s an

enrollment process; it takes some time before the bill can get signed. I have nothing to share at this time on what that
looks like.

So we just are looking forward. We are grateful for what the Senate was able to do just a couple of days ago. And we are
looking forward to the House passing it so that we can deliver for the American people.

Go ahead, and then I'll come back to you.

Q Just to follow up on the Republican criticism of this search warrant that was executed on Mar-a-Lago, does the
President believe that the Justice Department acted accordingly here?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: That is not -- I1l say -- I 1l say this again: That s up for the Department of Justice to decide. It is --
when it comes to the criminal investigation, it is independent. And they make that decision.

Q And has the White House been told whether or not Attorney General Garland signed off on the search warrant himself?
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: We learned about this, the President learned about this just like you all did, through the public
reports. And we learned about this just like the American people did.

Q Soyou dont know whether or not Garland signed off on it?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I dont have anything more to share.

So we -- like I said, we didnt lear- -- we did not know about this, and we have not been briefed on this. We learned about
this just like the public -- just as you all were reporting it, through the public reports.

Q And on the President’s agenda, how does he plan to use the string of wins that he s had lately and that Democrats have

had lately to turn it into a sense of momentum -- not just for his own low approval ratings, but also to help Democrats in the
midterm elections?
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MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So, look, you know, what we have seen this past week and, I would argue, the past 18 months has
been a president who has a legislative success -- more legislative success than any modern President.

If you think about the American Rescue Plan, if you think about the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, if you think about

what s going on with CHIPS, what s happening with the Inflation Reduction Act that s -- we are grateful for, and it looks like
it s going to be passing out of the House in a couple of days, and so much more -- burn pits -- all of these successes certainly
is something that the President has talked about for many years.

If you look specifically at the Inflation Reduction Act and those components that are incredibly popular, when you think
about how the American people feel about these -- about lowering costs -- energy costs; lowering premiums -- healthcare
premiums -- these are things -- and especially the Medicare to be able to negotiate -- these are things that Democrats have
been fighting for for 34 yvears. And -- and special interest groups have said no and have not allowed -- you know, have

[not] allowed congressional members to work really hard and pass bills to lower those costs for American people.

And finally, what we have seen this week is a win -- is a win for the American public. And so, the President, the Vice
President, Cabinet Secretaries, congressional members are certainly going to be out there talking to the American people,
talking about -- about these wins for them that we -- that we were able to work together on.

And so, that s what you re going to see in the upcoming weeks. And you have congressional Democrats right now in their
districts talking about this particular bill and others -- CHIPS as well -- in their district and talking about how they were
able to deliver.

Q And does the President think he Il get a boost from this?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I mean, look, I think our focus is always on delivering for the American people. This is a President
who has been in office for some time. A lot of the components that we have seen delivered are things that he has fought for
since he was a senator. And when you think about lowering prescription drugs, that's something that's incredibly personal
to him, and that s what matters. What matters right now is the work that we re doing, which are very popular -- the
components, the legislation are very popular with the American public. And that s going to be our focus.

Q The Archivist said in a letter to the Justice Department in February that classified material apparently was taken from
this building down to Mar-a-Lago in Florida. What s the President s reaction to that general notion?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I'm -- I m not going to comment further from here from what I said. This is a -- this is a criminal
investigation that the Department of Justice is running, and I leave it to them to speak to it.

Q The President is the original classification authority; all of it stems from him personally. He has no specific reaction to
the way that classified material was apparently handled in this case?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Again, this is a criminal investigation that the Department of Justice is independently running. We
will leave it to them to speak to this.

Q Once more on this question of the general reaction to what has happened since yesterday. Does the President feel that
the FBI's legitimacy and its decision-making, the way that it handled this, is on the line now?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: The President has been very clear. I read his quote from when he -- on January 7th in 2021, when
he nominated Merrick Garland, and how he felt the importance of not politicizing the Department of Justice, the
importance of having that independence. And soI leave the -- I leave the quote that I read to -- to all of you just moments
ago to you.

Q Separately, the President visited -- well, we know that the Speaker of the House was here visiting with the President
today. Did they discuss the Speaker s visit to Taiwan?
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MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I have not seen the President since the event, soI cant speak to that at this time.
Go ahead.

Q Thanks, Karine. Do you consider Donald Trump to be a political rival of President Biden?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I m not going to speak to that from here.

Q But you talk about Trump all the time. So do you consider him to be --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Mm, I dont talk about Trump all the time.

Q “Ulira MAGA.” You guys were criticizing his handling of COVID last week. You ve mentioned his January 6th
response a couple days ago.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No --

Q Socan you say, based on all that -- I didnt say anything about Mar-a-Lago. I m just asking you if you consider the
President to be --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I m -- I'm saying, from here, I m not going to comment on it.

Q Does the President still want to -- think that he would be very fortunate to run against Trump in 2024, like he has said
before?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Again, I m not going to comment on --
Q It’sjust--it’sjusta--
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: -- I'm not --

Q -- a quote from the President: In “the next election, I'd be very fortunate if I had that same man running against me.”
Does he still think that?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: AllI can tell you, Peter, is that the President intends to run in 2024.
Q Isthere a concern here that if you guys don t say more than these Republicans -- who are accusing this White House of
weaponizing the Justice Department, weaponizing the FBI -- are, that that’s going to become the public sentiment, if you

guys dont say once and for all, “We are not doing that”?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: First -- first of all, we re just not going to comment on the Department of Justice investigation. We're
just --

Q Okay, but I'll make it easier. Are --
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: We’re just not going to comment on that.
Q Is this White House weaponizing the Justice Department and the FBI against a political -- against political opponents?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: The President has been very clear from before he was elected, very clear on this. Hold on.
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Q It’sjust --
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Throughout his time in office --

Q He is President now. I heard the quote. We will be playing the quote tonight at 6 oclock. Is this administration
weaponizing the Justice Department and the FBI against political opponents?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Peter, the President believes in the rule of law. The President believes in the independence of the
Department of Justice.

Q That's -- that’s a yes or no.
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No, that is --
Q Just, is the White House --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No, it’s a yes-no for you. I'm answering the question. You may not like it, but I'm answering the
question.

Q I'm just --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: And Im s- -- no. No. I'm answering the question, and --

Q I'mjust trying to figure out what’s happening --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: -- I'm telling you that we are not going to comment on a criminal investigation. The President has
been very clear. I laid out what his thoughts were back on January 7th in 20- -- in 2021, about how he saw the
Department of Justice. And I m just going to leave it there.

‘We re not going to comment from here, from this White House, on a criminal investigation that is currently happening.

Q And just one more about the Inflation Reduction Act. Who around here decided that Americans were crying out for
more interaction with the IRS?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I -- I dont understand your question. You have to say more.

Q Doyou think it s going to be popular when the 87,000 new employees hired by the IRS go around and start auditing
people to pay for the Inflation Reduction Act?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Soits very clear. The IRS Commissioner was very clear on this. He said that -- on the record, that
this only will -- it will only apply to those earning over $400,000. The Commissioner said, and I quote, “These resources
are absolutely not about increasing audit scrutiny on small businesses or middle-income Americans. As we have been
planning, our investment of these enforcement resources is designed around... Treasury[’s] directive that audit rates will
not rise relative to recent years for households making under $400,000.” So this is --

Q Sono audits?
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: This is focused on those who are, you know, corporate, wealthy tax cheats that Republicans --
congressional Republicans wanted to defend. That’s who they wanted to defend. They wanted to defend those corporate

tax cheats. This is not about -- this is not about that. This is not about folks who make less than $400,000.

Q Sonew audits on anybody making under $400,000 a year?
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MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No. Very clear, no.
Hey, Monica. Welcome to the briefing room.

Q Hi. Thank you very much. Former Vice President Pence called on the Attorney General to provide a full accounting of
the FBI search at Mar-a-Lago. Is that something the White House would support?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I m not going to comment on the depart- -- I m not going to comment on this. Its going to -- I'd refer
you to the Department of Justice.

Q And has the President spoken with the Attorney General today?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Im -- I'm just not going to speak further on any -- any conversations. There s no calls for me to

preview.

Again, I'm just not going to comment on any ongoing criminal investigations.

Q When it comes to student loans and the current pause on the payments -- they re set to expire at the end of the month
-- a lot of borrowers told us that they feel they ve been left in limbo, making it difficult to plan financially. Is there any
update on that expected? When can they expect that? And would it possibly just be another extension, or what else is on
the table for that?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Sothe President spoke to this when he was asked, I think about two weeks ago, about the student
loan and his decision. He said by “the end of August.” So we re still kind of at the beginning, getting into the middle of
August. So when he s ready to make that decision, we will let you know.

Q And what would you say to the borrowers that these --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So--

Q -- three-month extensions are making it --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: -- I'll -- I'll say -- I'll say this --

Q -- very complicated --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: -- and we have been very clear on this: Like, the President understands how student loans could
affect a family and -- and how the pressure of that can really be a lot and put a lot of weight on a family s purse or economic
situation. So, we understand that. He is making -- he is going to make his decision on this, and when he has something to

say, we will share that.

Q And just finally on Ukraine: What is the White House understanding of the situation at the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Power
Plant?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: The -- which -- which power plant?
Q Zaporizhzhia.
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Oh, I spoke to this yesterday during -- during the gaggle. Basically, what we said then is that -- what

1 said yesterday is that we continue to closely monitor the situation at the ZNPP. The Department of Energy and the
National Nuclear Security Administration report that radiation sensors are continuing to provide data. And -- and
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thankfully, we have seen no indications of increased or abnormal radiation levels.

‘We also are aware of reports of mistreatment of N- -- ZNPP staff and applaud the Ukrainian authorities and oper- --
operators for their commitment to nuclear safety and security under trying circumstances.

Fighting near a nuclear plant is dangerous, and we continue to call on Russia to cease all military operations at or near
Ukrainian nuclear facilities and return full control to Ukraine.

For our part, we will continue to support the efforts of the International Atomic Energy Agency to fulfill its techn- --its
technical safeguards mandate to assist Ukraine with nuclear safety and security measures across its nuclear facilities.

Go ahead.
Q Thanks, Karine. President Biden is scheduled to leave town for South Carolina tomorrow. Can we get any details on

how long he 1l be away on vacation, what he Il be doing?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I -- I dont have more to share on that. I m sure as -- as the days go by, we Il share more about what
-- what the timing will be. I just dont have any anything for you to share at this time on his schedule.

Q And would he -- I know you spoke to this before, but would he come back from that to sign the reconciliation bill?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Well, you know, first, we -- we got to -- we re going to work closely with the House to get that passed
in the next couple of days. And once we have more to share, we will share your -- his schedule, if that changes.

Q Canyou talk alittle about the CPI data tomorrow -- what your expectations are, what you guys are looking at?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Yep. So, as you know, the President has -- his -- the President s number one priority is to making
sure that America- -- that we lower costs for American families. That s what we have been saying the past couple of
months, especially as it relates to inflation. We laid out our -- our plan on what that would look like.

So, we haven t seen the data yet for tomorrow. We know that gas prices have fallen --1 just listed that -- for 56 days
straight to below $4.00 nationwide. And we hope those gas price declines will factor in into the CPI inflation data. And
because of that, because of the work that the President has done these past several months, as I just mentioned earlier, we
have seen a decline -- a steep decline, a decline that we havent seen in more than a decade, saving families about --
families about 100 bucks a month.

But again, we havent -- not seen those numbers yet. And -- and so we Il see tomorrow what that holds.

Go ahead.

Q Hey, thanks, Karine. A question about the Affordable Care Act. Does the White House plan to respond in any way to
the Kelley v. Becerra lawsuit in Texas, which threatens provisions around preventive care?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I'm not going to respond to any lawsuits from here.
Okay. Anything else?

All right. Go ahead.

Q Tothe back?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I'll come to the back.
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Q Iknow that you've spoken about conversations -- or not commented on any conversations today with the Department
of Justice, but would the White House now rule out any briefings moving forward as this investigation continues, given the
accusations around any sort of partisanship impacting the investigation? I guess, the question --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Can you say more?

Q Sure. The question being: Is it -- is the -- moving forward, will the President or anybody from the White House be
engaged in any briefings with the Department of Justice over this search or the investigation?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: We are -- when it comes to a criminal investigation, that is the Department of Justice to -- to
investigate and deal with. We give them their independence on that.

Q But not -- but not clarifying whether or not there would be any sort of briefings -- whether any briefings would be
made between the Justice Department and the White House, and whether they will be made public if those briefings
happen?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No. I mean, this is not something -- again, they re independent. We are not -- we re not involved in
their criminal investigation. That is not something that we do here.

‘We give them their independence when it comes to that. And sowe leave it -- we leave it to the Department of Justice.

So, any particulars, any specifics on what they re going to do next or -- or anything to that fashion, I would refer you to the
Department of Justice.

Q I want to ask student loans just one more time. The way this was described previously in reporting and just in
conversations about it, even in this room, is around cancellation and a possible extension when it comes to a decision being
made before August. And the President has said that, that a decision would be made before August.

Is it possible that that decision is just limited to whether or not there is an extension or not, and cancellation or any sort of
relief is left for another time?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Sowhen it comes to the -- to the pause -- I know there s the pause and the cancellation -- we haven t
made a decision yet, so I m just going to go to -- go to the pause first.

The Department of Education will communicate directly with borrowers about the end of the payment pause when a
decision is made. So, again, no decisions have been made.

‘When it comes to the cancellation -- look, I just said the President understands firsthand the burden -- the burden that
student loan has on families, it puts on families. And we re just going to continue to assess our options for cancellations. So,
no decisions have been made on that yesterday [yet]. And the President has made clear it will -- hell have something

before August 31st.
Q And would any decision impact public and private -- students of both public and private?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I'm just not going to get into specifics. Once we have more, we'll share that with all of you.

Go ahead.

Q Thanks, Karine. Homeland Security announced yesterday that it is ending the Remain in Mexico policy, so I just
wanted to see if the White House has any reaction to that.

Also, I m wondering, too, if you can talk a little bit about the timing of this decision. The Supreme Court ruled in June --

late June -- that the administration had the authority to eliminate the program. So I m just wondering: What took so long?
Did the President want it to be done earlier?
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MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So, as we have said before, the Migrant Protection Protocol -- MPP policy -- under the prior
administration was flawed, it was inhumane, and it was ineffective.

Now that the lower court s order requiring us to continue the policy has been lifted -- that happened just yesterday -- the
Department of Homeland Secur- -- Security has restarted efforts to terminate it.

So, it was -- we were waiting for the lower court, and it made that decision yesterday.
So, any further detail, I would just refer you to them -- to the Department of Homeland Security.
Okay. Go ahead, in the back.

Q On -- so CPI inflation is coming out tomorrow, and I had a question on that. So, you ve pointed out the gas prices are
now falling. You said the government spending won t really affect inflation going forward. So, then, has the American
people seen inflation peak? And is it now coming back down?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Look, what I can tell you is -- I explained CPI. We dont -- we havent seen the number yet. Weve
seen the gas prices come down in the past 56 days, which is because of the work that this President has done. We hope to
see that is reflected in CPI, so we will see what that looks like tomorrow.

As -- as it relates to inflation as a whole, what I can speak to is the work that we have been doing and what we have -- you
know, what we -- the plan that we have put forth, including making sure the Federal Reserve has their -- has their
independence to make sure that they can do the work that they re doing and have -- they have the strongest monetary
policy to work on those things.

And, you know, it matters that the Inflation Reduction Act is going to -- is -- looks like it s going to pass. It matters because
we have 126 economists, both on the right and both on -- on -- on the “D” side -- Republican and Democrats, who have said
it is going to help fight inflation. That is important, including five Secretary -- Treasury Secretaries, also Democrats and
Rep- -- under Democrats and Republican administration.

So that s going to be incredibly important. And we re just going to continue to doing the work.

Yes, gas prices came down by a dollar per -- per gallon, but we understand that there s more work to do, and we re going to
continue to do that.

We leave -- any data, I l leave that -- we Il see how -- what the data looks like.

Q Onthe CHIPS Act, the Intel CFO says that they dont expect to see the money until the end of 2023. You know, so
then, the jobs the President is promising from this act, will they then have to wait until 2024 as the money cycles through?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Well, I mean, I was kind of clear on this, and we have been for the past several months, and I said this
moments ago: One of the things about passing the CHIPS Act and now signing into law, as you saw the President do today,
was sending that signal to private companies that we were -- we were going to -- we were going to take action to make sure
that investments were happening here -- right? -- to make sure that manufacturers were staying in America and that we
were being -- we were able to make sure that we were doing the work that our country needed to do to make sure that

we re leading -- leading across the globe.

And so that sent a signal to private companies. And that s why I was able to lay out what Intel is going to do, what Micron
is going to do, and Qualcomm and GlebalFoundries --

Q But when -- for those jobs? When will we see those jobs?
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MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Well, I think we Il have more to share. This is the question that I've kind of gotten, like, “When are --
when are the American people going to feel the impact -- impact?” We Il have details on that very soon.

In the meantime, we re taking steps to set up the office to get this done as quickly as possible. But I think what s important
here is that this commitment that we have made -- again, CHIPS -- bipartisan, very important; both Republicans and
Democrats came together to get this done -- shows a very loud message to private companies that we want to make sure
that we re investing in America and also can compete across -- across the globe.

Go ahead, Sebastian.

Q Thank you, Karine. So I m not asking you to comment on the Justice Department side of this, obviously, because I
know you can’t. But, politically, is the President, who is the country s leader -- is he confident that he has a plan to address
the way that a lot of Americans, maybe even a very large number of Americans, are being told and may now believe that
Donald Trump is being persecuted and the deep state is coming after you, that the IRS and the FBI are corrupt? All this
kind of stuff - - this is really believed, apparently, by, really, a lot of people.

He s the leader of the whole country, as he often says. Does he have a handle on this?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Your question is still asking me to comment on what s happening, right? By me answering, it is still
asking me a question to comment on it.

Q Not really.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Oh, absolutely. So I m going to stick to what I ve been saying, is that this is a criminal investigation
that s independent of -- to the DOJ, and we leave any inquiry, any questions about what is happening to the Department of
Justice.

Go ahead.

Q Thank you, Karine. One on NATOQ, one on Ukraine. The President urged the remaining seven NATO members to
complete ratification process for Finland and Sweden, as he said, “as quickly as possible.” What is desired timeframe when
he wants other leaders to complete the process? By the winter? By the end of the year?

And what s his message to those leaders -- leaders of those seven countries, including Turkey?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Sowe dont have a timeline to share. I think what you were hearing from the President is his strong
support, clearly, from -- not just from him, but from -- from Congress, from Americans about how we support the -- this

expansion, this ratification that we saw today with Sweden and Finland.

As I just laid out, he spoke to both of them. We, hopefully, have put out a readout by now, so youll hear directly from us on
how those conversations came -- have went.

And so, you know, we re going to continue to work with our Allies and partners to strengthen defense and deterrence and to
avoid -- to strengthen -- to strengthen that defense alliance.

It s one of the strongest that we have seen in modern times, and that s -- a lot of that is because of this President s
leadership. And so we re going to just continue to make sure that -- that we make our voice clear.

But I dont have a timeline to share. You know, the President speaks to his -- to the NATO members very regularly, as we
read out to all of you. But this is an important day. We think this is a very important day for NATO as we continue.
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Q On Ukraine, there has been a series of explosions at the Russian air force base in Crimea. It s not clear yet what
happened. But I m wondering if you consider Crimea a legitimate target for Ukraine when they use U.S.-provided
weapons.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So we are supportive of Ukraine s efforts, as you know, to defend its sovereignty and territory int- --
territory integrity, as we have said many times from here.

The fight has been in the east and the southwest of the country, and it s far from over. We have warned this could be a long
and protracted war.

‘We will continue to ensure that Ukraine can push back against Russia s unprovoked aggression, and that s going to be our
focus.

Q Sois a legitimate target or not?
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Say that one more time?

Q Sois the Crimea a legitimate target for Ukraine when they use U.S.-provided weapons? Because in the past, Pentagon
seems to -- seem to try to convince Ukraine not to use U.S.-provided weapon to attack Russia, Russian territory.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: SoI dont have anything else for you on this. I m saying to you that we are going to continue to
support Ukraine as they re fighting for their freedom, as they re fighting for their sovereignty, you know, against a brutal --
a brutal attack from Russia.

Go ahead, Jenny.

Q Thank you.

Q Karine -- thanks, Karine.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I'll come toyou. Go ahead, Jenny.

Q I know you said that you havent seen the President since the bill signing and his opportunities to speak with Speaker
Pelosi about his -- her Taiwan trip. Presumably, tomorrow they have another chance at the PACT Act signing. But since
you have talked with him about the trip since it happened, does he want to have a conversation with Speaker Pelosi about it
to hear what she s heard on the ground, what the Taiwanese government would want to see from the U.S. government?
Does -- is he seeking at all a conversation like that?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So, one thing I will -- I mean, they talk pretty regularly, right? This is the Speaker of the House and
the President. They have a friendship; they have a relationship. I dont have anything specific to read out about any
recent conversation on her trip.

‘What I can say is -- reiterate a little bit of what the President said yesterday when he was asked about the Speaker going,
and he said, you know, it was -- it was her right to go.

Again, we re going to reiterate this: It was her right to go. There was precedence for this. As we know, Newt Gingrich,
when he was Speaker, went a generation ago. And -- and, again, it does not change our policy, our One China policy. It
does not change any -- any of that.

And -- and so I will leave it to the Speaker. She spoke to this earlier today. She was on some -- one of your colleagues’
networks, talking about her trip, so I 1l let her speak to it directly.
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Q Does the President agree, since you just mentioned her appearances this morning, that President Xi Jinping is a “scared
bully” and “in a fragile place™?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I actually did not watch the interview. (Laughs.)
Q (Inaudible.)
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I know -- I know she was on -- I know she was on.

Look, she’s going to speak for herself. She is the Speaker. It is up to her to make decisions on where she will travel. It is
up to members of Congress to make that decision on where they will travel.

‘What we provide -- we provide a briefing on what the geopolitics looks like in the region, in that country, the national
security components of their particular specific trip. But we are not -- it’s -- and you've heard us say this this: It isa -- you
know, it is a co-equal branch of government but also separation of powers. And she has her right to make that trip. I will
let her speak to -- speak to it and how she feels about it. I cannot speak from -- on -- for her from here.

Q One more on Russia. My colleagues reported today that a merchant ship carrying military equipment passed Turkey’s
Bosphorus Strait on the way from Syria to Russia. And I'm wondering if you can give us an update on, you know, how
concerned the U.S. is about this, but also, was there any outreach to Turkish officials since it was a Turkish strait.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: We don't -- I -- we don’t have anything to share on that from here at this time.

Okay, I'm going to try and go to the back. Go ahead.

Q Karine, thank you.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No, (inaudible) -- I'm going to go to Phil?

Q Yeah.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Okay, I'm sorry.

Q The President campaigned on binding up the wounds of the country and restoring norms. And I'm wondering, two
years in, if the President believes that he has made progress in restoring the American public s faith in federal institutions.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Well, one of the things that we understand and the President understands -- and I ve been asked this
question in different variations, and it s pretty much the same. He -- you know, when he -- when he ran, he understood
that we were in a politic- -- politically polarized environment. He understand that it was going to be a lot of work to bring
people together. And I think the work continues, even in his first 18 months. There s still a lot of work to be done.

And, you know -- but he has been able to do some things that people said he couldn t be -- he couldnt do. Right? The
bipartisanship on the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, it brought the Right and the -- you know, the “R’s” and the “D’s” --
Republicans and Democrats together. That was because of this President s leadership that he was able to do that to deliver
an infrastructure investment that was historical.

He was able to -- we were able to do that with the CHIPS --CHIPS and Science Act -- bring the two sides together to get
something done, to make sure that we re leaders across the world when it comes to manufacturing.

And so there are things that this President has done because of his leadership -- somebody was asking me about NATO --
that is also important as well. NATO is the strongest that it s been in modern times because of his leadership abroad.
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So I think there s still more work to be done. It s not like turning the light switch on. And so we re going to continue to do
the work.

So there s no -- there s no “yes” or “no” answer. There is: We re going to continue to work towards that.
Q Gotcha. And then, you ve said repeatedly that the President learned of the news of the FBI visit to Mar-a-Lago the
other day through news reports. Can you tell us anything more? Was he watching the news? Was he scrolling Twitter?

Did someone in his staff flag it for him?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I can tell you this: He was not aware of -- of -- of the -- was it the Mar-a-Lago raid? I dont know
what you guys are calling it -- before it happened.

So, I can tell you that he did not know.
Q But, so did someone flag it for him?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: He learned about it, really, like all of us did. I m sure maybe someone on his team flagged it for him,
but he was not aware.

‘What I can tell you definitively and for sure: He was not aware of this. He was -- we were -- nobody in the White House
was. We were not given a heads up, and we did not know about -- about what happened yesterday.

Q Karine, can you speak to the West Wing communication afterwards between the Justice Department and President
Biden?

Q One question for Africa, Karine?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I'm going to come back, guys.

Q Thank you. Why do we always have to beg for questions? Africans deserve questions as well, Karine.
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Go ahead.

Q Come on.

Q What is the latest on communications with Beijing? And are there still efforts to find a meeting for a face-to-face with
President Xi?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No -- no update on his schedule, on any meeting at this time. Look, we have said -- we have said this
many times that we're keeping the line of communications open with Beijing. The President spoke with President Xi not

too long ago. We read that out. It was more than a two-hour and 20-minute conversation.

He -- that was his fifth conversation with the President. And on staff levels, there’s an open -- open dialogue that we're
going to keep.

Q Karine?
Q Karine, we're getting -- we can tell that your staff is trying to give you the hook. I dont know if you (inaudible) --
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Okay, 11l take -- I1l take a couple more questions. Okay, I m going to take -- I m going to take --

Q One for Africa. One question for Africa.
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MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I'm going to take -- I'm going to --
(Cross-talk by reporters.)

Guys -- go ahead. Okay.

Q (Inaudible) question on the back.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Give me -- give me a second.

Q We have been asking for a question, Karine, every time. And even when you give questions to Simon, it's because he
forced. We don’t need to force for question. We also deserve to have a question. Why --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I will get -- T will get --

Q Doyou have something against African reporters?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Go ahead. Go ahead.

Q On Afghanistan, Jake Sullivan --

Q We deserve questions too, Karine.

Q -- said last year that there was going to be --

Q You have to be fair.

Q -- an extensive top-to-bottom review of the withdrawal and how that went.
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Can you start again?

Q Sure. Yeah.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Because someone was -- was yelling over you.

Q On Afghanistan, Jake Sullivan said last year that there was going to be a top-to-bottom extensive review on how that
withdrawal went.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: The “hotwash.”

Q There was some reporting today that that is not going to be ready for the one-year mark. I guess the question is: Why
is that process taking so long? What’s been the holdup there?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So, I know you re talking about the -- the “hotwashing” specifica- --
Q The hotwash, yeah.
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: -- specifically.

So, the update that I can give you from here is that departments and agencies have begun their independent after-action
reviews of the operations at the end of the U.S. military mission in Afghanistan.
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And again, once those internal reviews are done, we will have an opportunity to look at the full picture. Once they re done,
we will give you the full -- have the full picture in a way that will help inform future operations. Department and agencies
will share lessons learned consistent with operational and classification security. It s just still underway. Once we have
that, we will -- we will share our lessons.

Q Sothat’s the wait on, like, agency level and department level. You haven't -- the White House hasn't received anything

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: From what I understand, this is department and agency levels.
Q And there’s no set timeline for when that’s (inaudible)?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I don't have a timeline for you on this.

Q Canl get one question please?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Goahead. Go ahead, Andrew.

Q CanlI have a question, Karine?

Q Thank you. Adjacent to the news of the day from yesterday, since the news of the search of former President Trump s
home in public, there s been a lot of reporting on chatter among extremists online about the possibility of violence, people
talking about Civil War Two, et cetera, et cetera.

The President put out a domestic violent extremism strategy last year. Is the White House in contact with the Justice
Department, DHS, or other departments about preparing for possible violence as a result of this?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So, we ve been very clear, and so our message is this: that the President and this White House --
there is no place for political violence in this country. People have the right to raise their voices peacefully. But we would
strongly condemn -- as we have many times from here -- the President has condemned any efforts to plan violent behavior
of any kind. And so we would -- we would ask Americans to remain peaceful in this time.

Again, this is something that we condemn. I dont have any -- anything more to share about the particular policy that
youre asking me about.

Q May I have a question?
MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Go ahead -- right behind.

Q Thank you, Karine. Can you speak to the importance of the Inflation Reduction Act reaching Black and brown
communities, which we know are -- they make up -- make up a disproportionate share of poverty rates and pay more in
energy costs? And to what extent will the administration ensure that it s implemented equitably?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So, clearly, we have to get this passed. We re going to work very closely, as we have been, with --
with Congress to get this done because this is incredibly important, and we want to make sure we deliver -- we deliver this
for the American people.

I think if you look at how prescription drugs are going to go down, because Medicare will be able to negotiate with -- with

companies, that is -- with pharmaceutical -- that is going to be incredibly important -- right? -- when you think about
brown and Black communities are spending.
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And not just them, but you think about Americans across the board that are spending so much money -- seniors -- our
semiors -- just to get that vital -- vital drug that they need just to -- just to live their everyday lives. That s going to have
an impact on brown and Black communities, I beli- -- we believe.

And when you think about utility bills coming down because of this investment that it s going to make in -- in really -- in
lowering energy costs. And so those things are going to make a difference.

‘We think about the ACA premiums -- that s going to -- that s going to keep our lower costs on healthcare. That s going to
make a difference in communities as well.

And so, when -- and when you think about the President s economic plan more broadly, it s always been about making sure
that it is -- it is economically fair, that we dont leave anybody behind. It -- we talk about building it from the bottom up
and the middle out. We dont want -- we want to make sure that no communities feel like they re left -- being left behind.
And so that is always been part of the President s agenda, and you see that here with the Inflation Reduction Act as well.

Go ahead, Simon.

Q Okay, thank you, Karine. I know you said that you don t really want to comment on an ongoing investigation. But what
time did the President learn about the raid on -- the raid yesterday?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I dont have anything to -- more to share, Simon. I've shar- -- I ve said all that I can about -- about
the -- the topic.

Q Yeah, and then also you said that the President believes in the rule of law. Does he believe in the rule of law when it
comes to the former President or even his son?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: I m not going to -- I m not going to comment any more on --
Q And--and--

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: -- on both of those topics that you just mentioned.

Q (Inaudible.)

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: The Department of Justice is independent with their criminal investigation. The President has been
very clear on that. And we -- I would refer you to Department of Justice on those -- those two topics that you just brought

up.
Q Yes. So, one final question from me.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Sure.

Q The Secretary is in Africa. Yesterday, he unveiled the U.S. -- the new U.S. strategy for Sub-Saharan Africa. But that
strategy doesnt really -- doesnt have any step to show how the U.S. will counter China or Russia in Africa. And why is
that?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: So, I could say -- say this: We want to make sure that -- one of the things that we made sure about
this, our strategy, it had a different approach on -- on what we -- a unique approach on -- about how we are doing it. So we
seek to engage not only government leaders, but a wide range of African and U.S. stakeholders, such as youth, business,
civil -- civil society, and the diaspora.
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As you know, there s going to be a summit here in December -- December 13th to the 15th. And so that s something that I
want to make sure that is said as we re going to -- as we re headed to -- as we re headed to the summit in just a couple of --
a couple of months.

And our relationship, as it relates to Africa, we believe is incredibly important. I just laid out what the President -- what
the Secretary talked about. So we want to make sure we re reinvigorating and modernizing U.S. partnerships across the
continent; building substantive, reciprocal partnerships with African governments, institution, and public, based on the
principles of mutual respect, equality, and other shared values, and strengthened by our long-lasting historical and cultural
connections.

So we want to make sure that our commitment is there. There is going to be many issues to talk about for the summit.
And as we lay out our African strat- -- Africa -- our strategy for Africa, it s going to be about -- national security, we Il talk
about. We Il talk about COVID. We Il talk about food security. And we Il talk about other items as well, that s going to be
important to both global challenges, that s going to be important to African -- African nations and also the U.S.

Q And ifI can ask you this last question --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No, I -- we got to move on. We got to move on.

Q No, one last --

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: No, no, no, no, we got to move on.

Way in the back, go ahead.

Q Thank you. On the CHIPS Act signing today. With semiconductors primarily being manufactured right now overseas
in East Asia, what message does this send -- does the President want this to send to China, specifically, at a time when

tensions are high?

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Look, the President talked about this in his speech as well. He mentioned the importance of being
competitive, and that competition -- this is why this CHIPS and Science Act is so important -- so we show that we are
committed in investing in us -- in “Made in America” -- and committed and making sure that we have manufacturing that s
happening here.

As you mentioned, chips and semiconductors -- as you mentioned -- even our national security -- strengthening our

national security is going to be important in chips. Strengthening our supply chain is going to be also important as a -- as
we look at chips.

So, look, it doesn t stop us. Even the escalation that we re seeing and that we are being very clear about with our -- how
we re communicating on that piece as well. But we also have to continue to do the work of the American people. We have
to make sure that we are delivering for the American people. And that s what this shows.

It s going to create jobs. And its going to create those important chips.

‘When you think about the automobiles, when you think about the smartphones -- all of these things -- it s going to be
important in lowering costs for the American people.

And so that s our -- our message to the American people is that we re going to make sure that we deliver for them and
lower costs and create jobs at the same time.

Q Thanks, Karine.
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Q And one more on inflation with numbers coming out. Wanting to get more details about what the White House is
prepared to do to help families on a fixed income who are still struggling.

MS. JEAN-PIERRE: Look, that’s top of mind for this President. We’ve -- we talk about that, you know, pretty regularly --
how lowering costs for Americans is so important, how lowering costs for Americans is critical.

‘We understand what is happening. The President personally understands what s happening around the kitchen table and
the conversations that people are having -- about how are they going to put food on their table, how are they going to put

gas -- you know, gas in their car.

That s why one of the things that we have been talking about and working on with the gas prices coming down -- the last 56
days matters. It gives Americans a little bit more of breathing room.

So the President laid down what his inflation plan is -- is. He knows there s still more work to do. But again, the ifla- -- the
Inflation Reduction Act, once that gets passed, that is going to make a difference in people s lives. Prescription drugs, utility
bills -- that -- and we think about ACA bringing down the premiums for folks. That s going to make a difference in people s

lives.

The CHIPS Act I just laid out -- that s going to make a difference in people s lives. And so that s the work that we re going
to continue to focus on. And we re going to make sure that we deliver for the American people.

All right, thanks, everybody.

4:01 P.M. EDT

#HH
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RICK SCOTT ARMED SERVICES
FLORIDA
HOMELAND SECURITY

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

aﬂmttﬂ %tﬂtfﬂ %Enﬂtz TRANSPORTATION

BUDGET

SPECIAL COMMITTEE
ON AGING

August 12, 2022

The Honorable Merrick Garland
Attorney General

United States Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

The Honorable Christopher Wray
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
935 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20535

SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Dear Attorney General Garland and Director Wray:

As you are both well aware, the American people are justifiably alarmed by the conduct of your
agencies. This alarm has arisen not only because of the unprecedented nature of the raid
conducted at the personal residence of a former president, and potential future political opponent
of the sitting president, but increasingly because of the lack of transparency by you and the
Biden administration in the face of repeated questions seeking the legal justification for such
extreme action.

Let me be clear: no one is above the law and no government agency, especially the Department
of Justice (DOJ) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), is immune from accountability to
the American people. Your refusal to fully and transparently answer legitimate questions about
the motivations and justifications for such provocative conduct by your agencies serves only to
further damage the integrity of the DOJ and FBI, is unacceptable, and will not be tolerated.

Please respond to the following queries no later than Friday, August 19, 2022

1. Please provide an unredacted copy of—

a. The search warrant application and any additional materials or documents
submitted to the federal magistrate judge in support of the search warrant
application.

b. All internal memoranda, briefing documents, and supporting materials of the FBI
and DOJ developed and used in the drafting and review of the search warrant
application in question.

502 HART SEnaTE OFFice BuiLDing, WasHINGToN, DC 20510 | 202-224-5274
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The Honorable Merrick Garland & Christopher Wray
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2. Did you or any member of your respective agencies inform the president, or any
personnel at the White House, of the search warrant application prior to its submission to
the federal magistrate judge?

3. Did you or any member of your respective agencies inform the president, or any
personnel at the White House, of the execution of the search warrant before the raid was
made public by former President Donald J. Trump on August 8, 20227

4. Did you personally review the contents of the search warrant application prior to its
submission to the federal magistrate judge?

a. If so, when did you review the search warrant application in question?
b. If not, who within your agency was responsible for reviewing the search warrant
application prior to its submission?

5. What “less-intrusive means” were considered and pursued by the FBI and DOJ as an
alternative to conducting a forcible raid of the former president’s personal residence to
obtain the documents or materials sought through this search warrant?

a. In reference to the subpoena reportedly issued to former President Trump for
certain materials and records earlier this year, what steps did the DOJ take to
enforce that subpoena before pursuing the search warrant in this case?

To the extent responses to these requests include confidential or sensitive information, [ am
willing to receive an in-person briefing and review such documents and materials in a classified
setting.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. I look forward to your responsive reply no
later than Friday, August 19, 2022.

Sincerely,

————
Qe <\
Rick Scott

United States Senate
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Michael R Turner, Ohio HVC-304, The Capitol

Ranking Member U . S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES Washington, DC 20515
202-225-4121

Brad R Wenstrup, Ohio PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE

“hris Stewart, iz rard

Qs Stewart, Utsh ON INTELLIGENCE MINORITY Minority Stat Disetor

Elise M Stefanik, New York

Markwayne Mullin, Oklahoma

Trent Kelly, Mississippi

Darin LaHood, Illinois

Brian Fitzpatrick, Pennsylvania August 12, 2022

Mike Gallagher, Wisconsin

Kevin McCarthy, California
Republican Leader

The Honorable Christopher A. Wray
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation

935 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20535

Dear Director Wray:

A recent report indicates that the search conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) of former President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence was based upon information provided
by an informant.! This report raises a number of questions in furtherance of ongoing Committee
oversight on this topic. Please provide written responses to the following:

1. Did any undercover FBI officer provide information used in the affidavit in support
of the search warrant for the search of Mar-a-Lago conducted on August 8, 20227 If
SO:

a. Has this undercover FBI officer ever been paid, in full or in part, with
National Intelligence Program funds?

b. Is this undercover FBI officer posing as a current employee of any other U.S.
Government agency, such as the U.S. Secret Service?

c. Is this undercover FBI officer posing as staff at Mar-a-Lago?

d. When did the Bureau place this undercover FBI officer in a position to have
intimate details about and/or access to Mar-a-Lago?

e. When did the Bureau meet with this undercover FBI officer to receive the
information used in the affidavit in support of the search warrant?

f.  What FBI division is directly responsible for employing this undercover FBI
officer?

g. Does the undercover FBI officer have any direct or indirect involvement with
the Counterintelligence Division? If so, please explain the nature of this
relationship.

U'William M. Arkin, Exclusive: An Informer Told the FBI What Docs Trump Was Hiding, and Where, Newsweek
(Aug. 10, 2022), https://www.newsweek.com/exclusive-informer-told-fbi-what-docs-trump-was-hiding-where-
1732283.
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2. Did any paid FBI confidential human source provide information used in the affidavit
in support of the search warrant for the search of Mar-a-Lago conducted on August 8,
20227 If so:

a. Has this source ever been paid, in full or in part, with National Intelligence
Program funds?

b. Is this source a current employee of any other U.S. Government agency, such
as the U.S. Secret Service?

c. How long has this source been on the Bureau’s payroll?

d. Ifthe FBI recruited the source, when was this source recruited and for what
purpose?

e. If the source approached the FBI without being recruited, when did the source
contact the FBI and for what purpose?

f.  When did the Bureau place this source in a position to have intimate details
about and/or access to Mar-a-Lago?

g. When did the Bureau meet with this source to receive the information used in
the affidavit in support of the search warrant?

h. What FBI division is directly responsible for managing this source?

1. Does the source have any direct or indirect involvement with the
Counterintelligence Division? If so, please explain the nature of this
relationship.

3. Does the Bureau have any internal policies or guidance regarding the use of current
U.S. Government employees as a paid FBI confidential human source? If so, please
provide all relevant documents.

4. Does the Bureau have any internal policies or guidance regarding the proper handling
of any information provided by a paid confidential human source that pertains to a
current or former U.S. Government official, if the source is tasked with providing
security and protection for that official? If so, please provide all relevant documents.

5. Does the Bureau have any internal policies or guidance regarding undercover FBI
officers posing as a member of a protective detail of the U.S. Secret Service? If so,
please provide all relevant documents.

In addition, it is necessary that you preserve all relevant documents and communications
that may refer or relate to this matter, including those on official governmental accounts and on
personal, non-governmental accounts. Specifically, this preservation request should be construed
as an instruction to preserve all documents, communications, and other information, including
electronic information and metadata, that is or may be potentially responsive to a congressional
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inquiry, request, investigation, or subpoena that may be initiated or otherwise undertaken by a
committee of Congress or any other investigative entity.

For purposes of this request, “preserve” means securing and maintaining the integrity of
all relevant documents, communications, and other information, including electronic information
and metadata, by taking reasonable steps to prevent the partial or full destruction, alteration,
testing, deletion, shredding, incineration, wiping, relocation, migration, theft, mutation, or
negligent or reckless handling that could render the information incomplete or inaccessible. This
includes preserving all compilations of documents that have already been gathered in response to
requests, even if copies of individual documents may still exist elsewhere in the agency. I further
request that you or your designee:

A. Exercise reasonable efforts to identify and notify all relevant individuals, including
current and former employees, officials, detailees, contractors, subcontractors, and
consultants who may have had access to potentially relevant information that they
should preserve and return such information to the FBI;

B. Exercise reasonable efforts to identify, recover, and preserve any potentially relevant
electronic information that has been deleted or marked for deletion but is still
recoverable;

C. Remind all relevant individuals, including current and former employees, officials,
detailees, contractors, subcontractors, and consultants that any federal records sent or
received using a nonofficial account must be forwarded to the agency for proper
archiving, and forward all such material in your possession; and

D. Ifit is the routine practice of yours, or any relevant individuals, including current and
former employees, officials, detailees, contractors, subcontractors, or consultants to
destroy or otherwise alter potentially relevant information, either halt such practices
as they relate to the potentially relevant information or arrange for the preservation of
complete and accurate duplicates (including metadata) of such documents,
communications, or other information.

Please provide written responses to the above questions, and all documents and
communications in the custody of the Bureau that refer or relate to the above questions, to the
Committee no later than 5:00 p.m. on August 24, 2022. Additionally, please advise in writing as
to how you will ensure all records relevant to this matter will be preserved. Thank you for your
attention to this request.

Sincerely,
: . ﬂ GZ.AJ\
Michael R. Turner Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.
Ranking Member Member of Congress
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Chris Stewart
Member of Congress

Elise Stefanik
Member of Congress

Trent Kelly
Member of Congress

Brian Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress
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Eric A. "Rick” Crawtord
Member of Congress

WJ;;&L ,ff;ﬂ#’ﬂ -
——ﬂ:-_____-_-_-‘-
Markwayne Mullin
Member of Congress

D,

Darin LaHood
Member of Congress

Mike Gallagher
Member of Congress
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From: Whte ouse: Offce of the V ce Pres dent

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Press Gagge by V ce Presdent ams Aboard Ar Force Two Before Departure
To: Loeb, Em y M. (ODAG)
Sent: August 13, 2022 10:55 AM (UTC-04:00)

X

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 13, 2022

Press Gaggle by Vice President Harris Aboard Air Force Two Before Departure

Oakland International Airport
Oakland, California

(August 12, 2022)
Q Madam Vice President, the bill looks like it just passed. What’s your reaction?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: It’s a historic day. When -- listen, the President’s agenda has been, since the day we took office,
we were going to bring down costs for the American people. And today, you re seeing that, for example, on the healthcare

issue and the extreme expense that healthcare costs the American people -- in particular, our seniors. Insulin is going to be
capped at $35 a month.

The climate crisis. We re here in California. We re seeing it across the nation -- the extreme weather and what it is doing to
displace and to cause death in many regions of the country. We have to get in front of this. America needs to be a leader on

this. Its historic-- a $370 billion investment in the climate crisis. Its going to put America back to where we should be as
a leader globally.

But it s also going to be an investment in infrastructure. I't s going to be an investment in jobs -- all of the work that needs
to happen to allow us to be resilient and to put resources into what is a real threat for not only our nation but the world.

So, it s a good day.
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Q I know that youve been very busy today, but as a former prosecutor, do you have any reaction to the unsealed search
warrant that was served on President Donald Trump?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, as a former prosecutor, I will tell you, I dont speak about anybody else s case. But I have
full confidence that the Department of Justice will do what the facts and the law requires.

Q How about some of the rhetoric that s coming out from Trump s allies? Do you have any reaction to the attempted
attack on a FBI field office yesterday?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I will say, as a former prosecutor, but as a citizen of our nation, any attacks on law enforcement
are completely unacceptable. And any so-called leader who engages in rhetoric that in any way suggests that that law
enforcement should be exposed to that kind of danger is irresponsible and can result in dangerous activities.

You know, our law enforcement professionals -- and, in this case, we re talking about our federal law enforcement agencies
-- they do very important work. And from the moment they walk out the door of their home until they go back in, their
families pray for their safety and well-being.

And I think it s just highly irresponsible of anyone who calls themselves a leader and certainly anyone who represents the
United States of America to engage in rhetoric for the sake of some political objective that can result in harm to law
enforcement officers and agents.

Q One last question on legislation. Do you think Democrats can get another major piece passed before the midterms?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Let us celebrate one win at a time. (Laughs.) But thank you for the question.

Take care.
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From: Coey, Anthony D. (PAQO)

Subject: RE Proposed Fina

To: (NSD); Toscas, George (NSD); Bratt, Jay
Cc:

Sent: August 15, 2022 8:14 PM (UTC-04:00)

roger

From: Miller, Marshall (ODAG) {{s}R(5)]

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 8:14 PM

To: Coley, Anthony D. (PAO) {{s)X(S)) Olsen, Matthew (NSD) (XN EA[(SIN L@V 51D

PIRKDXER par NS0 (NSD) {NEXICAIOINLIMSI®] Toscas, George (NSD) (SN TR NS\ SID] Bratt, Jay
) .[_D}{U_},{_b}(?}(C} per N5U|ib.1{5;\.ib]{?ﬁ:uic} per NSD b){ﬁ),(b)(?)(C) pef NSD (b)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD (NSD)

(0)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD

Cc: Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>

Subject: RE: Proposed Final

Give us 2 more minutes.

From: Coley, Anthony D. (PAO) {{s}X(&))

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 8:14 PM
To: Olsen, Matthew (NSD) 3(D)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD|PPn@rerisopiNSg(b)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD I
George (NSD) -(b) ),(B)(7)(C) per NSDEELRETLENE ()(6),(0)(7)(C) per NSDPXO/CHC) perNSOETVRGY
¥(b)(6).(b)(7)(C) per NSDJXe).o)7XC) per NSORNINR(D)(6), (b)(7)(C) per NS DI
(D) (6)
Cc: Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>
Subject: RE: Proposed Final

Team, | just talked to the FBI Public Affairs, getting this over to them now given the hour....

From: Coley, Anthony D. (PAO)

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 8:10 PM

To: Olsen, Matthew (NSD] I(0)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSDP© X eerNs (b)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSDF NS
Genrge(NSD) (b)( ) (7)(0 per NSD Bratt, Jay (NSD) -(DJ(U}.-{DJ(T)(C) per NS DJ(RNE)bNTHC) per NSD (NSD]
3(b)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NS!I)|“¢‘N6}“’W"NC)P*er A (NSD) IR TA(OARLIMNESID Miller, Marshall (ODAG)
(D) (6)

Cc: Rossello, Luis (PAQ) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>

Subject: RE: Proposed Final

Flagging that Jay’s email is public...

https://twitter.com/kyledcheney/status/1559324841681063936?7s=20&t=bgD-pPHAK?2P4SSyuVhRnaQ

From: Coley, Anthony D. (PAQ)

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 8:04 PM

To: Olsen, Matthew (NSD) <R CN N R 3(0)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD gty
George (NSD) ~(b)( ),()(7)(C) per NSDEETRETLERIE (0)(6),(0)(7)(C) per NSLJXEHPNTHC) per NSO TN
[(5)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSDIPXOLBINC) per NSORMESB b 6) (b)(7)(C) per NSDIEATEE e
(D) (6)

Cc: Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>

Subject: Proposed Final

Adding Marshall - Proposed final
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From: Coey, Anthony D. (PAO)

Subject: RE: Proposed Fina

To: Mi er, Marsha (ODAG); Osen, Matthew (NSD): iSESMERESINS (NSD); Toscas, George (NSD); Bratt, Jay
Cc: Rosse o, Luis

Sent: August 15, 2022 8:28 PM (UTC-04:00)

Thanks all

From: Miller, Marshall (ODAG) {{s}R(5)]

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 8:16 PM
To: Coley, Anthony D. (PAO) {{)J{S)] Olsen, Matthew (NSD) {{SIE KA (SN LSRN SIS
BRREEERS (\sD) {DIBROGIRTEINEY Toscas, George (NsD) {DIEXDEAUBYEANED Bratt, Jay
[ERIE(R)(0).(b)(7)(C) per Nt-‘i|J|“’HB"“”'”:":C’’:“""‘dSD %(b)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSDJbX6).(e)X7)C) per NSD TN
(0)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD

Cc: Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>
Subject: RE: Proposed Final

Trying to put the two approaches together, how about:

From: Coley, Anthony D. (PAO) (b) (6)

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2022 8:04 PM
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From: Bratt, Jay (NSD)

Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage
To: Rosse o, Luis (PAQ) - -
Cc: Toscas, George (NSD); Pietranton, Ke sey (PAO); RIBEBHIBEEREY (NSD); Iverson, Dena (PAO); [l

] (NSD);W (NSD); Coey, Anthony D. : Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG); Newman,
David A. (ODAG); Osen, Matthew (NSD); [RIQIQIIGIELES (NSD) Mi er, Marsha (ODAG)
Sent: August 17, 2022 7:28 PM (UTC-04:00)

[B)EL (THC}. 7(E) per B

and I had with Evan Corcoran before the search. It is standard for

We did. This was in the call
(b)(6), (7)(C), 7(E) per FBI

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:19 PM, Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov> wrote:

Got a call from Evan. As Jay says, Trump team is still weighting the release. Per Evan, some say it
will energize base, others say not a good look for FPOTUS to have it out there.

CNN is working on a story that Jay requested Trump team to turn off the cameras and they refused.

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:04 PM, Bratt, Jay (NSD) {@IGEQIQIOEERE 1 1 ote:

CNN is saying FPOTUS is still weighing whether to release the footage.

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:03 PM, Toscas, George (NSD)

5(0)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSDESWIER

Marshall, Matt, anc (b)(8),(b)(7)(C) per NSD

On Aug 17, 2022, at 6:59 PM, Pietranton, Kelsey (PAO)
<Kelsey.Pietranton@usdoj.gov> wrote:

Plus Anthony and Luis, and ODAG for awareness. Standby.

From: BECUCEELEY

(SR (D)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 6:57 PM

To: lverson, Dena (PAQ) <Dena.l.DeBonis@usdoj.gov>; Pietranton, Kelsey
(PAO) <Kelsey.Pietranton@usdoj.gov>; Toscas, George (NSD)
(0)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD I LB (0)(6).(b)(7)(C) per NSD
(brogiupr e per nou (NSD) 1(0}({3),(0)(7)((:) per NSD (b)(6),(b)7T)HC) per NSD (NSD)
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4(b)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD
Subject: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage
Importance: High

Good evening all,

| just received a call from our case agents at FBI, and apparently the Bureau has
been given a heads-up by CNN that CNN has CCTV footage from Mar-a-Lago
(presumably of agents executing the search) that they may air as soon as

il (b)(5) per NSD

| have no further info on what, specifically, CNN has. But{{(S)[)ReEI@NISIS;

Trial Attorney

Counterintelligence and Export Control Section
National Security Division, U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20530

(b)(6).(b)(7)(C) per NSD
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From: Mi er, Marsha (ODAG)

Subject: FW: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage
To: (b)(6) Lisa Monaco email
Sent: August 17, 2022 7:35 PM (UTC-04:00)

From: Toscas, George (NSD) {(QIGKOIR IO N LEENE]D)

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:22 PM

To: Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>
Cc: Bratt, Jay (NSD) {QIOROIGIOEEENEIY pictranton, Kelsey (PAO) <Ke|sey.Pietranton@usdoj.gov>;

(NSD) {IQHOIDI(SRLIMNSIY verson, Dena (PAO) <Dena.|.DeBonis@usdoj.gov>; (NSD)
(0)(6),(0)(7)(C) per NSDe e rri=giNSR(b)(6),(0)(7)(C) per NSDE< NI NI Ye)
Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) <(s)X(8)] Newman, David A.
(b) (6) Olsen, Matthew (NSD) {(JIEQEOIQ(SH N LEg\E]s] QIQXOICGEZIES
WIOIOIO(SRLIESI Miller, Marshall (ODAG) {()K(E)]
Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage

We're waiting to hear back from FBIHQ on their recommended approach. [(S)KE))

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:19 PM, Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov> wrote:
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From: Coey, Anthony D. (PAO)

Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage

To: RBIRGCTE <o)

Cc: Mi er, Marsha (ODAG); Toscas, George (NSD); Rosse o, Luis (PAO); Bratt, Jay (NSD); Pietranton, Ke sey
(PAO); (NSD); Iverson, Dena (PAO); (NSD);W (NSD);
Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG); Newman, David A. (ODAG); Osen, Matthew (NSD

Sent: August 17, 2022 8:00 PM (UTC-04:00)

Done.

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:59 PM, NSD) {DIGKOIGIOTEIED wrote:

Kelsey/Luis: Will we also plan to communicate to CNN the law enforcement safety need to blur agent
faces if footage ends up being released?

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:47 PM, Miller, Marshall (ODAG) <(s)R(®)]

wrote:

_

From: Toscas, George (NSD) <{(I@QK() (SN LGNS0,

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:22 PM

Duplicative Records
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From: Toscas, George (NSD)

Subject:

To: Newman, David A. (ODAG)

Sent: August 17, 2022 8:12 PM (UTC-04:00)

Attached: 2022.08.16.DRAFT Letter to FPOTUS Counse re CCTV.v3 (K@) ).docx
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From: Rosse o, Luis (PAO)

Subject: Re ChN Mar—a-Lago CCTV Footage
To: (b)(6),(b)(

Cc:

0O); Aﬂqnson Lam‘ence(ODAG' ewman,
Sent: August 17, 2022 8:13 PM (UTC-04:00)

I made Evan aware of the implications of release. He said CNN does not have the vid.
Still agree that’s worth follow on reinforcement

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:59 PM, RIEQIICESESY (NSD) ERNEDY wrote:

Dupllcatlve Records
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From: Newman, David A. (ODAG)

Subject: RE: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage
To: Mi er, Marsha (ODAG); Toscas, George (NSD)
Cc: Rosse o, Luis (PAQ); Bratt, Jay (NSD) Fletranton Kesey (PAO); REZEBIBEREEY (NSD):; Iverson, Dena

(PAO) fbltﬁ}tb]{?\rb}perNSD (NSD) L8 4 K|
(ODAG); Osen, Matthew (NSD); ADKNISEEESS (NSD}
Sent: August 17, 2022 8:15 PM (UTC-04:00

George and | agree. (b) (5)
From: Miller, Marshall (ODAG) {{s}N(5)]

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 8:15 PM

To: Toscas, George (NSD) <X EAI(SAN L@\ ISID)

Cc: Rossello, Luis (PAQ) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>; Bratt, Jay (NSD) (b)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSDEISIEY NI Kelsey (PAQ)
<Kelsey.Pietranton@usdoj.gov>; ReRRMEEISE (NSD) {EXCEA (N FNEIR] verson, Dena (PAO)
<Dena.|.DeBonis@usdoj.gov>; (D)D), (D)7 NC) per NsU (NSD) J b)(ﬁ),(b)(?){C) per NSDItn_:-:_m.f.jb}f.?]{C-jJperNSD (NSD}
JOGXTH (SN L@NEIY Coley, Anthony D. (PAO) {()X(E) Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG)
:(b) (6) Newman, David A. (ODAG) {{s}X{E)] Olsen, Matthew (NSD)
(0)(6),(0)(7)(C) per NSDJPXOMOXNC) perNSOIIENER(D)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD
Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage

Just wondering if ({{s)N{s)] )

Sent from my iPhone

; Atkinson, Lawrence

—

On Aug 17, 2022, at 8:06 PM, Toscas, George (NSD) (KIS NN EID] wrote:

. Thanks.

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:47 PM, Miller, Marshall (ODAG) {{)X(5)] wrote:

O

From: Toscas, George (NSD) {3 XSRS @S]

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 7:22 PM
To: Rossello, Luis (PAQ) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>
Cc Bratt Jay (NSD) JWICESTIFR-ERBIY pictranton, Kelsey (PAO) <Kelsey.Pietranton@usdoj.gov>;
’ 3(D)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSDJI 3T i Ml (PAO) <Dena.l.DeBonis@usdoj.gov>;
pronenr v - IRRIR(D)(6),(0)(/)(C) per NSDO BN JURMIRI()(6), (0)(7)(C) per NSD
Coley, Anthony D. (PAQ) {{s)K(5)) Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG)
5(b) (6) Newman, David A. (ODAG) 4{ Olsen,
VLSRR (D) (6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD|®X6).(®X7)C) per NSD %(b)(6),(b)(7)(C) per NSD
Miller, Marshall (ODAG) <{s}X(5)]
Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage

We’re waiting to hear back from FBIHQ on their recommended approach. [{))]

01715-01058
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D) (9)

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:19 PM, Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov> wrote:

01715-01059
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From: Toscas, George (NSD)

Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage

To: Mi er, Marsha (ODAG)

Cc: Rosse o, Luis (PAO). Bratt, Jay (NSD) Pietranton, Kesey (PAO); i
(PAO) (k per NSD l. (B 1 per Nal
(ODAG AG);

Sent: August 17, 2022 8: 16 PM (UTC-04:00)

Yes. Handling that now.

On Aug 17, 2022, at 8:14 PM, Miller, Marshall (ODAG) {(QXG) wrote

Duplicative Records
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From: Newman, David A. (ODAG)

Subject: 08.17.22 Letter

To: Toscas, George (NSD)

Sent: August 17, 2022 8:32 PM (UTC-04:00)
Attached: 08.17.22 Letter .pdf

Document ID: 0.7.500.35537 01715-01062
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From: Newman, David A. (ODAG)

Subject: Letter

To: Bratt, Jay (NSD)

Cc: Toscas, George (NSD)

Sent: August 17, 2022 8:48 PM (UTC-04:00)
Attached: Letter -- 08.17.22.pdf

See attached PDF. This letter reflects the concerns shared with us this evening from FBI about threats and safety to
their personnel. FBI leadership is grateful for the willingness to send this letter. | know you’ve been in touch with
George about this letter and appreciate your reviewing and sending.

--David

Document ID: 0.7.500.35542 01715-01066



From: Newman, David A. (ODAG)

Subject: 08.17.22 Letter

To: Toscas, George (NSD)

Sent: August 17, 2022 8:50 PM (UTC-04:00)
Attached: 08.17.22 Letter .docx

Draft version for editing

Document ID: 0.7.500.35541 01715-01067
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From: Newman, David A. (ODAG)

Subject: Re: Letter

To: Mi er, Marsha (ODAG)

Sent: August 17, 2022 9:02 PM (UTC-04:00)
Attached: Letter -- 08.17.22.pdf

Jay just sent the final to full group including Coley. Wanted to be sure he was good with it before sending to Coley.

On Aug 17, 2022, at 9:01 PM, Miller, Marshall (ODAG) () K(8)] wrote:

Did you send to Coley?

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 17, 2022, at 8:44 PM, Newman, David A. (ODAG)
x(b) (6) wrote:

This is being sent shortly.

--David

Document ID: 0.7.500.35547 01715-01068



From: Coey, Anthony D. (PAQO)

Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage
To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) -
Cc: Rosse o, Luis (PAO); Toscas, George{NSD} Pletranton Kesey (PAO); REZEIEISEE (NSD): lverson,

Dena (PAO); RRIRIEELEY (NSD); Atkinson, Lawrence (ODA2
A. (ODAG); Osen, Matthew (NSD); (waJ.\D;wr.w LSS (NSD); Mi er, Marsha (ODAG)
Sent: August 17, 2022 10:13 PM (UTC-04:00)

); Newman, David

Thanks, Jay. Sending now ...

On Aug 17, 2022, at 9:59 PM, Bratt, Jay (NSD) <{QICEQIGISECEIES 1 rote:

| am good with this. Thanks.

From: Coley, Anthony D. (PAO) {{s}X(¢))

Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 9:48 PM
To: Bratt, Jay (NSD) {CUGEQIGIOEERIIEIY Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>

Cc: Toscas, George (NSD) {{JI(S)X() WA (N 1@\ S]] Pietranton, Kelsey (PAO)
<Kelsey.Pietranton@usdoj.gov>; (b)6).(oX7C) per NSD (NSD) {NE TN EMNEI] | verson, Dena
(PAO) <Dena.l.DeBonis@usdoj.gov>; akikidalia (NSD) (XS] LS a S R !
(NSD) {{S)ICIR() UAI(OINISMARIY Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG) {(SJN(c))
Newman, David A. (ODAG) {{sJX{5)) Olsen, Matthew (NSD)

b(0)(6),(0)(7)(C) per NSD|bX6)bX7XC) per NsOFTym(b)(6). (b)(7)(C) per NSDIR Rt
0DAG) {{JX(S);

Subject: RE: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage

D) (5)

From: Bratt, Jay (NSD) <{QIGAGI I -C g e

01715-01069
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Sent: Wednesday, August 17, 2022 8:59 PM

To: Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>

Cc: Toscas, George (NSD) {{9)I(8) ) (b)( )(C ) per NSD Pletranton, Kelsey(PAO)
(bYTHC)

<Kelsey Pletrantonusdo g ke
(PAO) <D ni

Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage

After consultations with George and David, | just sent the attached to Evan Corcoran and Alan Garten,
general counsel for the Trump Organization.

On Aug 17, 2022, at 8:18 PM, Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov> wrote:

hitps:/Awwy

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 17, 2022, at 7:19 PM, Rossello, Luis (PAO) <Luis.Rossello@usdoj.gov>
wrote:

Duplicative Records
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From: Toscas, George (NSD)

Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage

To: Coey, Anthony D. (PAO)

Cc: Bratt, Jay (NSD); Rosse o, Luis (PAO); Pietranton, Ke sey (PAO); REZEREBEREEY (NSD); Iverson, Dena
(PAO); AR (NSD): [RSNRissla (NSD); Atkinson, Lawrence (ODAG); Newman, David A.
(ODAG); Osen, Matthew (NSD); RAESIGIOESIEEE (NSD); Mi er, Marsha (ODAG)

Sent: August 17, 2022 10:14 PM (UTC-04:00)

D) (9)

Or maybe you could instead say:

D) (9)

On Aug 17, 2022, at 9:48 PM, Coley, Anthony D. (PAO) <(b) (6) wrote:

01715-01071



From: Coey, Anthony D. (PAO)

Subject: Fwd: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage
To: Berger, Christine (OAG)

Sent: August 18, 2022 9:30 AM (UTC-04:00)
Attached: Letter -- 08.17.22.pdf

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Bratt, Jay (NSD)" {QIGNGIQIOEEEIEE

Date: August 17, 2022 at 8:58:37 PM EDT

Duplicative
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From: Mi er, Marsha (ODAG)

Subject: RE: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage
To: Newman, David A. (ODAG)
Sent: August 18, 2022 11:25 AM (UTC-04:00)

Let me know what you hear re Evan call

From: Newman, David A. (ODAG) {(9)X(®)]

Sent: Thursday, August 18, 2022 9:29 AM

To: Miller, Marshall (ODAG) {(9)K(&)]

Subject: Re: CNN - Mar-a-Lago CCTV Footage

After 9:45 mtg. He is talking to Evan shortly.

On Aug 18, 2022, at 9:04 AM, Miller, Marshall (ODAG) () K(S)] wrote:

Are you prepping with Jay this am?

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 17, 2022, at 10:27 PM, Newman, David A. (ODAG) {()K(S)]

wrote:

Ok.

On Aug 17,2022, at 10:16 PM, Coley, Anthony D. (PAO)

X(b) (6) wrote:

Works for me.

From: Toscas, George (NSD) {(YIQKO QSN NS,

Duplicative Records

Document ID: 0.7.500.35573 01715-01073



Whte ouse Press Offce

[EXTERNAL] Press Brefng by Press Secretary Kar ne Jean-P erre and Deputy D rector of the Nat ona Econom ¢ Counc Bharat
Ramamurt , August 26, 2022

To: Loeb, Em y M. (ODAG)

Sent: August 26, 2022 8:27 PM (UTC-04:00)

From:
Subject:

X

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 26, 2022

PRESS BR EF NG
BY PRESS SECRETARY KAR NE JEAN-P ERRE
AND DEPUTY D RECTOR OF THE NAT ONA ECONOM C
COUNC BHARAT RAMAMURT

James S. Brady Press Briefing Room
1:16 P.M. EDT
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Good afternoon.
Q Good afternoon.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Okay. Happy Friday. We’'re excited to have Deputy Director of

the National Economic Policy [Council] Bharat Ramamurti here with us again today to

discuss the student loan announcements this week and how they will benefit working
middle-class families.

He’1ll have about 20, 25 minutes. know the in-town pool is going to have to leave

stay with us as long as possible to take as many
guestions as he can. And -- and then, after that,

and we have to also continue our day.

about 1:45-ish, so he'’s going to

clearly, you guys have to leave,

Document ID: 0.7.498.31864 01715-02226



And with that, Bharat. Okay, thank you again.

MR. RAMAMURT : Hey, good afternoon. Good to see you all. Before taking
questions, want to just talk a little bit more about the economic impact of the

administration’s student loan plan.

This plan will lift a large weight off of tens of millions of middle-class
Americans, peoples who -- people who came, by and large, from working families and who
are working class now: teachers, nurses, firefighters, police, members of the

military, and more.

By lifting this weight, we are not only benefiting them and their families, we
are benefiting the communities that they live in and the economy as a whole.

So, for example, there's good evidence that student loan debt makes it harder for
people to start new small businesses. These relief actions mean that more middle-
class Bmericans can open more businesses in their communities. That means more job

opportunities in the years to come.

Student loan debt also makes it harder for people to buy a home. These actions
will mean that more middle-class BAmericans may be able to finally afford a down
payment, buy a home in the years to come, and start building wealth that they can pass
along to their kids.

As the President has said, his core economic plan is to strengthen the middle
class because that helps everyone. And these actions are targeted right at America's
middle class.

Nearly 90 percent of people receiving the relief are making under $75,000 a year.
The extra money for Pell recipients helps provide additional relief to people whe are
more likely to have less family wealth to rely upon.

And when the President says that he's committed to growing the economy from the
bottom up and the middle out, he's serious. That's why, over the course of the last
year and a half, we've been able to provide support to small businesses, support to
people facing the risk of eviction or foreclosure, to people at risk of going hungry,

and more.

t's why the President's infrastructure bill is focused on creating hundreds of
thousands of good-paying Jjobs, nearly 90 percent of which won't require a college
degree. And it’s the reason why our ecconcmy has roared back and the unemployment rate
now stands at a historic low, even as the economies of other leading countries are
faltering.

S0 this plan is working. And the student loan relief is the next part in it.

With that, also want to address an issue that know has been coming up
recently, which is the cost of this proposal.

Qur estimate is that the debt relief proposal will reduce average annual receipts
in the student loan program by about $24 billion a year over the next 10 years.

Document ID: 0.7.498.31864 01715-02227



So the way to think about this is that because we are providing debt relief --
reducing the ocutstanding balance for some people, eliminating it for other people --
that means we're not going to be collecting certain amount of payments that we
otherwise would have been collecting. And that total is about $24 billion a year on
average over the next 10 years.

So let's put that $24 billion in context. That represents 1.5 percent of the
deficit reduction that we are projecting for this fiscal year before the announcement.
And it is far less than the $350 billion-plus that we've already done in PPP loan
forgiveness since last July.

Now, consistent with longstanding budget practices and consistent with the
comments that made on Wednesday here, the official budgetary score will be produced
by the Education Department and the Office of Management and Budget in the coming
weeks. And, actually, the Office of Management and Budget is going to be putting out
more detail on this process and how it's slightly different than the preliminary
estimate that provided later today.

So, with that, happy to take questions.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Okay. All right, guys. We're going to take as many as
possible. Go ahead.

Q Good morning. My first question is -- thanks for the number -- why was this

a number that we didn't have the past couple of days?

And then, this is -- this modeling is based off of -- you said 75 percent of
people taking advantage of the program. f 75 percent of people -- if 25 percent of
people aren't taking advantage of the program, do you consider that a flaw in the
program? Would you consider the program a success with that number? f you could
talk us through those two.

MR. RAMAMURT : Sure. So, look, we -- we have to make an assumption about how many

people take advantage of the program in order to provide this preliminary estimate.
The reason that we chose 75 percent is that it's, broadly speaking, in line with the

take-up rate of the most similar Education Department initiative that we could find.

n other words, there was another Education Department initiative in the past
that was supposed to provide targeted debt relief to a set of borrowers who were
eligible for it. And roughly 75 percent of the borrowers in that particular program

took advantage of it.
Now, we are hoping to get as close to 100 percent as possible. But we -- you
know, for the purposes of putting out a preliminary estimate on this, we had to choose

a number. And we felt like 75 percent was the most defensible.

As for why you're getting it today, you guys asked us for it, so we're providing
you with information.

Q And the other --

Document ID: 0.7.498.31864 01715-02228
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M5, JEAN—-F EERE: GO0 —- oh, goO ahnead.

Q So the way you're explaining where -- how this is being paid for, how -- you
just went through this is $24 billion per year. Are you censidering that there was a
bit of a -- like a -- we're trying to get -- are you still considering this self-paid
for -- right? -- because mitigation and compensating it for other -- in other ways are

not necessarily having internal paysfor for this bill. So are you still phrasing this
as “it pays for itself,” or are you phrasing it in a different way?

MR. RAMAMURT : What would say is that, yes, this is paid for; it is paid for
and far more by the amount of deficit reduction that we're already on track for this
year.

ike said, we're on track for $1.7 trillion in deficit reduction this year.
That means, practically speaking, compared to the previous year, 1.7 trillion more
dollars are coming into the Treasury than are going out. And we're using a portion of
that -- a very small portion of it -- to provide relief to middle-class families,
consistent with the President's plan.

So, yes, we consider it fully paid for.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Go ahead, Peter.

Q Bharat, thanks for doing this.

MR. RAMAMURT : Sure.

Q The median household income in this country right now is roughly $67,000,
which means that -- this is going to go for those up to $125,000. Those individuals

are already making, individually, almost twice the median household income in this
country.

What do you say to those critics who say you're not just helping the middle class
-- though understand 90 percent will be making under $75,000 -- you're still helping
what is a smaller percentage, but a significant percentage, of individuals who most
Americans would view as making a lot of money?

MR. RAMAMURT : Sure. So, look, -— you know, in our view, this, as you noted,
nearly 90 percent of the benefits go to people making under $75,000 a year. And our
view is that the folks that you mentioned -- under $125,000 -- they are middle-class
families. And -- and think that they would widely be considered as such.

You know -- and, look, want to be totally clear about this -- about this point

Q But, guess, $125,000 or $250,000 -- would you view that as a middle-class
family --

MR. RAMAMURT : Sure.

Q -— a family that makes under $250,0007?

N TR AAR ASTITOT [ 0 VPR U S F = a1 s Mos o Lz =W e = Wl i e o ooy 0o e s
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5 percent, whether they’re -- in individual income or household income -- is going to
get a dollar.

And, look, it's extremely consistent with what the President has said on the tax
side. Now, on tax side, he said that nobody making under $400,000 a year should face

a tax increase.

So the economic story of this country over the last couple of decades, if we're
going to look at it, is that there has been a relatively small sliver of folks who
have done extremely well -- the top 1 percent, top 5 percent or so. And our goal was
to make sure that people below that -- the bottom 95 percent -- get a little bit more
relief, get a little bit more breathing rocom. And that's exactly what this policy
does. But, by the way, targeted even meore narrowly than that -- primarily,
overwhelmingly, to people making under 575,000 a year.

Q And then to follow up, if can quickly, the White House, yesterday, was
pretty vocal on Twitter, which it isn’t always, criticizing some of the critics of
this program -- Marjorie Taylor Greene, Matt Gaetz among them -- saying how much money

they received in PPP loans in the past.

think you would agree that there is a difference between a loan program, as it
existed, which was conceived to be -- the PPP program that was conceived to be
forgivable, assuming you spent a majority, think, 80 percent on the payroll, as
opposed to these loans, which were for individuals with the expectation when they made
money, they'd be paying it back.

So is that a fair comparison, and why?
MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah, we absolutely think it's a fair comparison, and here's why: So,
you know, since last July, we have forgiven, under the statutory terms of the PPP
program, more than $350 billion worth of loans. Right? Those are lcans that the
government has forgiven, turned into turn into grants. And those are loans, by the

way, of up to $10 million per business owner.

Now, look, we believe that providing support to small businesses 1s the right
thing to do. We didn't design PPP. Maybe we would have designed it a little bit
differently if we were in charge. But, breocadly speaking, providing support to small
business is a priority of the President.

* nflation is

But, look, has any Republican in the last year stood up and said,
really high. You guys should stop providing this loan forgiveness to PPP recipients.
You should slow it down because it --" or “You should change the rules, because it's

unfair that these people should get up to $10 million in grants”?

No, in fact, it's the opposite. The pressure that we've gotten from Republicans
on the Hill has consistently been “Do this faster. Make it easier for people to get

forgiveness.”

So our view is: Why is there a double standard here? Why is it, from the
perspective of Republicans, great to forgive a loan of up to $10 million to a business
owner, but if we want to provide $10,000 or 520,000 in loan relief to a teacher or a
bus driver or a nurse, all of a sudden, itfs socialism? That's -- that's what doesn't

moamrmata Fram mAir vl an Wa Anant+ - e Aan!'+ +hinl +hat +hatleo ~Aancdetant
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MS. JEAN-FP ERRE: Justin.

Q Thanks. was wondering if you could talk about the $24 billion number,
because it's a little different when you guys canceled the TT or Corinthian, you
know, we were given a lump sum of the total amount. So 'm wondering if it is fair to
extrapolate this to say that you believe $240 billion in loans will be canceled? Or,
if not, what are the underlying assumptions that goes to the 24? Right?

Are you kind of cutting out -- are you assuming economic growth that will offset
some of it? Are you cutting out folks who would have defaulted on their loans but
wouldn’t -- wouldn’t repay? Does this -- think it doesn't include the other

Education Department rules that would have been included, so can yocu just kind of get

us to --
MR. RAMAMURT : Sure.
Q -- that number, and if there is a topline number?
MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah, so, look, this is a cash flow estimate, which basically

says, you know, there's a subsection of borrowers who are going to get relief under
this proposal. We estimate that 75 percent of them are going to take advantage of the
relief that they are offered. And if that debt is cancelled, that means that, you
know, if they were scheduled to make $400 worth of payments a year for the next 10
years, that cash flow is no longer going to come in to the -- to the government. You
know, it's that -- it's that straightforward.

Now, as the OMB item that's going to come out later is golng to describe, there's
some really key differences between what we are doing, which is a preliminary
estimate, and the more complicated and, frankly, more precise score that is required

by federal law.

And to give you a few examples, number one, you know, under federal law, to do a
budget estimate of this, you have to take the net present value of all of the payments
that are -- that are forgone. That estimate is going to look at some really important
technical implementation decisions that the Department of Education is going to have

to make.

So, for example, if you're a borrower, you have multiple loans over $10,000.
Well, if you get $10,000, in relief, which of these loans is going to get cancelled?
t depen- -- it matters for the -- for the cash flow.

That's the kind of more sophisticated, drilling-down type of analysis that's
going to happen as part of that process, consistent with our -- with budget scoring.
But in an effort to provide you all with more information and a ballpark, that's what

we're doing here.

Q And just because have you right now and Jay Powell spoke earlier today, he
said that, you know, the Fed was likely going to continue to pursue interest rate

hikes but that it could result in pain, both in a slower economy and job losses.

Nhwinnalw inflatinn ie A mainr cnncern and that'a what the Fed ia lTankina at here
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But the President has not only said that the Fed is independent but he has sort of
endorsed their wvision. And if their vision results in Jjob losses and an economic

slowdown, has the President's opinion of that changed in any way?

MR. RAMAMURT : Well, 'm not going to answer that hypothetical, but will say that
we have great respect for the independence of the Federal Reserve. 'm not going to
comment directly on Chair Powell's comments. But there's been a lot of good data

released about the economy, including this morning, that, to us, gives us a lot of
hope about the future trajectory of where things are going and how middle-class

families are going to be doing.

So, for example, PCE, which is a measure of inflation, came out this morning. n
fact, it's the one that the Federal Reserve prefers to the CP . BAnd what PCE said is
that prices fell last year 0.1 percent, and at the same time, incomes increased. So
that tells a good story about the state of the economy.

The University of Michigan put out its consumer sentiment survey this morning.
Consumer sentiment is up guite a bit over the last month, and consumer inflation
expectations are down. So again, all good signs there.

And, of course, if you lock back to some of the data releases a little bit earlier,
for July, we had 528,000 new jobs. CP , which came out in July, that was flat, so no
price increases in July. And, of course, everyone -- everyone's favorite measure of

the economy, gas prices, are down over 51 since their peak.

So, a lot of good news in the economy. We're going to let the Fed do its work. And
our focus here is to support households, keep our eye on the ball on inflation, and
hopefully come out the other side with a -- with steady and stable growth, which is
what the President has said is his goal.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Go ahead, Matt. And ‘11 come to the back, too.

Q had two sort of technical questions, but thankfully you're here to answer some
technical questions. The first is: You guys have argued about the one point trillion
dollars in deficit reduction. t sounds like it's hard to get to like a $240 billion
figure over 10 years with this new estimate. But is it fair to say that that $1.7
trillion becomes 1.5, or it becomes a lower figure given that it's not paid for? s
that a fair way for us to sort of think about what you guys are doing?

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah. That's a fair way of thinking about it. Ancther way of
thinking about it is that we go from the single-largest deficit reduction in the
history of this country to the single-largest deficit reduction in the history of this

country. ( aughter.)
Q S0 the second question i1s about whether you guys have estimates. You've argued
that this is potentially a deflationary move. Do you have any estimates in terms of

how much money will start to come in come January and how much money is going to be
not coming in? And to articulate a little bit more of how you guys are arriving at

that conclusion.

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah, we -- we've looked at those numbers, and they informed our view

that we put out on Wednesdav -- that we view that the impbact of restarting pavments
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and providing relief are largely going to offset each other. And there's different
assumptions about, agalin, as we —- as we've covered, there are different assumptions
that go into figuring out exactly how much is that going to mean. But in our -- in
our mind, with a pretty broad range -- range of assumptions that are going to largely
offset. And there have been a host of independent experts who have said the same
thing.

n fact, Goldman Sachs put out an analysis of this proposal. And they said gquite
clearly that they felt that restarting payments and providing targeted relief would
actually be disinflationary. n other words, more money would be coming into the
government than going out in the short term, which would help further -- further our

efforts to bring down inflation.

Q But, guess, 1f you guys are saying $24 billion is the estimate for what won't
come in per year, is there an estimate for next year once you kick on -- once people
start paying?

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah.

Q s it $30 billion is coming in --

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah.

Q -— and $24 billion is not? Or --
MR. RAMAMURT : Sure. mean, one way to think about it is this: So we've had a
student loan pause in place now for over two years. No federal borrowers were being

required to make any payments. People are voluntarily making payments. So we're
actually collecting, roughly speaking, $2 billion a month in payments voluntarily.
Under normal time, so pre-pause, we were collecting about $6 billion in payments a

month from student loan borrowers. So the difference between those two is $4 billion.

f we turn the loans back on without making any -- any other changes, roughly speaking
-- because things have changed in the world in the last two years -- roughly speaking,
we would expect to collect about $4 billicon a month in addition to what we're
collecting right now. Right? So, roughly speaking, $48 billion coming into the

government that wouldn't have been coming in before.

As you can sort of piece together, if the average annual cost of this is $24 billion,
that means that on net, about $20- to $24 billion is coming into the government, even
after we do the relief. Right? Now, again, that's not -- there's some play in those
numbers, but just want to give you a general sense of how we're doing the math
there.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Go ahead.

Q Two just, like, brass tack questions -- pecople are trying to navigate this still.

MR. RAMAMURT : Sure.

Q We got this new information today that the form is maybe available for folks who
think they're eligible in mid- October. t’s going to take about four to six weeks -
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MR. RAMAMURT : Yep.
Q -- for that to be processed. So can you guys guarantee to folks that if they are
on time and they put in their applicaticon in mid-October, they will definitely see

their balance shrink the appropriate amount --

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah.

Q -- before repayments have to be due again?
MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah.
Q And then just another sort of question, too. So a lot of confusion. f you

recently zeroed out your balance in the last few months, can you request a refund and
then still apply to get some of this forgiveness?

MR. RAMAMURT : Right. All right, so let me -- on your first question, let me just
provide a little bit of detail, because want to make sure that people get the full

story here.

So the application will be available by early October. n the meantime, borrowers can
go to StudentAid.gov, which has been up now for the last 48 hours, and they can
provide their email address so they can get notified when that application goes live.

Once the borrower completes the application, they can expect relief within four to six
weeks. ©So borrowers are advised to apply by roughly November 15th in order to receive
relief before the payment pause expires on December 31st.

And, of course, the Department of Education will continue to process applications as
they're received, even if the pa- -- even after the pause expires on December 3lst.

So one more point here, which is that we encourage everyone who thinks that they're
eligible to go to the website and go to the application when it's available and fill
it out. But as we noted during the announcement, there's actually 8 million people --
8 million borrowers -- that's about 20 percent of the borrowers -- for whom the

Education Department already has data about their income on file. And if those people
gualify based on the income on file, they will actually get relief automatically.

So would refer you to the Education Department for any other questions about that
and your gquestion about refunds. would refer you to them.

Q So if they apply -- right? --
MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah.
Q -- when the application is available —-

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah.
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Q -- they should be good to go --
MR. RAMAMURT : Yes.
Q —-- before December 31st?

MR. RAMAMURT : Four to six weeks after they submit the application. So, yes, in our
view, if you submit by early to mid-November, you should get your relief before the
restart happens at the end of December.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Go ahead.

Q Thanks. wanted to ask for a second about the legal Jjustification for this
program. You're using a 2003 law to justify why COV D is a national emergency and why
student relief -- or debt relief is needed. What's your response to critics that say
that that's a stretch in the law? BAnd do you plan or do different agencies that are
involved here plan to put out more legal justification for why this is okay?

MR. RAMAMURT : Well, look, again, 'm not a lawyer, so don't want to get into too
much of the legal nitty-gritty here. But what can tell you is that both the
Department of Justice Office of egal Counsel and the General Counsel's Office of the
Department of Education have looked at the text of the statute and believe that the
action that the Secretary took and that the administration took here is legally
justified.

There's more detail available in some of the memos that they've written. And you --
would recommend that you talk to them about it. But -- but the President was clear
from the beginning that he did not want to move forward on this unless it was clear

that i1t was legally available to him.

And, you know, one of the first things that he did when he came to office was asked
for that legal opinion and got the answer that, yes, options were available to him
that were legally permissible under that -- under that law. And it's worth noting, by
the way, that law that you're talking about is the exact same legal authority that the
Secretary of Education has been using since 2020 to impose a pause on student loan
payments for 45 million borrowers. And that has not been challenged in court. t has
not been found improper by a court. t's the same statute that the previous

administration used and that we've used, that we are now using for this action.

Q also wanted to ask: You, as an administration, have taken existing statutes and
i don't know if "“stretch” is the right word, but you did it with the eviction
moratorium, you did it with vaccines, and we've seen courts push back. n this case,
you have people who are really excited and really making plans with this money that
they think they're going to save. What's your response to them? Are you preparing
for a legal challenge? What's your response when people are reading that there could

be legal uncertainty to your position?

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah. Well, look, -- you know, what we can say 1s that we believe
we're on strong legal ground in taking this action. Of course, pecple can challenge
actions in court. t happens all the time. t happens to this administration. t's
happened to every administration in history. t's going to be up to the courts to

decide whether those are valid claims or not. But we believe that we're on very
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strong legal ground.

Q Thank you.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Go ahead, Niels, and then we’ll come back.

Q f you -- a follow-up to that: £ a judge somewhere were to attempt to put a stay
on the implementation of the student debt relief, would the payments still resume in
January?

The other -- so the other side of the coin: So if the student debt relief were to be
stopped by a court, would the -- would the other side of it -- payments -- still
resume?

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah, -- 'm not in a position to answer that hypothetical right

now, but it's a good question.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Jacqui.

Q Thank you. want to just go back to your comparison between this and the PPP
loans --

MR. RAMAMURT : Sure.

Q -- because what Republicans and critics are saying is that there's a difference

between those decisions being voted on by Congress and, you know, those loans that
turned into grants being, by and large, for -- you know, to cover businesses that were
shut down by the government involuntarily because of a natural disaster versus
students who willfully took out their loans and are now unable, for whatever reason,

to repay them —-- there is a difference there.
MR. RAMAMURT : Well, would say they're -- both actions are based on laws that
Congress passed. You know, we're —-- we are implementing a law that Congress passed —-

actually a Republican Congress and Republican President in 2003: the HEROES Act. And
again, that’s the exact same legal authority that the previous administration used to
put a pause on student loan payments. That's the authority that we're using in this

instance. So, you know, we are acting consistent with the law.

And, look, to go back to my earlier point, we're not against PPP. We're supportive of
the idea that small businesses should get relief. The point is that over the past
year, we have been forgiving hundreds of billions of dollars’ worth of loans to

business owners.

And remember, that program was stood up very quickly. Money went out the door
guickly. And Congress could have come back at any time and said, you know, “We should
lock a

little bit more carefully at these loans, maybe we shouldn't be providing forgiveness
to people if they clearly did extraordinarily well during the pandemic. Remember,
these are really low-interest loans; maybe we should just make them pay back their
loan at a low interest rate, rather than forgiving it.”

None of that happened. We didn't hear from a single Republican pushing for any
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of that. Everyone was on board with forgiving up to $10 million in loans.

And so, all we're saying is that it's hard to credit those same people who are
highly supportive of that program and that amount of debt forgiveness, turning around
and saying that forgiving a fraction of that amount for working people -- not business
owners, but working people -- somehow that crosses the line over into socialism.

That's not how we view it.

Q Okay. What’s the difference, though, between -- guess, how are you
justifying using a 2003 law that was, you know, designed to help military families for
this purpose, where you're now helping bail out people who teook out leocans and cannot
pay them? Do you view people who can't pay their debt as herces like those who are in
our armed services and were fighting after 9/117

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah, no, look, think, as the President has said, there is a
real problem here with the burden that student loan debt places on people from low-
income and middle-income families. You know, we used to have a system where a Pell
Grant, which is federal support to low-income families, used to cover 80 percent of
the cost of going to a four-year public college. And as of today, it covers 33

percent of the cost.

So what are people supposed to do? They want to get a degree. They're being
told that's the right thing to do. They think it's going to help them --

Q Why go after the universities? Why not build in something to make sure that
borrowing moving forward is limited or that universities don't just ratchet up the

cost?

MR. RAMAMURT : Sure. Yeah, 'm glad that you brought that up, because want to
address it. Remember, the President put out a three-part plan on this. And the third
part of it was accountability for colleges. And it detailed a few things.

Number one, unlike the previous administration, which loosened the reins on
colleges and universities, rolled back rules that were intended to hold them
accountable for raising costs, this President and this administration reinstituted an
enforcement office at the Department of Education that goes after these types of
colleges.

t kicked out in an accreditor, which is a private company that basically says
that this institution, this college is -- is good enough so they should get federal
loans. This accreditor allowed colleges like TT and Corinthian to get access to
federal loans. And then that -- those colleges defrauded people, defrauded students.

So this administration responded by kicking that accreditor out of the program.
They're not going to be able to accredit ceclleges anymore.
And would note that a central element of the President's community college plan
was accountability so that neither colleges or states that took that money could raise

prices on students unfairly.

So, all of that said, think that we believe that the department should have
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even more authority to go after bad actors and to hold colleges accountable. And

we're eager to work with Congress to advance any proposals along those lines.

Q guess wanted to ask -- know the President last month, when he made
remarks about the nflation Reduction Act, really highlighted the fact that it would
reduce the deficit. And if a larger percentage of those student borrowers end up
availing themselves at this program, you know, it would cost $320 billion -- right? --
if you had 100 percent uptake, essentially, over 10 years. And that's the goal.

So, you know, is there -- guess, can you acknowledge that some people would
feel disappointed that this could basically wipe out the savings from that law?

MR. RBMAMURT : Yeah, 'm glad you asked about that because think that there's

a nuance here that's important to understanding why that doesn't quite work.

So when -- when the budgetary score comes out for this proposal, like talked
about -- we're going to get a little wonky for a second here -- what it's going to do
is say that all the loans that are being modified or eliminated here, we have to look
over the lifetime of that loan and figure out how many dollars are we not collecting
because of that modification.

And so, as you know, many, many loans -- the repayment lasts over 10 years. You
know, people are repaying for 20, 25 years in instances. So, really, that score is
going to reflect the cost over a much longer time horizon than your standard 10-year

budget window.

As a result, in our view, the thing that we should compare that score to is not
just the first 10 years of the nflation Reduction Act, it's the -- at least the first
two decades of it, and maybe the lifetime impact of that.

And if you look at outside analyses of the long-term impact of the nflation
Reduction Act, they find that it would reduce the deficit by a trillion dollars over
the next two decades.

So, in our view, that is the relevant point of comparison on that.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: MJ.

Q Yeah, wanted to ask you about the updated Penn-Wharton estimate, which
says Jjust the debt cancellation piece alone would cost up to $519 billion over 10
years, and then the total plan would cost upwards of $1 trillion.

Obviously, there is a significant gap between the $24 billion per year that
you're assigning, or $240 billion over 10 years. Just wanted to give you the chance

to walk us through why we might see that difference in the two models.

MR, RAMAMURT : Sure. know it just came out today, and didn't have too much
time to look carefully into it, but got a chance to skim it.

My view is that there's a couple of things. Right off the top, getting to that

trillion dollars, they rel- -- they have a massive range on estimating the impact of
our reforms to the income-based repayment plan.
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They say that their baseline estimate is that it costs about $70 billion, but
then they say it could cost $450 billion more than that if you make certain
assumptions. So, you know, in our, in our view, you can lop off that $450 billion
right there because it seems to be somewhat speculative and clearly the top end of the

range.

Beyond that, the debt relief analysis doesn't do a few things. Number one, it
doesn't account for the fact that -- it assumes 100 percent of people will take it up.
You know, in our mind, that's not necessarily a reasonable assumption.

And look, estimating the cost of forgiving certain debt is more complicated than
just looking at the face value of the debt that's being canceled. So, gave the
example when was here last time that -- let's say you canceled debt for somebody who
has been in default for more than seven years. There's actually millions of borrowers
in that position. f the face wvalue of their debt is $10,000 and you cancel it, it's
not reasonable to say that the cost of that is $10,000 because you were sitting here

collecting zero dollars on that loan year after year after year. So some of those
elements are also going to affect -- affect the score.
So, you know, the Education Department has the best data on it. t has all of

the data about who repays, what to expect about repayment horizons and payment rates,
how this interacts with the existing income-based repayment program, and all of that.

So we feel confident in our numbers.

Q Just one follow-up. Given that the upwards of $1 trillion that they are
estimating, that obviously is a number that's a lot closer to the §1.7 trillion in
deficit reduction that you all have been citing. So, 'm just curious: Was the total
cost that this plan would amount to -- was that a factor when the President and all of
you were deciding what the total amount of forgiveness should be? Or was the
forgiveness amount -- did you get there, sort of, regardless of the cost and then you
sort of figured out what the general cost would be after?

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah, want to make totally clear that we don't think that a
trillion dollars is anywhere in the ballpark of what this is going to cost.

Number two, you know, yes, the President was quite focused on what the -- at
least a good estimate of what the cost of this proposal was going to be. t was a big
factor in -- in his decision. He was looking into and thinking about how that would

compare, versus the deficit reduction that he had been able to secure over the last
year —-- last two years, frankly -- of his presidency. Remember, in the first year of
his presidency, he brought down the deficit by $350 billion.

So it was a factor. We provided him with estimates along the lines of what we
have provided -- provided you, and that did play a role in thinking through how to
design the policy.

Q Was there a percentage that he was determined not to cross?

MR. RAMAMURT : Not that recall.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Okay. Just, like, two more.
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Q For students who are about to take out new loans, what should the message to
them be about whether their loans could be forgiven in the future? And does the White
House have an obligation to emphasize that this could very be well be a one-time thing
so they're not taking out additional loans?

MR. RAMAMURT : would say two things. Number one, this is going to be a one-
time thing, in terms of the blanket relief. You know, use this as an authority that
is conditional on an emergency, as said, and the President believes that this relief
is warranted in this instance, coming out of the pandemic and as we transition back

into repayment. t's not the kind of authority that you can use over and over again.

But what would say to that student is that these income-based repayment reforms
that are also part of this proposal are designed to help people who go to school and
then end up having lower-income, middle-income jobs going forward.

Remember, we had some examples in the factsheet that we put out alongside the
proposal showing that, for example, somebody making $30- or $40,000 a year, after they
have some debt, the income-based repayment reforms represent a savings of $1,000,
51,500 a year or more, depending on their exact circumstances.

So it was really important to the President that this package of proposals not
just be relief for current borrowers; it's a reform to the system so that future
borrowers also get more manageable debt lcads going forward.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Okay. think the pool -- the in-town pool has to gather, so
if folks need to go, feel free. 11 stay a little bit longer.

Go ahead. You’'re being very --

Q 11 just ask my question. Many comparisons have been made from the
American system to foreign governments, where higher education is government-funded,
taxpayer-funded at no cost to students. How did foreign systems inform the decision
for loan forgiveness? And is there any economic data we can glean from those countries

that we might -- might see as a result of the lcan forgiveness decision?

MR. RAMAMURT : Yeah, as we've talked about, part of the reason that we're in
this position, part of the reason why the cost of college —-- even after accounting for
inflation has tripled in the last 40 years, since 1980 -- part of it is that there has

been a significant amount of disinvestment, especially at the state level.

So states used to put more money intc funding public education, public higher
education in their states. And that helped keep tuition down, especially for in-state
students. What we've seen in recent decades is pulling back on that and basically
shifting the burden onto students who come from lower-income and middle-income

families.
And as noted, the federal government hasn't done enough to step in and fill

that void and the wvalue of the Pell Grant has deteriorated from 80 percent to 33

percent.
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50, you know, what the PFresident has ca ed IOr, as you KnNow, 1s a series ol
increased federal investment that would make it easier for folks from lower-income and

middle-income families to go to college, right?

Doubling the Pell Grant. Right now, the Pell Grant is about $6,500 a year. He
wants to double it to $13,000 a year. That represents a significant amount of relief

for people from lower-income, middle-income families.

And as talked about, he's also pushing to make community college free.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: All right. You got to wrap it up. 'l1l stay a little longer

for folks to take some questions.

MR. RAMAMURT : Thanks, everyone.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Thank you so much, Bharat. That was very helpful. Thank you.

Good to have you.

Okay. So 'll stay a little bit longer and take some questions for -- for folks

who are still here. Okay, just a --Jjust a topper for you.

And this is something that Bharat already alluded to, talked about, which is the
PCE. While there is more work to do to bring prices down, we received several pieces
of encouraging economic news today from PCE.

The new data on the personal consumption expenditures -- what economists call,
again, PCE -- show that in July, incomes went up while prices went down. So, based on
this measure, inflation went down in July.

This was largely driven by the fastest decline in gas prices in a decade. The
national average is now down te $3.87 per gallon. The American pecple are starting to
get some relief from high prices. And that's underscored by new data that shows
consumer sentiment is up 13 percent since July. And one-year expenditures of
inflation dropped by nearly a half a percentage point. That's encouraging news as
well.

The President's number-one economic priority is lowering cost while sustaining
our historic economic recovery. The recently signed CH PS Act and nflation Reduction
Act will do just that.

Once again, we have more work to do, as we have said over and over again. We
continue to face real global challenges. And we are always careful to not read too

much into any one month's data.

But what we saw today is encouraging evidence that we are on the right course and

we are making progress.

Aamer.
Q Does the President believe that it was appropriate for the former President
to have classified information and -- unsecured in his home?
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an interest in this. We totally get that. But as it relates to any -- any comments,
on anything related to this independent investigation, even any underlying materials,
we feel that it is not appropriate for us to comment on this.

This is an independent investigation that the Department of Justice is leading.
That's something that the President finds is an important thing to do -- for the
Department of Justice to have that independence. We're just not going to comment.

Q The President yesterday suggested that Republican ideology is veering
towards “semi-fascism.” Can you just clarify what exactly does the President mean by
that?

And secondly, the President also said he respects conservative Republicans, but
he does not respect MAGA Republicans. More than 70 million Americans voted for Trump

in 2020. Does he not respect those voters?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: No, mean, that's not what he said. 'm going to -- think
he was pretty clear. And he was very powerful last night.

ook, what the President said last night was that when it comes to MAGA
Republicans, when it comes to the extreme, ultra wing of Republicans, they are
attacking democracy. Right? They are attacking -- taking away rights and freedoms.
They are using threat of -- threats of viclence. They are taking away voting rights.
And he called it what it is. That's what he did. He called it what it is and what
many, we would argue, you know, historians would agree with us on.

And so what Joe Biden believes is, as President, he should and Presidents should
be the strongest voice for democracy. BAnd so, he was making that very clear. He was
making that contrast to what congressional Democrats have been doing, which is
fighting for our rights, fighting for freedom, delivering on an economy that is
historic, 10 million jobs that have been created, lowering healthcare, lowering
prescription drugs, and making sure that we take on those special interest groups.

And we saw, just a couple of weeks ago, that we won.

So, he's making that contrast, trying to make that wvery clear, of what we are
seeing today. And so, he was passionate about this, he was eloquent about this. And
he also, when it comes to what you're asking me about Republicans who are
conservative, clearly, he said that he believed there are traditional conservative
Republicans. He was very clear on that. He specifically called ocut and mentioned
Maryland Governor arry Hogan as one of them.

So —-- but we have to really, you know, make sure that we -- we -- we make it
clear that there's a choice in front of the American people -- right? -- and we have
to make sure that we make it loud and clear that when it comes to MAGA Republicans, we
call that out -- and that's what he did -- and what they're doing -- right? -- what
they're doing in attacking our democracy.

And so, he wanted to be clear on that. And he made that contrast. And that's
what you heard from the President.

Go ahead.
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Q Has the White House made any changes, in light of the revelations of the
former President's handling of classified material, to its own processes or training

procedures for handling, sort of, protected and secret information?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: don't have anything to share with you. Again, we're just
going to be really mindful. know -- get the question that you're asking. We're
just not going te share any change of processes; we're not going to share any
information, anything that's related to this =-- any content, any underlying materials
to the investigation that the Department of Justice is doing -- again, an independent
investigation. We're just not going to comment at this time.

Q Just to hop back to loan forgiveness for a second. NPR has done a lot of
reporting on sort of administrative processing failures at the Department of Education
for these loan programs. These are kind of lapses in income-based repayment and sort
of profession-based repayment that Secretary Cardona has acknowledged.

s the administration concerned at all about similar issues for the, sort of,
coming loan forgiveness program or ways that it might give up the -- leave borrowers
in the lurch?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, look, you just mentioned Secretary Cardona has been really
clear about the previous -- the previous loan forgiveness programs and other programs
that have been before him and in his agency.

ook, we take this very seriously. We bellieve that this is an important plan
that's going to give relief, again, to up to 43 million Americans. t's a very
targeted plan that's going to give relief to 90 percent of Americans that are making
less than $75,000 a year. That is important.

This is a campaign promise that the President made and kept. And he went beyond
-- not just to 510,000, but up to $20- -- 520,000.

So, we're going to do everything that we can to make sure that that gets
delivered. But, of course, we're going to hear from folks and see if they will take
us up on it.

Again, this is an important piece of -- an important plan that is historic. We
have not seen any President do this before. And we're going to do everything that we
can. Of course, Secretary Cardona is going to do everything that they can with -- he

can with his team to get this done.
Go ahead, April.

Q Karine, this Sunday will be the 59th anniversary of the March on Washington.
And how is this White House, how is this President marking that moment, particularly
as he decided to run for office because of the massacre in Charlottesville, as he
walked in talking about equity and equality?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, let me first say a couple of things, because this is a --

it is an important day, and want to give it the due, as you're asking me this
guestion.
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You're right. What -- when the President -- when the President and so many
Americans saw what was happening not too long ago, back in 2017 -- just in August of
2017 -- and we saw what was happening in Charlottesville, that moved him. What we saw
-- the hatred that we saw there -- that moved him and that moves so many of us. And
he actually wrote an op-ed talking about what he thought that meant for this country
and how sad and devastating it is -- it was to see that type of behavior, that type of
hatred, and that type of sentiment that was very public and also someone lost their
life. So, want to make sure that we don't forget that day as well, that weekend as
well.

And when the President came into office, he took that, when -- talking about
racial -- dealing with racial equity -- he took his -- he took that very seriously.
And you see that across -- across the agency. He had signed an executive order
talking about how we -- he wanted to make sure that there was racial equity within the
-- within the agencies across the federal government. And you've seen him do that.

And Susan Rice, as you know -- you know, the ambassador is leading that effort
with her —-- with her department and dealing with the different agencies and making
sure that we deal with -- we deal with racial inequities, even here in the agencies.

So as it relates to March on Washington and that anniversary -- the President has
said this before and 'll reiterate: The March on Washington and Dr. Martin uther
"

King Jr's Have a Dream” speech changed the course of history. We continue to

reaffirm our commitment to fulfilling America's founding promise.

And the President has made advancing equality core to his administration, as Jjust
laid out. We can't rest until justice truly rings out for all of us.

don't have anything specific on what the President is going to be doing on this.
But we will share if we have anything more.

Q And there was a missed opportunity, if you will. Civil rights leaders wanted to
mark the anniversary Sunday by having a meeting with the President this week. Could
you talk about that? s there an effort to try to have this meeting happen scon? Was
it a missed opportunity, et cetera?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, mean, 'l1 say this: don't have a meeting to read out or
speak to at this time, but, you know, we have stayed in regular touch with civil
rights leaders. You know this, April, you'wve talked -- think you've reported on the
many meetings that this administration has had with civil rights leaders. We are in
close touch with them. The President has very good relationships with many of those

leaders. And so, we -- we find those relationships important that we will continue to
grow.
Again, don't have a meeting or anything to lay out, but, again, we're in regular

touch with members of that community.

Q And lastly, is equity still one of the major crux -- one of the major pillars of
this administration? s this still one of the fundamental pieces of this
administration?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Oh. it is. £ g mean. '1]l just remind wvou. when the President
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walked into this administration -- and ‘'wve said this many times before at the podium
-- he laid out the different crises that were before him when he came in. Racial
equity was one of them, in saying that we needed to do everything that we can to deal

with that crisis in a real way. And he has taken those actions, as you -- as the Grio
has reported on, as many of you in this rcom have reported on what -- the steps that
he has taken. But it doesn't start with the executive order. t -- it also has

actions that we're going to continue to take within the White House as well.

0 Thank you.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Okay, 'm going to come back because didn't take your question.

Q n New York and D.C., mayors have said the federal government isn't doing enough
to help with migrants who are being sent by bus tc their cities. Does the

administration have plans to de anything more on this?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, the administration has been in regular touch with Mayor Bowser -
- clearly, the mayor of D.C. -- and Mayor Adams, mayor of New York City. And FEMA
regional administrators have been meeting with both mayors on site to coordinate
available federal support from FEMA and other federal agencies.

Funding is also available through FEMA's Emergency Food and Shelter Program to
eligible local governments and not-for-preofit organizations upon request to support
humanitarian relief for migrants, as we have done many times in response to Governor
Abbott's repeated attempts to create chaos -- and, really, to create chaos and
confusion. That's what he's doing at the border, and costing his own constituents

over -- well over a million dollars.

So we will work to manage the consequences of this latest political charade that we
see from the governor. And we do take this very seriously and are continuing -- going

to work with Mayor Bowser and Mayor Adams.

would point you to a statement that FEMA put out earlier this week laying out the

steps that they have taken and what they're doing to provide assistance.

Go ahead. 'm just going teoc call on folks haven't called on.

Q Thanks, Karine. And just to get something on the record: Does the White House
have any response to the release of the search warrant affidavit for Mar- -- Mar-a-

ago?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 'm just going to say what just told this young man a few minutes
ago: We understand -- again, we understand the interest in this. We are not going to
comment on any underlying materials, any content that is related to an ongoing
investigation. This is an independent investigation -- a legal investigation that the
Department of Justice has the independence to conduct. And we do not feel it is

appropriate for us to comment.

Q And then real briefly on student loans. Does the White House believe that
federal student locans play any role in the increasing cost of college since students

are able to, you know, take on more debt that they don't have to pay off right away?
Does that allow colleges to increase their costs maybe more than they might?
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MS. JEAN-P ERRE: You know, 'we gotten this question in the past -- well, not in the
past, it’s just been a couple of days of this week.

And so, one of the things -- and think Bharat talked about this a little bit,
because there's been questions about, ™ s this going to raise the tuition -- by deoing
this -- from colleges?”

ook, this is something that the Secretary of Education, Secretary Cardona -- he has
said this in interviews -- that he'll be monitoring, keeping a close eye on. He will

continue to take the steps to hold colleges accountable for raising costs without
delivering additional value. So that's a big piece of -- of what you -- what you were
asking me.

But already the administration has taken actions to -- accountable measures. He -- we
reinstated an enforcement office at the Department of Education. We terminated a
college accreditor that had previously allowed colleges that defrauded borrowers to
get access to federal student loans. That’s something that Bharat just talked about
specifically moments ago. And we're rolling out new resource to help students make
more informed decisions on which school will better deliver value for the cost.

ook, you know, once again, just want to say this: You know, you have -- what -- one
thing that people are told -- young people particularly are told -- 1s that in order
to have a -- have a -- you know, a good job or have a career, you got to go to college
and get that education or continue that education. And -- and there's some
communities that need a little bit of help, and we should be providing that little bit
of help.

That's why we did a targeted -- the President did a targeted, fiscally responsible
approach in making sure that we give Americans a little bit more breathing room --
middle-class Americans a little bit more breathing room. And when you do that, you
know, they are going to have extra money te buy that house. They're going to have a
little extra money to start that family. And so that is important as well. And that
is something that the President is certainly committed to.

Go ahead.

Q Thanks, Karine.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: ©No. Go ahead.

*11 come around. Go ahead.

Q Me?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 'm sorry. Sebastian.

Q Yes? Okay.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: was pointing to Sebastian.
Q QOkay, thanks.

Document ID: 0.7.498.31864 01715-02246



MS. JEAN-P ERRE: And then '11 -- 711 come around.

Q Thanks very much. knew there was people right behind me. ( aughter.)

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: t’s so funny. think --

Q didn’t want to assume it was me.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: actually think when 'm pointing that ‘m pointing to someone

specific, but -=

o] Right. Okay. Right.
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: -- sort of from the other -- from the other side --
Q = got it. ( naudible.) ( aughter.) So two guestions, if may.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Sure.

Q On the “semi-fascism” comment.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Yeah?

Q s this something we're going to hear more of -- that phrase? s it something
the President's going to kind of embrace? Or is there any sense that it was, you
know, a little impromptu and it's going to turn into a kind of “basket of deplorables”
thing that he regrets and then tries to be gquiet about?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: ook, was very clear when -- when laying out and defining what,
you know, MAGA Republicans have done. And you look at the definition of “fascism,”
and you think about what they're doing in attacking our democracy, what they're deing
in taking away our freedoms, taking away -- wanting to take away our rights, our
voting rights. mean, that is what that is; it is wvery clear. And that’s why he
made that -- that -- that powerful speech that you heard from him last night.

And he has not shied away from saying that. You have heard him -- maybe not use that

specific word, but you have heard him certainly use that definition.

And look, what we -- again, what we are putting before the American people is a
choice. Right? And it is clear -- there's a clear contrast as what is happening on
that side of the aisle and what's happening on our side with congressional Democrats
and what we have been delivering for the American people. And we're going to continue
to fight for freedom. We're going to continue to fight for people's rights. And that
is not -- that is something that he takes very seriously. And that's what you heard

from him last night.

Q Okay. And just quickly on the other side of the world, how confident is the
administration that European allies are going to be able to weather the energy crisis
that seems to be going into in winter. t’s obviously going to get worse. Finnish
people are apparently not taking saunas already, but it's getting worse. Not -- not
to make light of it.
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And politically, is there concern that this whole alliance over Ukraine is going to --

is going to really start cracking when that -- when that bites in the winter?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, you know, Jjust a couple of things. And have a few things that

want to say, because this is an important gquestion.

So President Putin is weaponizing energy. Right? You've heard us say that before,
and that is exactly what is happening. This is why President Biden set up a task
force with the EU back in March to work on ways to increase alternative sources of
natural gas to Europe, including from the United States.

We've made progress since March. Global NG exports to Europe has risen by 84 percent
compared to 2021, while the U.S5. share of those NG exports have been nearly tripled.
And so that's important to note. n fact, global NG exports to Europe since March
have increased by 20 billion cubic meters compared to last year, already exceeding the
pledge President Biden made back in March to work with partners to ensure additiocnal
values -- volumes for the EU market of at least 15 billion cubic meters this year.

We know we have more work to do. And we'll keep looking for ways to increase gas
stockpiles in Europe, coupled with efforts to reduce Europe's demand for natural gas
through energy efficiency and clean energy deployment. The path to energy security
requires a doubling down on our efforts to transition to a clean energy economy, and
we continue to work with Europe on this shared goal.

ook, we -—- what you have seen this past several months -- more than six months --
even before we saw the war in Ukraine, the unprovoked war by Russia, is a unified
West. You see the NATO Alliance the strongest that it's ever been. tfg == ik ds
going to -- look like it's going to extend by two, and that would not have happened if
they weren't united, if we didn't see the leadership of this President.

And so we -- we believe that Alliance, that partnership is going to continue. We are
going to make sure that our partners in Ukraine has what they need teo to continue to
fight for their freedom and fight for their sovereignty.

A DE: ( naudible.)

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Oh, we have to go? Okay, '1ll] take -- Go ahead, Brett. was
supposed to call on Brett. Go ahead.

Q Thanks, Karine. know today marks the anniversary of the terrorist attack in
Kabul, in Afghanistan. saw the President's statement this morning, but was
curiocus: Has he reached out to any of the families of the victims of that attack? Or
does he have any plans to address the anniversary of the withdrawal at length to the

American people?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So the President put out a statement earlier -- earlier today. And
so -- and as you all probably saw -- some of you probably saw the statement that was
released, he named each of the 13 troops who were tragically, tragically killed on

that day. The President feels deeply about the loss that was suffered one year ago.

And as he said in this -- in that statement, he feels strongly that we owe their
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families support for the rest of their lives., That is something that he's committed
to. We are never going to stop seeking justice for those who were involved in
planning of that attack or for terrorists who threaten our homeland on any other day.

So, no President feels more strongly about our troops and their families than this
President. And he and the First ady have taken action to support our service members
and their families through Joining Forces and signing the historic burn pits
legislation that -- that, as you all know, expands benefits for veterans, and it was

incredibly historical.

So again, point you to the statement. don't have anything more to share.

will take one last question. Who -- somebody haven't called on. Rob, know
haven't -- know you've been waiting. Rob, go ahead.
Q Okay. So, on Afghanistan, just to follow up, what would you say to the father of

a U.S. Marine killed in the suicide attack last year? He thinks that taping a segment
with Jay eno this afternocon is insensitive and tone deaf.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Again, this is something that's very personal to the President. He
-- it was a tragic killing on that day. Thirteen members were lost, as well as 170 =--
more than 170 lives of -- Afghan lives. So this is an incredibly important day that
he wants to make sure that he acknowledged, which is why he put out the statement.

But he and the First ady have not lost focus on those families or any of the
families that have lost loved ones in this 20-year war. Because that -- remember, we

were there for two decades, and we lost a lot of lives.

Through Joining Forces, as just mentioned, and the burn pits legislation, the
President -- that the President just signed, that is important as well. That is the
work that this President is committed to doing. And that is a big deal, an important

thing for service members and their families.
And agaln, no President feels more strongly about our troops and their families than
this President, who himself the father of a service member who served in rag. So

this is --

Q But is it a good day to film something with a comedian? mean, 1s that -- are

you worried about the optics of that at all?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: What will tell you is that this is a day —-- a tragic day that the
Pres- -- the President takes very personal. Not just the President, also the First
ady .

And will let his words -- the statement stand for -- for itself. He knows this,

again, as a father himself of a service member that served in raq. So -- we do not

take this lightly. We take this very seriously.

And, you know, our hearts are with the families today.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Okay, we're -- 'm going to go. 'm going to go.
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Q Do you have any comment on the election in Angola and Kenya?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Okay, '11 take that one really quickly, and then we're going to go,

because this is important.

The United States congratulates the people of Angola for making their voices heard in
Wednesday's elections. We continue to observe the electoral process as votes are
counted. We encourage peace and patience as the vote tally process continues.

The United States supports the democratic process through our ongoing democracy and
governance programs, and by observing the election. Election observations promote
participation and public confidence in the electoral process.

The United States and Angola share a strong partnership. We will continue to work
together with the government chosen by the Angolan people to deepen cooperation around
shared priorities, including democracy, economic growth, and investment, global health
security and public health, and climate and energy goals to create a better future for
all Angolans.

The United States commends the people of Angola for their participation in the
democratic process and efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, which will
provide a foundation for a safe, prosperous, healthy, and inclusive future for both of
our countries.

Thank you, everybody. Have a great weekend. 'll see you on Monday.

END 2:17 P.M. EDT
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From: Berger, Christine (OAG)

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Mar-a-Lago search gives Biden an opening on poitics of crime
To: Coey, Anthony D. (PAO)

Cc: Iverson, Dena (PAO)

Sent: August 30, 2022 7:20 AM (UTC-04:00)

Thanks - I haven’t done that and aren’t aware of any others who have.

On Aug 30, 2022, at 6:55 AM, Coley, Anthony D. (PAO) ()X (®)] wrote:

Hey CB, Given this reporting, 'm inclined to {{s) N ....lemme
know if you/others may have already done that. I not, we’ll try to get it this am.

Begin forwarded message:

From: POLITICO Playbook <politicoplaybook@email.politico.com>
Date: August 30, 2022 at 6:22:29 AM EDT

To: "Coley, Anthony D. (PAO)" {{K(S)]

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Mar-a-Lago search gives Biden an opening on politics of crime
Reply-To: "POLITICO, LLC" <reply-fe821d757d6d037b74-630318 HTML-1187253073-1376319-
O@politicoemail.com>

Vew n browser
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Go ng after Repub cans for want ng to "defund the FBI' s new for Joe B den, and t represents the frst t me that he w
be we ghng n on the po tca fa out from the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago. Aex Wong/Getty Images

Listen to today's Daily Briefing

@D R I VI N G T H E D A Y

COUNTDOWN — 10 weeks until Election Day.

FIRE UP YOUR PACER ACCOUNT — A new filing from the Department of Justice of
up to 40 pages responding to DONALD TRUMP’s request seeking a special master to

review documents seized in the search of Mar-a-Lago is expected today. See more
below

BIDEN FLIPS THE SCRIPT ON DEFUND THE POLICE — As a policy issue, crime,
like inflation and immigration, has consistently been a political vulnerability for JOE
BIDEN and Democrats. A Fox News poll in June showed Republicans with a net
advantage of 13 points on the issue, the party’s second best rating, behind inflation
and border security. An ABC News/Ipsos poll this month found a similar 11-point
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advantage for Republicans on the issue of crime, which was Democrats’ worst issue
tested in the poll.

Republicans have seized on the national spike in murders (almost 30% in 2020,
when, um, Trump was president), the “defund the police” movement, and criminal
justice reform policies pursued by unpopular progressive presecutors who have faced
a backlash even from liberals, such as San Francisco’s CHESA BOUDIN, who was
recalled, and Los Angeles’ GEORGE GASCON, who recently dodged a similar effort.

Biden has responded in three ways. (1) He has tried to talk more about “gun
safety” or “gun violence.” When pollsters use those phrases to ask voters which party
they trust more, Democrats suddenly have the upperhand. In the ABC poll this
month, Democrats had a 5-point advantage over Republicans when asked about gun
violence. (2) Biden has also sharply dismissed any notions that he supports
defunding the police, the activist-driven slogan that gained sympathy among
progressives two years ago but has been almost universally rejected by elected
Democrats. (3) Finally, Biden has downplayed progressive criminal justice reform and
tweaked the way he talks about it.

“Fund the police and promote effective prosecution of crimes affecting families
today” is now the White House’s preferred framing about those two issues (in that
order).

For more than a year, Biden has been on the defensive on these issues, tacking
to the middle and adjusting his language. Now, suddenly, White House aides tell
Playbook they believe Biden can play offense.

Today in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., Biden will not just defend his record and spotlight the
recent bipartisan gun safety package he signed into law, he’ll attack the GOP as soft
on crime — for its record on guns, its defense of Jan. 6 criminals and, most
interestingly, its recent response to the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago.

Here’s how a White House official previewed today’s 3:15 p.m. speech at Wilkes
University for Playbook:

“President Biden will ... talk about his Safer America Plan and the simple, basic
notion that when it comes to public safety in this nation, the answer isn’t to defund

the police, it’s to fund the police.

“The president will talk about how he brought together Democrats and
Republicans earlier this summer to pass the most significant gun safety law in 30
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years. He'll say we must build on that momentum and act to ban assault weapons.
A majority of Americans support it. The NRA opposes it. Do Republican Members of
Congress side with the American people or the NRA? It’s time to hold every elected
official’s feet to the fire.

“The president will make clear that Congressional Republicans’ extreme MAGA
agenda is a threat to the rule of law. He will say that you can’t propose defunding
the FBI or defend the mob that stormed the Capitol and attacked and assaulted police
officers on January 6th and be pro-police.

“And he will highlight how his plan would invest in 100,000 more cops who will be
trained and supervised consistent with standards in the president’s Executive Order
to advance effective, accountable community policing that builds public trust and
strengthens public safety. As part of the American Rescue Plan that President Biden
signed into law last year, we sent $350 billion to local governments to keep cops on
the beat. Every Republican in Congress voted against that funding for law
enforcement. And, Trump cut $400 billion from his budget for state and local law
enforcement.”

This is a significant escalation for Biden in terms of how he will attack the GOP in
the final 10 weeks of the campaign. Raising the GOP’s ties to the NRA and its
response to Jan. 6 isn’t new. Going after Republicans for wanting to “defund the FBI”
is, and it represents the first time that Biden will be weighing in on the political
fallout from the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago. We’ll be eager to hear how he talks about
it, considering the sensitivity around any hint that the White House is politicizing the
document investigation.

A message from Campa gn for Tobacco-Free K ds:

FDA's delays mean nicotine-loaded flavored e-cigarettes are headed back to
school.

Ignoring deadlines set by courts and Congress, the FDA has allowed highly addictive
flavored e-cigarettes to remain on store shelves — leaving kids at risk.

Learn what the FDA must do right now to stop Big Tobacco from luring kids into
lifelong addiction.

SPEAKING OF VIOLENT CRIME — America’s pandemic-era murder increase isn’t
fading this year as experts had hoped, NPR’s Martin Kaste reports from Seattle in a
look at what might be the “new normal.” Early data shows homicides dropping
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slightly in some cities (but nowhere near pre-pandemic levels) and continuing to rise
in others.

ELYNE VAUGHT, a prosecutor in King County, Washington: "This is definitely not
the '9os, what we're seeing. The '90s was more gang-oriented, there was much more
organized, sort of targeted shootings. Today, it's petty offenses, petty conflicts,
reckless shootings."

THE NEXT BIDEN SPEECH — Biden will be back in Pennsylvania on Thursday to
deliver a big primetime speech outside Philadelphia’s Independence Hall echoing his
2020 campaign theme about “the battle for the soul of nation,” NBC’s Mike Memoli
scooped. The president will lay out the actions he’s taken to protect democracy while
in office — but also warn of the ongoing risks to fundamental “rights and freedoms.”

Good Tuesday morning. Thanks for reading Playbook. Drop us a line: Rachael
Bade, Eugene Daniels, Ryan Lizza.

TRUMP FORCES GOP OFF-SCRIPT (AGAIN) — The fallout over the Mar-a-Lago
search has once again forced Republicans to answer for Trump when they’d prefer to
be talking about Biden and the economy, Meridith McGraw, Andrew Desiderio, Nick
Wu and Kyle Cheney report. “Some top Republicans acknowledge the growing angst
and concern, as it’s become clearer that Trump may have been warehousing some of
America’s most sensitive secrets in an unsecured basement.”

One GOP fundraiser says the donor mood is “enormous frustration.” “The
question is, is there willingness to express that frustration,” the fundraiser added. “I
don’t know the answer to that. But there is real frustration, and with the exception of
people who are too stupid to understand the need to be frustrated, it is nearly
universal.”

MEANWHILE — “Republicans bob and weave on abortion — as Democrats
hammer away,” by Zach Montellaro and Ally Mutnick

CLIMATE SIREN — “Zombie ice from Greenland will raise sea level 10 inches,”
AP’s Seth Borenstein

MORE PER ASPERA THAN AD ASTRA — The much-anticipated Artemis I trip to
the moon got delayed Monday when problems with engine cooling caused officials to
call off the launch. NASA could give it another go as soon as Friday or Monday. More

from Space.com
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BIDEN’'S TUESDAY:

—10:15 a.m.: The president and VP KAMALA HARRIS will receive the
President’s Daily Brief.

—12:35 p.m.: Biden will leave the White House for Wilkes-Barre, Pa., arriving at
1:45 p.m.

— 3:15 p.m.: Biden will deliver remarks on safety, guns and crime at the Marts
Center at Wilkes University.

— 4:30 p.m.: Biden will leave Wilkes-Barre, getting back to the White House at
5:40 p.m.

Press secretary KARINE JEAN-PIERRE will gaggle on Air Force One on the
way to Pennsylvania. The White House monkeypox response team and public

health officials will brief at 2 p.m.

THE SENATE and THE HOUSE are out.

STEP INSIDE THE WEST WING: What's really happening in West Wing offices?
Find out who's up, who's down, and who really has the president’s ear in our West
Wing Playbook newsletter, the insider's guide to the Biden White House and Cabinet.

For buzzy nuggets and details that you won't find anywhere else, subscribe today.

PHOTO OF THE DAY
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New U.S. ctzens wave Amer can fags after be ng be ng sworn n at a natura zat on ceremony at Dodger Stad um on
Monday, Aug. 29, n Los Angees. Mar o Tama/Getty Images

#lP L A Y B O O K R E A D S
MAR-A-LAGO FALLOUT
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THE VIEW FROM DOJ — A Justice Department filing Monday said that its “filter
team” has already finished reviewing the materials seized from Mar-a-Lago for info
protected by attorney-client privilege — a timeline that “could undercut the former
president’s efforts to have a special master appointed to review the files,” reports
WaPo’s Devlin Barrett. The filing

— But if the special master is appointed, Trump could successfully delay the DOJ
investigation and force a legal battle to drag out, NYT’s Charlie Savage, Glenn Thrush
and Alan Feuer report. A potential DOJ appeal of an injunction “would play out not
just on its legal merits, but also on how quickly judges moved before issuing a ruling
that will itself be subject to further appeal. ... The appointment ... would also prompt
other novel legal questions, raising the possibility of time-consuming litigation to
resolve them.”

ON THE OTHER SIDE — Trump’s attorneys are advancing a line of legal argument
that envisions expansive powers for the president, AP’s Eric Tucker writes, citing a
recently revealed May letter from his team. It “suggests that a defense strategy
anchored around presidential powers, a strategy employed during special counsel
ROBERT MUELLER'’s Russia investigation when Trump actually was president, may
again be in play.” Legal experts are skeptical.

WHAT’S IN THE DOCS — Trump has told people for years that he knew details
about French President EMMANUEL MACRON’s love life, perhaps via “intelligence,”
Rolling Stone’s Adam Rawnsley and Asawin Suebsaeng report . That could perhaps
shed light on why the FBI's list of seized documents included “info re: President of
France,” though there’s no indication yet of what that material pertains to.

ALL POLITICS

SAME STRATEGY, DIFFERENT STATE — “Dems interfere in GOP primary in New
Hampshire,” by Ally Mutnick

TIGHT SQUEEZES IN THE GRAND CANYON STATE — New Arizona polls out
Monday from the Trafalgar Group, a GOP polling firm, showed Democratic Sen.
MARK KELLY leading Republican BLAKE MASTERS by 3.3 points, but GOP
gubernatorial nominee KARI LAKE ahead of Democrat KATIE HOBBS by 0.7 points.
Nobody topped 48%.

— Masters pivots: As the Republican’s campaign website keeps changing, CNN’s

Andrew Kaczynski and Em Steck have the latest on what else Masters scrubbed
recently: An inaccurate claim that the 2020 election was stolen, along with
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statements that Democrats wanted to “import” new voters via immigration and that
America would be better off with Trump in office.

— Masters doesn’t pivot: After liberals criticized a Masters tweet that blasted a
focus on diversity among Fed leaders, he put out a video slamming “the Democrats’
diversity obsession”: “I don’t care if every single employee at the Fed is a Black
lesbian, as long as they’re hired for their competence ... We are done with this
affirmative action regime. You know, I can’t think of a single policy since the end of
Jim Crow that’s been worse or more divisive for race relations.” Masters also said

Harris is “so incompetent she can’t even get a sentence out.”

BATTLE FOR THE HOUSE — The House GOP-aligned super PAC Congressional
Leadership Fund is reserving $37 million in new ads around the country as
Republicans play offense to flip the House, Axios’ Hans Nichols and Sophia Cai
report. Nine-tenths of the TV reservations are in Biden-won districts, though CLF is
also shoring up a few GOP-held seats in California, lowa and Nebraska.

BATTLE FOR THE SENATE — “A Surprise Senate Race Rises Out West,” by
NYT’s Carl Hulse on the race between Democratic Sen. MICHAEL BENNET and
Republican JOE O’DEA

PANDEMIC POLITICS — Pennsylvania AG JOSH SHAPIRO is moderating on
pandemic policies as the Democratic gubernatorial nominee, opposing shutdowns,
mask mandates and vaccine mandates to distance himself from Gov. TOM WOLF’s
more stringent measures, AP’s Marc Levy reports from Harrisburg,

RICK ROLLED — Billionaire developer RICK CARUSO looked like a moderate
insurgent poised to have a real shot at the Los Angeles mayoralty this spring. But now
he’s running second to Rep. KAREN BASS as the national mood shifts, Lara Korte
and Alexander Nieves report. “Caruso’s predicament is a reminder of a bitter truth
about politics: Money can get you only so far,” they write.

FOR PLANNING PURPOSES — “Who is going to debate in key midterm races in
battleground states,” ABC

2024 WATCH — Former Secretary of State MIKE POMPEO will be at the New

Hampshire Institute of Politics for a “Politics & Eggs” event Sept. 20, per Fox News’
Paul Steinhauser.

THE WHITE HOUSE
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HIT THE ROAD, JOE — In addition to Pittsburgh, the White House said Biden will
head to Milwaukee on Labor Day, per the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

FIRST LADY HEALTH UPDATE — First lady JILL BIDEN has now tested negative for
the coronavirus after having a rebound case last week, the White House said. She’ll
head back to the D.C. area today.

OTHER FBI NEWS — TIMOTHY THIBAULT, an FBI agent who came under fire from
the right over allegations of bias in the HUNTER BIDEN laptop investigation, retired
this weekend, Fox News’ Bradford Betz and David Spunt report. Senate Judiciary
ranking member CHUCK GRASSLEY (R-Iowa) had raised concerns about Thibault
this summer, citing whistleblowers.

CONGRESS

FIRST PERSON — AP congressional reporter ALAN FRAM is retiring after almost 40
years covering the Hill, and he writes in a farewell piece of the changes, for better and
for worse, that he’s seen in Congress. Along with anecdotes about BOB DOLE,
GEORGE W. BUSH, JOHN BOEHNER and more, Fram offers a warning: “I still
overhear Democrats and Republicans making dinner plans. The sorrow over this
month’s traffic accident death of Rep. JACKIE WALORSKI , R-Ind., and two aides
was bipartisan and heartfelt. Yet today’s common ground seems narrower, the
atmosphere darker, the stakes higher.”

LOCK, STOCK AND BARREL — A judge ordered DOJ to make public by next week
more information about the search warrant underpinning the 2020 seizure of Sen.
RICHARD BURR'’s (R-N.C.) cellphone, the L.A. Times’ Sarah Wire reports.

2023 PREVIEW — “Hunter Biden, Border Crossings and Covid Policies Face New
Scrutiny if GOP Wins House,” WSJ
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A message from Campa gn for Tobacco-Free K ds:
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JAN. 6 AND ITS AFTERMATH

SECRET SERVICE SECRETS — TONY ORNATO, the Secret Service leader and
Trump White House alum who featured prominently in CASSIDY HUTCHINSON’s
Jan. 6 committee testimony, announced Monday that he’s retiring, Kyle Cheney
scooped. “Although Ornato quickly signaled he was willing to testify in response to
Hutchinson’s account, he has yet to appear for a new interview with the select
committee.”
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— The Intercept’s Ken Klippenstein adds this detail: “Ornato had finally agreed to
an interview with Department of Homeland Security investigators on August 31 ...
Ornato has indicated that he still intends to attend ... but since Ornato will be a
private citizen, investigators won’t have testimonial subpoena authority to compel his
cooperation.”

THE INVESTIGATIONS — A judge on Monday tossed out Georgia Gov. BRIAN
KEMP’s attempt to evade a subpoena in the Fulton County investigation into efforts
to overturn the 2020 election — but he allowed Kemp to delay it until after the
midterms. The judge “largely sided with [DA FANI] WILLIS’ office in Monday’s
ruling,” per The Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s Tyler Estep . He also turned down
attorney KENNETH CHESEBRO'’s attempt to quash a subpoena in the probe.

— Willis said in a filing Monday that Sen. LINDSEY GRAHAM (R-S.C.) should be
made to testify because “his public entanglement with the political interests of the
former president” undercuts his legal arguments against doing so, per Bloomberg.

WAR IN UKRAINE

E-RING READING — “Ukraine lures Russian missiles with decoys of U.S. rocket
system,” by WaPo’s John Hudson

— “Ukraine has hobbled Russia’s Black Sea Fleet. Could it turn the tide of the
war?” by Christopher Miller and Paul McLeary

— “Ukraine War Is Depleting U.S. Ammunition Stockpiles, Sparking Pentagon
Concern,” by WSJ’s Gordon Lubold, Nancy Youssef and Ben Kesling

AMERICA AND THE WORLD

b

DISHY READ — “Inside Liz Truss’s not so special relationship with the U.S.,” by
FT’s Felicia Schwartz

DANCE OF THE SUPERPOWERS — The Biden administration intends to ask
congressional committee leaders to sign off on a $1.1 billion sale of missiles and
other arms to Taiwan, Lara Seligman and Andrew Desiderio scooped.

THE PANDEMIC

GETTING A BOOST — The FDA is likely to authorize the Pfizer/BioNTech and
Moderna coronavirus vaccine booster shots as early as Wednesday, Adam Cancryn
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and Katherine Ellen Foley report. The Omicron-focused shots then could roll out
soon after Labor Day, though exact timing may yet change.

BEYOND THE BELTWAY

DISASTER IN MISSISSIPPI — “‘Do Not Drink The Water’: Jackson Water System
Failing For 180,000 People,” Mississippi Free Press

BORDER TALES — “A ‘radical shift’ at the border is making things tougher for
Biden,” by CNN’s Catherine Shoichet and Christopher Hickey: “For decades, many
border policies have been designed with Mexican migrants in mind ... but it’s much
more difficult to deport people to other countries. There are limits to which
nationalities can be turned back under Title 42, for example. And frosty diplomatic
relations can affect deportations, too.”

— AP’s Gisela Salomon explores the Cuban exodus, as much higher numbers of
emigres “stake their lives and futures on a dangerous journey to the United States by
air, land and sea to escape economic and political woes.”

MEDIAWATCH

BOOK REPORT — Early versions of DINESH D’SOUZA's conspiratorial
forthcoming book “2000 Mules” have been recalled by Regnery, which pushed back
its publication date to Oct. 25. The publisher cited “a publishing error” for the change,
though it said the book will still come out.

SUBSCRIBE TO POWER SWITCH: The energy landscape is profoundly
transforming. Power Switch is a daily newsletter that unlocks the most important
stories driving the energy sector and the political forces shaping critical decisions
about your energy future, from production to storage, distribution to consumption.
Don’t miss out on Power Switch, your guide to the politics of energy transformation
in America and around the world. SUBSCRIBE TODAY.

P L AY B O O K E R s

Bill Clinton sat next to Dr. Ruth at the U.S. Open.

IN MEMORIAM — “Colleagues remember longtime CBS photojournalist George
Christian,” CBS: “Christian had a front-row seat to history. He was there when
President Nixon resigned and with President George W. Bush on 9/11. Following his
death over the weekend, his CBS colleagues are remembering him as a friend and a

Document ID; 0.7.498.12139 01715-02277



mentor.”

OUT AND ABOUT — Michael Wong of Sen. Kyrsten Sinema’s (D-Ariz.) office was
treated to a surprise serenade by The Beach Boys at San Lorenzo on Sunday night.
The group (who had just finished playing Wolf Trap) performed “Kokomo” after
discovering Wong was celebrating finishing his MBA from Wharton at the next table.
Pic ... SPOTTED: Barrett Lane, Kelley Williams, lan Mariani, Baillee Brown,
Macey Matthews, Phoebe Miner, Jack Welty, Alyssa Marois, Gregg Sheiowitz,
Alex Sternhell and Langston Emerson.

— Foreign Policy for America held its NextGen Initiative Leadership Retreat on
Sunday, an event gathering the heads of the initiative to examine plans for the
upcoming year and ways to center young foreign policy voices in congressional
elections. SPOTTED: Andrew Albertson, Michael Poznansky, Shannon Kellman,
Simone Williams, Grant Haver, Leah Fiddler, Bo Machayo, Esther Im, Elizabeth
Rosen, Elizabeth Lopez-Sandoval, Scott Bade, Phoebe Benich, Mike Fox, Tashi
Chogyal, Mari Faines, Sarah Gardiner, Tabatha Pilgrim Thompson, Sam Denney,
Caroline Kaufman, Mai El-Sadany, Matt Keating, Stacey Pirtle, Bethan Saunders,
John Lindsay, Kristina Biyad and Ben Weingrod.

FIRST IN PLAYBOOK — Sophie Shulman will be deputy administrator of the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, two people familiar with the matter
told Daniel Lippman. She currently is deputy chief of staff for policy at DOT and will
start in her new job by the beginning of next year.

— Carmen Iguina Gonzalez is joining Kaplan Hecker & Fink’s D.C. office as counsel.
She previously was senior staff attorney with the ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project
and is a former Supreme Court clerk.

MEDIA MOVES — David Plotz’s City Cast is launching the “City Cast DC” podcast to
dive into the city’s stories, hosted by Bridget Todd and POLITICO’s Michael
Schaffer. ... The AP announced its politics, democracy and elections team, comprising
14 journalists across the country.

STAFFING UP — Jennifer Tyre is now social media director at DHS. She previously
was senior digital comms officer at the German Marshall Fund.

TRANSITION — Lyndsey Fifield is now digital marketing director for Nikki Haley’s
Stand for America. She previously was social media manager at Heritage.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) ... Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon (D-Pa.) ...
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CNN'’s John King and Christi Parsons ... Warren Buffett (92)... WaPo’s Martine
Powers ... Patrick Kerley ... POLITICO’s Mitch Schuler, Jordain Carney and Jen
Dreyer ... Bryan Rich ... State’s Tom Countryman ... Lia Albini ... NBC’s Brandy
Zadrozny ... George Riccardo ... Karl Russo ... Rachel Harris ... Elliot Bell-Krasner
... Caitlin Girouard ... Laura Moser ... Cheryl Mills ... Ariana Berengaut ... Alec
Camihi ... Murray Weiss

Did someone forward this email to you? Sign up here.
Send Playbookers tips to playbook @politico.com or text us at 202-556-3307.

Playbook couldn’t happen without our editor Mike DeBonis, deputy editor Zack
Stanton and producers Setota Hailemariam and Bethany Irvine.

Correction: Monday’s Playbook misstated the scheduled launch time of the Space
Launch System Rocket. It was slated for 8:33 a.m. EDT.

A message from Campa gn for Tobacco-Free K ds:

FDA delays leave flavored e-cigarettes on the market — putting kids at risk.

Big Tobacco continues to lure kids with flavored e-cigarettes, hooking them with
massive doses of nicotine. These addictive products can impact kids’ brain
development, learning, and ability to focus in school.

The courts and Congress have ordered the FDA to act, but repeated delays mean
flavored e-cigarettes are still widely available. To protect kids, the FDA must
eliminate all flavored e-cigarettes now.

Learn more about what the FDA must do to prevent youth addiction.

Follow us on Twitter

x| Rachael Bade @rachaelmbade
Eugene Daniels @EugeneDaniels2
Ryan Lizza @RyanLizza
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From: Whte ouse Press Offce

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Press Brefng by Press Secretary Kar ne Jean-P erre, August 29, 2022
To: Loeb, Em y M. (ODAG)
Sent: August 30, 2022 7:35 AM (UTC-04:00)

X

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 30, 2022

PRESS BR EF NG
BY PRESS SECRETARY KAR NE JEAN-P ERRE

James S. Brady Press Briefing Room

(August 29, 2022)

3:18 P.M. EDT

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Hi. Good afternoon, everybody.

Q Good afternoon.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Thank you. All right, today the Vice President and the Second
Gentleman visited NASA's Kennedy Space Center in Florida to attend the launch of the
Artemis mission. Despite the launch being pulled down, we look forward to it
happening when NASA says all systems are ready.

While at the Kennedy Space Center, the Vice President and Second Gentleman met with
STEM students, astronauts, and workers building the crew modules for Artemis ;, which
will be the first crewed Artemis mission, and Artemis , which will return American

astronauts to the Moon, including the first woman and person of color.

As you may have seen, today we announced that the Biden Harris administration will
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host the White House Conference on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health on September 28th in
Washington, D.C.

As the President said a few months ago, this will be the first conference of this kind
in more than 50 years. The conference will bring together government leaders,
academics, activists, and Americans from all walks of life to achieve the goal of
ending hunger and reducing diet-related diseases in the U.S. by 2030. A key
additional focus will be reducing disparities among the communities who are impacted
the most by these issues.

At the conference, we will announce a national strategy that identifies actions the
government will take to encourage the public and private sectors to drive
transformative change and address the intersections between food, hunger, nutrition,
and health.

With that, Zeke, you want to take it away?

Q Thanks, Karine. Over the weekend, the 0Office of the Director of National
ntelligence said they were conducting a risk assessment of the classified documents
found at former President Trump's home in Florida. Does the President intend to get
briefed on -- on that risk assessment once it's completed?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, look, we have seen the letter from ODN to Congress on this, but
would refer you to either ODN or the Justice Department by any specific questions

on this.

As we have said, this involves material that is part of an ongoing criminal
investigation, and we just aren't going to comment on that at this time. hear your
guestion; we just don't -- we're not going to say anything at this time while the
investigation is going on.

Q This is about the President's actions, not what they're doing there. So does he
-- you can't say whether or not he'll be briefed on --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Well, can say that he has not been briefed. know folks have
asked, you know, if he has been briefed via the PDB or otherwise on any classified
materials. That -- can say, as a general matter -- we Jjust don't get into
information included in the President's classified materials -- this is what this
would be considered -- or daily briefings on sensitive national security or
intelligence matters. This is ODN =-- a decision that they've made. So talking about

any PDB specifically would be inappropriate or any classified, again, material.

On this specific issue, we have been very clear the President was not briefed in
advance of this Justice Department's recent actions. We have not been involved in
this matter as part of the Justice Department's ongoing criminal investigation. We

see this as part of the underlying material that is connected to this.
So, you know, we're -- as we'wve said, we are committed to the independence with -- as
it relates to any legal matters that the Department of Justice has. And that is

something that the President has been very clear about and is going to continue.

Q But just to, again, put a finer point on it: The President will get briefed or
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will not get briefed when ODN finishes the risk assessment?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: just -- am just saying to you this is an underlying material --
underlying matter that is related to this. We're just not geing to comment. And as
it relates to any classified materials or anything that's related to PD- -- PDB, we

don't comment on that at all.

But, you know, again, this is a part of an investigation. The President hasn't been

briefed on any of this. He -- none of us have been briefed. The White House not has
been briefed on any of this. And so, we are just going to leave it to the Department
of Justice and to ODN on this.

Q And on a different topic, tomorrow marks the one-year anniversary of when the
President marked the end of U.S5. -- the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and the end
of the war there. How does the President plan to mark that occasion? Does he plan to
speak to the American people? Does he plan to honor the lives of the 13
servicemembers who were lost at Abbey Gate?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 8o, as you know, last week, on Friday, we did put out -- the
President put out a statement -- released a statement where he named each of the 13
troops who were tragically killed that day.

The President feels deeply about the loss that was suffered one year ago. And as he
said in that statement just this past Friday, he feels strongly that we owe their
families support for the rest of their lives. We are never going to stop seeking
justice for those who were involved in planning of the attack or for terrorists who

threaten our homeland in any way.

No President feels more strongly about this than this President -- about our troops
than this President and their families. And this President -- and he and the First

ady have taken action to support our servicemembers and their families through
Joining Forces and signing the historic pits legislation.

don't have anything else to share with you on any future statements that he may

make.
Q Nothing (inaudible)?
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Nothing to share about any -- anything on his schedule. 2As you

know, he's going to be traveling tomorrow.

Q One more gquestion on the DN . They're assessing whether bringing those
classified documents to Mar-a- ago damaged national security or jecopardized natioconal
intelligence operations. Does the President feel that the public has a right to know

the conclusion of that assessment?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Again, 'm -— we're just not going to comment about conclusions.
We're not going to comment on anything related to this at this time, any specifics to
this. We are going to refer all these questions to ODN and also the Department of

Justice. We're just not going to com- —--

Q But it’s a question about transparency not --
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MS. JEAN-P ERRE: No,  --

Q -— on the investigation.
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: understand. understand the question. Any underlying materials,
any underlying questions to this, we're just not going to comment. Of course, it's

important to have transparency, but we're just not going to go any further than that.

Q And then, on another topic, the President has a lot of travel coming up. He's
been getting out more in the country, mestly, you know, doing events sort of touting
his agenda, things that -- his accomplishments and the like. Are we going to see him
actually, as we approach the midterms, stumping for individual candidates? Are we

going to see more big rallies, like -- like he did last week?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 5o, as you know, can only speak to official travel from here;
can't speak to any of the campaign or political travel. The President, the Vice
President, Cabinet Secretaries, our Hill allies, governors, mayors, and allied groups
will take the message directly to the American people.

As you know, we had a string of successful legisla- -- legislative pieces just a
couple of weeks ago. And so, in the coming weeks, the President will host a Cabinet
meeting here; host an nflation Reduction Act celebration event at the White House,
which is going to happen on September 13th, as you all know; and will travel across
the country to highlight how the nflation Reduction Act will save money on

prescription drugs, cut healthcare premiums, and cut energy costs.

Other upcoming events will illustrate how President Biden worked to get things done,
including passing a historic gun safety law and making smart investments to keep our
competitive edge and rebuild American manufacturing through the CH PS and Science Act
and bipartisan law.

The President will attend a groundbreaking at ntel in Ohio, as you all know, to
address his safe —-- Safer America plan that helps fight crime and make communities
safer while in Pennsylvania, which is happening tomorrow, and highlight the American

Rescue Plan along the way.
And so, that's going to be our focus: to get our message out, to talk -- to speak
directly to the American people on how congressional Democrats and this President

delivered.

Again, can't get into specific -- specific or any campaign trail or what we're doing
politically, but that's what we're doing on the official side.

Q The President has at least two trips scheduled to Pennsylvania in the next week.
He's -- and he traveled there more than any other state last year. Obviously, he's

from Pennsylvania, but is there any other significance to him visiting that state?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: All can say is Pennsylvania is close and dear to his heart and he

is glad to be traveling there these next couple of trips, as you Jjust mentioned.

Go ahead, Nancy.
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Q Thank you so much. Going back to the topic that Zeke brought up, there's been a
lot of confusion. 'm wondering if you can shed any light on this guestion of whether
this White House or this President believes that a President has the ability to

declassify classified documents simply by saying so.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: ook, we want to be very careful here, as you know. We're just not
going to speak -- it is really -- the question that you're asking me is related to
everything that is happening currently right now with the Department of Justice and

even ODN as they -- as said, we're aware of the letter. We did not have any
advanced knowledge of the -- of the letter.
Right now, we are -- at this time, we're just not going to make comments on any

guestions related to this, any underlying questions, any content that is related to
what we're currently seeing, that -- the Department of Justice is independently
working on an investigation that is independent, and we're Jjust not going to comment

at this time.

Q So, you can’t say what this President believes the process 1s that he needs to go
through when he wants to declassify that?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 'm just not going to -- because it's related to what we're all
hearing and you all are reporting about, 'm just not going to comment on it at this
time.

Q When the President speaks about guns tomorrow in Wilkes-Barre, is there a new

policy he's going to be laying out? What can you tell us about what he's going to say

on that issue tomorrow?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: have some -- some preview for you on this. So, tomorrow,
President Biden will be traveling about -- about his Safer America Plan and the
simple, basic notion that, when it comes to public safety in this nation, the answer
isn't to defund the police, it's to fund the police.

He will highlight how his plan would invest 100 more cops for effective, accountable
community policing that builds public trust and strengthens public safety.

And as part of the American Rescue Plan -- you've heard us say this -- that President
Biden signed intec law last year, we sent $350 billion to local governments to keep
cops on the beat. And in contrast, every Republican in Congress voted against the
funding for law enforcement. And Trump -- also Donald Trump cut $400 billion from his
budget for state and local law enforcement.

So, the President is going to talk about how he brought the Democrats and Republicans
together earlier this month to pass the most significant safety law in 30 years.

He'll talk about how we have built on that momentum and how we must act on ban assault
weapons. You'll hear that from him as well.

So, again, a majority of Americans support this when we talk about banning assault

weapons; the NRA opposes it. And so we are going to hear from the President about --

about the importance of making sure that we protect our communities.
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You know, the President has been really clear that congressional Republicans -- that
extreme MAGA agenda that you heard him talk about last week is a threat to the rule of
law.

We will say that -- he will say that you can't propose defunding the FB or defund the
mob that stormed the Capitol and attacked and assaulted police officers on January 6th
and pre- -- and be pro-police. And that's what you're going to hear from the

President tomorrow.
Q And then, finally, Senate candidate ieutenant Governor John Fetterman says he is
going to be at the parade in Pittsburgh on abor Day and, quote, he “looks forward to

talking to the President there about the need to finally decriminalize marijuana.”

The President has said in the past we need to rethink our approach. Has he decided
how he wants to rethink the approach? Does he agree with John Fetterman?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So don't have anything right now to announce. But just want to

talk a little bit and take a step back to talk about the drug -- our drug policy that
we -- that we have been very clear about, but 'll leave some stuff here.

We’'re -- we're at an urgent moment when it comes to an overdose epidemic. You've
heard the President talk about that. More than 100,000 lives lost in the -- in the

most recent 12-month period.

The bulk of our early efforts have been focused on addressing the addiction and
overdose epidemic. That's what we have talked about these past 1% months, which has
worsened during the course of the pandemic, sadly.

Untreated addiction and overdose deaths require urgent attention and having evidence-
based policies in place -- in place is critical. That is incredibly important to this
President. But at the same time, President Biden believes that there are too many
people serving unduly long sentences for nonviolent drug crimes -- a disproportionate
number of whom are Black and brown. That's why, in April, during the Second Chance
month, President Biden announced 17 sentences, commutations, and three pardons, which
are more grants of clemency at this point in a presidency than any of his five recent
predecessors.

As 'we said before, the President supports leaving decisions regarding legalization

for recreational use up to the states; rescheduling cannabis as a Schedule drug so
researchers can study its positive and negative impacts; and, at the federal level, he
supports decriminalizing marijuana use and automatically expunging any prior criminal

records.

don't -- we don't have anything to announce today at this point, but just wanted

to lay that for you.

Q On the Federal Reserve, Elizabeth Warren has said that she's concerned that if
the Fed raises rates again that it could put people out of work or tip the economy
into a recession. Does the President share any of those concerns about an overreach

or a possible overreach?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 8o, as you know, we've been very clear when it comes to the
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President's plan on attacking inflation. He has said many times that he gives the
Federal Reserve their independence to -- to make the monetary decision on how to deal
with inflation. That 1s something that, again, we give their independence. We
believe they have the strongest tools to deal -- to deal with that.

But we know that Americans are feeling the pain of higher costs, higher prices.

That's why we have worked so hard to bring down gas prices. We've seen, for 76 days,
gas prices have gone down. t is the fastest decline, as you've heard us say, in over
a decade. And so that is important. That's why the nflation Reduction Act was so
critical in dealing with -- that's going to deal with lowering costs, that's going to
deal with that $300 billion. t’s going to deal with reducing the deficit, which is
important, which is now -- that $1.7 trillion deficit that we have seen under this
President in the past 19 months; $380 billion was done last year. And so, this is

important as well.

t's important for the President, but he's going to continue to do the work. But we
want to say -- a couple of things that we wanted to share is, like, you saw the new
data on Friday that showed prices came down nationwide last month and personal income
went up. So that is a sign of inflation that is easing. BAnd latest CP- -- the latest
headline, CP inflation was flat. Prices in the aggregate had no increase versus the

prior month.

And this morning, we lear- -- and yesterday morning -- pardon me, sorry -- Friday
morning, we learned that consumer sentiment is up 13 percent since July and one-year
inflation expectation dropped nearly half a percent from -- from the month -- from the

month before.

We have more work to do. We understand that. We know that there are families who are
-- and Americans who are still feeling the pain. And we're going to continue to do
the work to do --

Q So the White House doesn’t disagree with Senator Warren?
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Well, 'm just -- we're just saying that this is something that the
Federal Reserve is going to -- we don't want to step on, you know, what the Federal

Reserve is going to do.

Our goal is to -- to keep bringing down inflation without sacrificing the historic and

lifechanging economic gains that we've seen this country has made over the last 18

months.

And, you know, as Powell said -- as Powell also said, the economy continues to show
strong, underlying momentum. We have regained all of the jobs lost during the
pandemic. And if you look at the labor market, it -- you know, consumers are
spending; as said, what businesses are investing; and what American industry is
producing, you continue to see the resiliency in our -- in our economy and that's what
matters.

Q Thanks, Karine. Can you -- can you talk a little bit about the free COV D test

program going away? What does that mean for the COV D testing industry? And does it

mean that rapid tests will be harder to come by if there's a fall surge?
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M5. JEAN-P ERKE: S50, on Friday, the administration announced that 1t wi suspend
taking orders for free tests through COV DTests.gov because Congress hasn't provided

the COV D funding we need to replenish the nation's stockpiles of tests. As simple as

that.
The last day to place new orders will be Friday, September -- this is September 2nd.
And -- but just to give you a little bit of what we have done and what we've had to

do, we've already distributed over 600 million tests through this program, and every
household has had the opportunity to place three orders for a total of 16 tests.

Americans will continue to have other options for free testing, including free at-home
tests through private insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, and 1,500 community-based free
testing sites. So that is available to Americans.

So, look, the administration has been very clear about our urgent COV D-19 response
funding needs for months. We'wve been talking about it for months. The COV D Response
Team has been talking about it for months. We've warned that the congressional
inaction would face unacceptable tra- -- trade-offs and harm our preparedness and

response, and that the consequences would likely worsen over time.

So this is an action we've been forced to take that will help preserve our limited
remaining supply, ensuring we have a limited of tes- -- supply of tests available in
the fall. So that's what we're trying to be forward thinking, forward leaning here
when we might face a new rise in infections and more acute need.

Q Has the administration given up on getting COV D funds in the CR? And on that
realm, mean, what does that mean for free COV D vaccines? mean, is it no longer -
M3. JEAN-P ERRE: So are you talking about the booster that's -- that we're about to
announce?

Q Well, just —-

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Or that is first --

Q —-— providing for the costs.
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Okay. 8o —- so let me just be clear: These decisions about the
vaccines, including when will be -- who and when will be eligible are made by FDA and

CDC. Sco just want to make sure, based on their experts and their review, as we talk
about wvaccines.

So, you know, in the meantime, the administration has been working with state and
local health departments and other partners to prepare operationally for all

scenarios.

This includes working to ensure vaccines remain available in a range of trusted
convenient loca- -- locations, including local pharmacies and community health
centers, and easy to access.

So, we're planning for this. We're planning for a robust plan and education program,
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And so, you know, while we're preparing, we are doing so with the limited funding we
have left. So, we have some funding for this. We've had to take money away from
things like testing, as just mentioned, to help fund the procurement of these
vaccines. So, that's one way, as said, we had to be really mindful in why we're

doing the testing -- made the testing announcement.

So, needs to help strengthen our vaccination program and reach more folks are
limited. And so, the COV D team will share more on this in the following -- when the

decisions are made on how -- from the CDC and FDA -- how we're going to move forward.

But yes, we had to make some tough decisions to make sure that we're able to deo this

fall campaign once the CDC and FDA makes that decision.

Go ahead. Go ahead.

Q Thanks. wanted to drill down on the degree to which there was White House
invelvement in the Trump documents story earlier this year.

ast week, we learned that the Archivist -- the Acting Archivist of the United States
approached the White House Counsel and a determination was reached here to allow the
Acting Archivist to make a determination with respect to executive privilege.

Can you =-- what more can you tell us about that and why the determination was reached
to defer that to the -- to the Archivist?
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, the =-- the letter from the National Archivist and the search are

completely different. We've been very clear about that. They're not the same. And
so just want to restate that.

The recently published letter from the Archives is not about the search and, in fact,
underlines how closely the President has honored his pledge to restore the

independence of the Department of Justice concerning investigations.

f you read the letter, you'll see that -- the way we were able to defer. t shows
that DOJ made a request for access to an clder set of documents independently and the
White House affirmed it, which is standard. Nothing unusual there. And when former
President Trump attempted to assert executive privilege to block the FB from
assessing the document, President Biden deferred to the National Archives and the DOJ
Office of egal Counsel on the issue.

So, again, we deferred that decision. So, this -- the decisions here have been made
by the National Archives and the Department of -- Justice Department.
Q Just to clarify, you're saying that President Biden himself was personally

approached and he made the decision himself?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: What 'm saying is the White House was —-- they’re -- we are the ones
that were able to defer, which is we affirmed -- which is normal, nothing unusual --
we deferred to the -- to the National Archives and the Department of Justice legal
office. And we let them make the decision.
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t was not made here. We deferred it so that they can make the decision.

Q But Jjust to pin it down: What -- are you saying that it was not the President
himself who arrived at the decision or did the President himself make a decision?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Well, what can tell you is the White House affirmed it. can't -
- 've been asked this question: “Who, specifically?” can tell you the White House,
here on this campus -- the White House actually affirmed it and also deferred it.

Go ahead.

Q Thanks, Karine. Continuing on this theme -- the President last week was asked
about former President Trump's claims that he declassified all these documents. And
President Biden said, quote, “ 'm not going to comment. mean, because don't know
the detail. don't even want to know. '1ll let the Justice Department take care of
that.”

understand that he wasn't given advance notice about the search, the Justice
Department is independent. But when it comes to national security questions,
shouldn't the President want to know the details?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Again, when 1t comes to national security questions and even
classified materials, i1t is something that we just don't speak to. We don't get into
information included in the President's classified materials or daily briefings on
sesinive [sic] -- on sensitive national security or intelligence matter. Right? That
is something that wouldn't even be able to talk about because that is the protocol

that we have here,.

ook, the President was asked a question. He answered it in -- in -- as -- as it
relates to -- right? -- this is also relating to -- we've said this -- any content,
anything that's related to underlying materials related to this. This is something
that we are just not informed on.

This 1s something that it is the independence of the Department of Justice as it
relates to ODN . That is something that -- that assessment that they are doing that
we are not involved, we are not briefed, we are not aware of. And 'll leave it at
that.

Q just want to be really clear: You can say that he was not briefed about the
warrant execution, but you can't say whether he’s been briefed on any --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Oh, no --

Q -- national security issues?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Oh, i can tell you right now, when it comes to the ODN , the
letter, can surely tell you that the President was not briefed on that, he was not
aware —--—

Q 'm not asking about just about the letter --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: know =-- -- but this is all -- it’s all connected, right?
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answers to, right?

So 'm sure -- we have not been asked about that. And 'm telling you, for that
particular piece, we were not briefed, we were not made aware of. That is something
that ODN -- that is their assessment. That is something that they're doing as it

relates to the ongoing investigation that the Department of Justice is doing as it's

connected to national security materials.

What can say, 1f asked -- if 'm asked if the President has been briefed on
classified materials -- we have said this before at the podium -- it is -- it is
something that can't even speak to, right? can't even speak to what classified

materials he's been briefed or daily briefings when it even comes to his PDA [sic] --

FDB.

That is -- it is —-- it is classified information. So it is not even something that we
can speak to. That's what 'm -- 'm spea- -- 'm talking about.

Go ahead.

Q So, Karine, you're saying he hasn't been briefed so far, but are you implying

that he won't be briefed as long as the DN assessment is taking place?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: All -- can't even get into hypotheticals right now. can speak
to this moment. can speak to what is currently happening right now, which is --
which is we're just not going to comment on an ongoing investigation. Right? This is

an ongoing investigation -- an independent investigation.
We're just not going to comment. And we have not been briefed on that. cannot get
into hypotheticals. don't know -- we don't know what's going to happen next. So

not going to go into a hypothetical guestion of what is going to happen --

Q Broadly --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: -- in the future.

Q Broadly, though, the White House supports this damage assessment?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Again, this is -- again, 'm just -- am just not going to comment
on that.

Q Was there anybody in the White House who requested this assessment ahead of time
before --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: No.

Q Okay. And then Senator indsey Graham said, last night, “there would be riots in
the streets” if former President Trump 1s prosecuted for taking classified government
documents to Mar-a- ago. What is the White House response to that?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, we have -- you know, we have seen MAGA Republicans attack our

democracy. We have seen MAGA Republicans take away our rights, make threats of

violence. including this weekend. and that is what the President was referrina to when
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you all asked me last week about the semi-fascism comment.

And he was clear: not all Republicans -- there are some mainstream Republicans -- he
mentioned the Governor of Maryland, arry Hogan and talked about -- about him and what
he's been doing and how he said -- called them out of being that mainstream
Republican.

But we have seen these MAGA, extreme Republicans making these kinds of comments, which
is —- which is dangerous. And -- and this is what we are talking about when Joe Biden
-- when Joe Biden was making his comments -- President Biden was making his comments
last week.

ook, this is a President that believes when you are President of the United States,
it is your duty, it is your responsibility to have the strongest voice of -- when it
comes to democracy, when speaking about democracy. And that's what you're going to

continue to hear from this President.

Q Thank you, Karine. Just to follow up on the Pennsylvania trip: You mentioned the
assault weapons ban as being kind of a key priority for the administration. But are
you kind of out of things that you can do from an executive standpoint? know months

ago you were reviewing what other additional executive actions you could take on gun

violence. Are you -- are you out of options there?
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Well, -- we don't have -- don't have anything else to share on
what else we can do. But can say this: This is a president who has taken the most
action -- most executive action than any cther President when it comes to curtailing
and really dealing with gun violence. And that's how seriously he's taken this.

just laid out what he did in the American Rescue Plan -- that $350 billion that
helped -- that went into communities to make sure that communities were safer. That's

-- only Democrats in Congress voted for the American Rescue Plan. That matters.

He's going to go tomorrow and talk about what else we are doing as an administration

to make sure that -- that we're -- that we're -- that communities feel safer.

And -- but as far as what we're doing from the -- as far as executive actions,
certainly don't have anything to share to you -- for you at this time.

But he has called -- he's called on Congress to take actions on -- on assault weapons

ban, something that we haven't seen in 30 years.

And you've heard him say this: When -- when assault weapons ban sunset 10 years after
it was put into law -- 10 years after he worked very hard to make sure that we had
that piece of legislation -- we did see crime go up with assault weapons ban --

assault weapons.

So that is something that the President has been fighting for throughout his Senate
days, as Vice President. And he'll continue to fight for this as President.

Q And did you have any more color about why this part of Pennsylvania is the

appropriate place for this message?

Document ID: 0.7.498.29057 01715-02292



MS. JEAN-P ERRE: You know, no -- no specific color on that. You know, we're going to
his hometown, which is important to him, which is very close to him. But don't have
any specifics. t's just -- you know, we go to -- we go to places where we can
actually be able to deliver our message tc the American people, especially all the

work that we have -- we have done here in Washington with congressional Democrats.

Q One quick one on abortion. There's been kind of a number of incidents nationwide
where medical providers have been unsure if they can provide certain procedures for
women, even if they feel that it's medically necessary, if they're going to run afoul
of state law. What is kind of the White House guidance to medical providers about
whether they should consider running afoul of state laws in providing medically

necessary abortions?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: ook, this is something that we are acutely aware of, that certainly
that we are a monitoring. ook, a lot of this is -- you know, when we talk about that
MAGA agenda, the MAGA extreme Republicans, this is it. This is congressional
Republicans who are touting this MAGA agenda, including banning abortion in cases of
rape, incest, and the health of the mother. And so this is something that the
President certainly 1s geoing to call out.

We saw the Texas district court affirm that medical providers can deny lifesaving and
health-preserving care for women, even 1f they are suffering from hemorrhaging or
life-threatening hypertension. Thankfully, we saw in daho -- a federal daho
district court determine that women there will continue to receive lifesaving and
health-preserving emergency care, including abortion care.

But, you know, this is -- this is something that the President is going to continue to
speak to: how extreme this agenda is. The Department of Justice is looking into it
and answering your gquestion. Again, this is -- you know, we refer folks to them.
They're going to do what they can to protect -- to protect women as they're crossing
over into states and -- and make sure that, you know, we can do everything that we can
so that women can make theilr decision -- their own decisions -- on what they can do to
protect their health and to protect their life.

Q guess 'm asking: Should providers risk it? ike if If -- If it's a close ¢all
on whether it's legal or not in the state --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: mean, look, it's not -- it's not for me to decide. Right? We're
going to do everything that we can to provide any assistance that we can so that women
can get the care that they need. Clearly, that's a decision that they have to make.
The Department of Justice is doing that every -- everything that they can as well in
states, working with states. We have HHS working with states on how to provide care
for -- to women. You've heard us talk about the waivers. You've heard us talk about

the executive actions that the President has taken.

But again, that is =-- that is not something that 'm going to speak directly to. That
is something that they would have to make a decision on. And every state is
different, right? Every -- every law is different.

Q Thanks, Karine. One thing that the White House has said about the ODN ‘s review

is that the White House sees this as appropriate action. wonder whether you could

help us understand why the White House sees this as appropriate -- appropriate action,
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whether that's based on any specific concerns that have been discussed within the

White House?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 'm -- 'm just not going to get into any anything further there.
-- again, we have seen the letter from ODN to Congress on this. would refer you
to either ODN or the Department of Justice for any specific questions, any underlying
materials. We're just not going to speak to this. This is an assessment that ODN is
doing. BAnd we -- we did not know anything about this beforehand. And 'm just not

going to go any further.

Q ast week, when we were having discussions about the student loan forgiveness
program, the White House made clear that you all see this program as basically paid
for because of the deficit reductions achieved during the President's term.

wonder if the President is open to pursuing any other programs, any other actions
that could be offset by deficit reductions if it means that he can pursue his agenda
further.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: don't have anything to announce on this. The President does
believe -- and you heard him say this directly, not just here at the podium -- that
the amount of deficit reduction we've seen is enough to pay for this program. This is
what Bharat -- you -- think you were here when Bharat was our guest just on Friday.

That's one of the many reasons this action was -- is well justified in our eyes.

And remember, you know, we're on track to cut, as you were alluding to, the deficit
down by $1.7 trillion by the end of this year, and -- and including the nflation
Reduction Act will reduce the deficit by another trillion over the next decade.

So, the plan the President announced provides important breathing room -- a little bit
of that breathing room that he talks about -- for middle-class Americans in
particular. And it goes after -- it goes towards helping targeted Americans who are -
- 90 percent who are making less than $75,000 a year. t is incredibly important, we
believe, the student lan [sic] -- the student lcan plan is, the cancellation plan.

And he -- something that we are very proud of. And that's also historic.

Q just had one last gquick one. 3 there an official estimate of additional
funding that the administration would want to deal with monkeypox? And will there be
an official request made to Congress at some point?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So could say this -- just want to make sure, because we had some
good updates on this on the monkeypox. know that folks were really curious about

what we were doing or concerns, rightfully so.

As you know, we've been working day in and day out on -- across the government and
with cities and states and healthcare providers, public health officials, and the
impacted community to execute a strategy to accelerate the fight against the monkeypox
outbreak. We're making a lot more doses available and working closely with
jurisdictions to operationalize all of this.

ast week, HHS made 360,000 additional vials of vaccines for jurisdictions to order.
That i1s on top of approximately 780,000 wvials that we already delivered that we have
talked about here. Seventy-five percent of jurisdictions have moved to this method,

and another twenty percent working to do the same.
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This 1s a significant progress in a short term of time and will mean more shots in
arms. This is a cumulative of 1.1 million vials are delivered to jurisdictions. And
as we get more supplies, we are approaching the point where we can offer two doses of
vaccine to the entire high-risk population via intradermal administration.

So, again, this is something that -- wanted to just lay that out, because we have seen
some movement, and we're trying to meet that moment, as we have talked about. And
that funding that you're talking about that is connected to the COV D and the CR,
that's something that we're going to continue to work with Congress on to make sure
that we have the funding needed to do the work on monkeypox and alsoc to -- the
continued work with COV D.

Q Do you have an estimate on the funding amount?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: don't have -- don't have an estimate for you at this time, but
just know that we're going to continue to work on -- with Congress.

Go ahead.

Q Yeah, thank you. Revisiting the marijuana question, specifically what John

Fetterman is calling on President Biden to do is use executive authority to de-
schedule marijuana as a Schedule drug. Several other Democratic senators have
called on the same -- called for the same. 5 President Biden looking at that
specific action? And why hasn't he taken that action so far if that's something he
has considered?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, again, we don't have anything new to share on -- or any
announcement to share. laid out the President -- our drug policy. Wanted to just
give a little in-depth of what we have done in the last 192 months and what is
important to the President. This is something that he has talked about -- right? --
during the campaign. And you've heard from him many other times talking about the --
our —-- his drug policy -- drug policy focus and what's impeortant to him. We just
don't have anything to speak to.

As mentioned in April during the Second Chance Month, President Biden announced 75
sentence commutations and 3 pardons, which are more grants of clemency at this point
than any other President, than any of his five recent predecessors. He's going to

continue to evaluate further uses of his clemency powers.

And as it relates to marijuana decriminalization, Jjust don't have anything at this

time.
Q Does the White House believe he has the authority to do that executive action?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, look, again, 'm just not going to get into the specifics.

ook, the administration has made progress on its promises regarding marijuana. An
example is the DEA issued its first license -- licenses to companies to cultivate
marijuana for research purposes after years of delay during the previous
administration. This 1s a key step in promoting research because it broadens the
amount and quality of cannabils available for research purposes. And we will continue

to explore -- explore what else we can do.
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As far as reforms, we just don't have anything to share for you today.

Q And one last question. John Fetterman, the Democratic nominee in Pennsylvania,
will not be at the event tomorrow with the President. Has he —-- has their campaign
given you a reason? s the President disappointed that he won't be there for that
event?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So can't speak to -- to the lieutenant governor. My understanding
is he had an existing event. So would refer you to his -- to his office or his
campalgn.

Okay. Go ahead.

Q Thanks, Karine. Getting back to the FDA authorization of the new COV D booster
vaccine, your answer to Franco. When you said that you're planning for a robust
education program and plan, but you said you're doing it with “the limited funding we
have left.”

So, just to clarify, when you're trying to combat some of the hesitancy questions
right now -- you know, right now only half of BAmericans eligible for a booster have
gotten one. s the White House -- as you prepare for public messaging ahead of this
new shot, are you doing a more scaled-down version compared to previous rounds because
you have limited funding teo do that? s this different than what we've seen in
previous booster public messaging campaigns?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So it's going to be a robust education program that -- we're going
to continue to do that. And we're going to build on the lessons we've learned and
focusing on the most at-risk communities. This will include leveraging deep
partnerships across sectors to meet people where they are with facts and answers to
questions, and empowering trusted local messegers [sic] -- messengers with messaging
they need to engage with their communities about the importance of vaccination.

So this is what we've learned -- because we have learned from some lessons from the
COV D-19 outreach, our comprehensive program that we had from the beginning of this
administration. So we're going to use theose lessons and -- and do that and do the --
the things that we've learned that worked for the fall booster campaign.

And, again, we're going to be -- targeted at-risk -- at -- do a more at-risk
campaign. t will be robust. We're going to make sure that we have those trusted
local messengers, which, by the way -- think you remember; you covered this so
closely last year -- it worked. t worked. When you have those trusted voices, that

-- that does help make sure that people go get vaccinated and, in this case, get their

booster.

Q And are there any concerns about supply with this new booster? And will everyone

who wants to be able to get one be able to get one for free?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, look, we're -- 'm not going to get ahead of the FDA and CDC.
They're going to lay out who is going to -- who is going to be able to receive -- or
how the process is going to go. And they're going to lay that out, so don't want to
get ahead of them.
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But look, mean, we've -- that's why we're -- we're kind of -- we made the
announcement on testing, right? That's why we've had to, you know, actually end some

things and -- and cut some -- cut away, take some money away from things like testing
to help -- to help fund the procurement of these vaccines. And so this is a
priority. We're going to do the best that we can to get vaccines to folks -- folks

who are most at risk, as just mentioned.

But, you know, we're going to continue to do the work that's needed to make sure we
protect the American public.

Q Thank you, Karine. This weekend, we saw U.S. warships going through the Taiwan
Strait. Considering the buildup of tension since the Speaker's visit, what was the

necessity of seeing U.S. warships during this time?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, NDOPACOM put out a statement, as you probably saw, on Sund- --
on Saturday, detailing the transit -- the warships that you're speaking of -- the Navy
-- the U.S. Navy warships, to be more specific.

We conducted a routine Taiwan Strait transit on August 28th in accordance with
international law and demonstrated our commitment to a free and open ndo-Pacific, as

you've heard us say many times before from this podium and from the President.

As we have said, you will see in the coming days and weeks and months that our
presence, posture, and exercises account for China's provocative and destabilizing
behavior with a view towards guiding the situation in Western Pacific towards greater

stability.
This is not about U.S.-China. This is about what is in the interest -- the best
interests of -- Taiwan's interests, specifically, and the region's interest as well.

So, our policy towards Taiwan has remained consistent for decades and across
administrations. We remain committed to the -- our One China policy. And in
accordance with that policy, we’ll continue to fly and sail and operate where
international law allows, consistent with our longstanding commitment to freedom of
navigation, as you've heard us say. And that includes conducting standard air,
maritime transit through the Taiwan Strait. 8o, we're committed te doing that and

protecting the region.

Q Hey, Karine --

Q And another topic on --

Q Karine --

WH TE HOUSE A DE: Karine, we got to —- to go.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Oh, got to go?

Q Sorry, another topic on -- on the ran -- potential new ran deal. ran 1is
studying the U.S. response, but we are —-- we're receiving information here and there
about a potential release of prisoners and all this. know you don't want to
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negotiate in public --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Yeah.

Q —-- but does the administration feel that the discussions are going in the right
direction?
Ms. JEAN-P ERRE: So as far as the status of negotiations, as sald -- as you have

said, we're not going to negotiate in public.

ook, we have taken a deliberate and principled approach to these negotiations from
the start. f ran is prepared to comply with its commitments under the 2015 deal,
then we're prepared to do the same.

As 1t relates to last week and the EU, we conveyed our feedback about ran's comments
on the EU's proposal directly to the EU. We will not negotiate, again, in public, and

are going to -- not going to go into details of how the process is going.
'm going to -- go ahead -- do --
Q Karine, know Abdullah is trying to give you the hook.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Yeah, know.

Q Can you get a few more questions here?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: know. 'm going to take them.

Q -- thank you.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: That’s why -- could have walked away and not taken your gquestion,

Peter. But will take your gquestion.

Q f11 make it worth it.
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 'm sure. ‘m sure you will.
Q Different topic.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Okay.

Q How come migrants are allowed to come into this country unvaccinated but world-
class tennis players are not?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Are you -- you’'re talking about which world-class tennis player?

Q Novak Djokovic.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So as far -- you know, just to -- just since you asked about me --
about him -- you asked me about him. So, visa records are confidential under U.S.

law. Therefore, the U.S, government cannot discuss the details of individual visa
cases. Due to privacy reasons, the U.S. government also does not comment on medical
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information of individual travelers.

As it relates to the tennis -- the tennis pla- -- player, look, those questicons
regarding vaccination requirements is -- is -- defer you to CDC. This is a CDC
requirement for foreign nationals. This is something that they decide. This is --
so, this is something that is up to them -- the U.S. Open and their participant
protocols. 'd refer you to them; they have their own specific protocols as well.

Q But just --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So they're two different things. They're two --

Q As ——but —-
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: -- different things.
Q But -- so, how is it two different things? Somebody unvaccinated comes over on a

plane; you say that's not okay. Somebody walks into Texas or Arizona unvaccinated;
they're allowed to stay. Why?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: That -- but that’s not how it works.

Q That's --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: ike, we actually --

Q That’s what’s happening.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: No.

Q know that that’s not what you guys want to happen, but that is what happ---
what 1s happening.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: But that’s not -- it’s not like somebody walks over and -- (laughs)
-- that’s not -- that’s not how --

Q That’s exactly what’s happening.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: We -- look —-

Q Thousands of people are walking in a day. Some of them turn themselves over.

Some of them are caught; tens of thousands a week are not. That is what is happening.
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So let me just lay out what we have done under this administration:

We have installed new border technology and set up joint protocols with Mexico and
Guatemala to catch more human traffickers.

We have already made over 3,000 arrests in the first three months of launching an
unprecedented anti-smuggling campaign with regional partners.

We've secured record levels of funding for the Department of Homeland Security.
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We've put in place dedicated immigration judges so asylum seekers can have their cases

heard faster.

We've expanded la- -- labor pathways, including H-2B visas.

And through the os Angeles Declaration on Migration and Protection, President Biden
brought 20 leaders -- world leaders together to manage increased migration flows

across the Western Hemisphere.

By contrast, core to the prior administration, immigration strategy was to build a
wall and they couldn't even come accomplish that in the four years. And they also, by
talking about building a wall -- which would have taken billions of dollars from
veterans, billion dollars from schools -- which is also a policy that just does not
work. t is not that simple. t's not just that people are walking across -- across
the border.

We have a -- we have a plan in place. This is not like switching the lights on.
Right? This is going to take a process. We are fixing a broken system that was

actually left by the last administration.

And as it relates to the tennis star, that is totally different. That is a different

process. That is the U.S. Open that he 1is part of, and there are a CDC -- federal
guidance --

Q But --

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: -- that he isn't -- he needs to follow.

Q But why is there a CDC requirement for people that fly here, as opposed to people

that cross the southern border?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: ook, we have talked about Title -- we have talked about Title 42,
Right?
Q This is not -- this has nothing to do with Title 42,

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: t iss
Q This is —-
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Title 42 is the CDC imperative that is —-

Q And you guys got rid of it because you said the pandemic is not --
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: That's not --

Q -- a big deal anymore.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: That is -- that is not how 1t works. t is not -- every -- Title 42
is very much in place, and that is the process. So there is a CDC -- there is a CDC
provision for folks coming through -- coming through the socuthern border. t is not

just -- it is not just for tennis players. Migrants have, also, a CDC guidance that
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wrong.

Okay. Go to the back. Right here.

Q Yeah, thanks, Karine. So the jobs numbers are coming ocut on Friday. So should

Americans be prepared for job losses to tame inflation?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So don't want to get ahead of what we're going to see in a couple
of days. We have talked about how we're coming off a historic economic growth. And

it's no surprise that the economy is slowing down.

You've heard me say this, you've heard Brian Deese say this, you've heard others from
NEC sl- -- say this: slowing down as -- as we're going into a transition -- right? --
again, from a historic -- from a historic economy to now a more stable and steady
growth. And that is important.

We see that as an important —-- as an important next step. And so -- and we've talked
about how we're -- as the -- as we see the job growth numbers, we're expecting that to
cool off just -- just a bit as we're going into that transition, making sure we do not

lose the gains that we have seen this past year.

And right now, we're still seeing a strong labor market, which matters. Consumer
spending is strong, which matters. And -- and so, we're going to always look at every
economic data. That's going teo be very important as we move forward and continue to
try and deliver lower costs in particular, which is so important at this time for the

American people.

But 'm not going to get ahead of the numbers. But we have talked about how we're
expecting to see a bit of a cooling as we go into a transition to more stable growth.

Q S0, 1in that transition then, you're expecting job losses by the end of the year?
MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 'm just not going -- we've talked about how we anticipate a cooling
-- right? -- for the job numbers to -- to not be at the -- at the high job growth that

we have seen these past several months.

That 1s something that we have talked about many times. Any time you all ask me about
what we expect for jobs numbers, we always talk about “we expect a cooling,”
especlally as we're in a transition for a stable and steady growth. And that is
something that is important as we're looking at the resiliency of our economy.

Okay. 'm trying to see -- go ahead.
Q Thanks. wanted to go back to what you were saying about the COV D-19 rapid
tests. s it that you need more money to buy more tests or you're out of money to

send the tests? What's the funding issue exactly that prompted you to shut this down

for now?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So we've been very clear that the COV D-19 response funding needs --
needs for months, right? We'wve talked about it. You've heard us talk about it in
here. You've heard the COV D Response Team talk about it. You've heard the President
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trade-offs and harm our preparedness and response, and that consequences would be
likely worsened over time. And that is what you're seeing here.

So this is an action we've been forced to take because of the lack of funding and not
continuing getting that funding that we need from Congress that will help preserve our

limited remaining supply. That's what we're seeing.

So, ensuring we have limited supply of tests available in the fall -- right? We are -
- we are preparing -- that's what we're doing in this administraticen. We make sure
that we prepare for what can come next. And so -- you know, what we might face: a new

rise in infections and more acute need. So that's why we're taking this action so we
have some limited supply for down the road.

But again, we're going to continue to call on Congress for the funding. We're going
to continue to work with Congress to get that extra funding. But that's what you're
hearing from this announcement. Yes, we had to make some tough decisions, and this is
part of that.

Q The other gquestion wanted to ask you is on Afghanistan, specifically the
Afghans that have come into the country in the last year and don't have a path to
permanent legal status, or at least not an easy one.

wanted to ask: The White House made a push to get Congress to create such a path
earlier this year, and then it kind of coocled down. With Congress coming back next
week and a lot of these Afghans heading toward a lot of uncertainty, will the White

House make a fresh push on Congress to get this done?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: 8o, as you know, this is an issue that's important to this
President, important to the administration. 'm going to check in with our Office of
eg Affairs and the team here to see what the plan is for the next steps. We don't

have anything to share specifically on the legislative component to that.

Q Okay. s there anything else that you can do from an administration perspective
to help these people be able to apply for asylum more gquickly or be able to have that
certainty that they know they'll be able to stay here long term?

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: So, lock, we all know that legislation is always the best way to

move forward with more certainty when it comes to, you know, asylum or coming here and

getting the —-- getting the security that they need.
But, look, one of the things that do want to say is that, you know, this -- the
Biden administration -- the Biden-Harris administration is going to continue to

demonstrate its commitment to the brave Afghans who stood side by side with the United
States over the past two decades. And so that is a commitment that we have made.

And just to give you a little bit of an update on the S V process, because we had made
some changes to that since taking office: The President's -- at the President's
direction, we have undertaken substantial efforts to improve the Afghan Special
mmigration Visa -- § V program -- make it more efficient and process S V applicants

more expeditiously while continuing to safeguard our national security.
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know, in February of 2021, requiring agencies to surge resources, streamline the proc-
-- the application process.

We've restarted S V interviews -- which had been paused by the previous
administration, allowing a massive backlog of applications to build -- and have surged
resources to this wvital program, increasing the number of staff processing 5 V
applications more -- by more than fifteenfold.

So, this is something that wanted to just make sure that you had.

And another update is: As of August 9th, over 17,000 individuals have submitted all
documents required to apply for Chief of Mission review, or have beyond the Chief of
Mission stage. We're working to process those cases as quickly as possible. The
Afghan 5 V program remains active and the Department of State continues to receive the

process -- to process new S V applications as expeditiously as possible.

So anything specific or anything more about that, certainly would refer you to
Department of State.

Q Thanks, Karine.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: Yeah. Okay. Thank you, guys.

Q Thanks, Karine.

MS. JEAN-P ERRE: All right. All right. Thank you.

4:15 P.M. EDT

Wh te House Press Off ce - 1600 Pennsyivan a Ave NW- Wash ngion DC 20500 0003 - USA- 202 456 1111
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CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY

CHAIRWOMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

Conaress of the United States

PHouse of RAepresentatives

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM
2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

Masormy (202) 225-5051
MinoRTY  (202) 225-5074

https://oversight.house.gov

September 1, 2022

Dr. Brett M. Baker

Inspector General

National Archives and Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, Room 1300

College Park, MD 20740-6001

Dear Dr. Baker:

On August 8, 2022, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) raided the home of former
President Donald J. Trump.! This raid was unprecedented. Unfortunately, the Department of
Justice (DOJ) has refused to be transparent with the American people about the details of this
unprecedented action. The raid was apparently necessary to collect certain documents sought by
the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) allegedly in former President
Trump’s possession. According to the recently released affidavit predicating the issuance of a
search warrant, NARA’s Office of the Inspector General (OIG) referred the matter to DOJ.>
Republicans on the Committee on Oversight and Reform request information and documents
regarding this referral, including the OIG’s role in reviewing this matter.

On August 10, 2022, Committee Republicans requested documents and information from
Acting Archivist Debra Steidel Wall about NARA’s role in the Mar-a-Lago raid.> However, in
response to our request, NARA denied possessing any responsive documents despite publicly
available information indicating otherwise.* We requested NARA amend what appears to be an
incomplete response to our first request for information.>

While Committee Republicans pursue answers from NARA, the affidavit filed by the FBI
before the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida described the need for a search

! Eric Beech, Eric Trump: FBI raid conducted over documents sought by National Archives, REUTERS (Aug. 8,
2022); see also Alex Leary, Sadie Gurman and Aruna Viswanatha, FBI Searches Trump’s Florida Home Mar-a-
Lago in Document Investigation, WALL ST. J. (Aug. 9, 2022).

2 Affidavit in support of an application under Rule 41 for a warrant to search and seize, In the Matter of the Search
of: Locations Within the Premises to be Searched in Attachment A, p. 7-8 (S.D. Fla.) (unsealed Aug. 26, 2022).

3 Letter from Hon. James Comer & nineteen other Republican Members of the H. Oversight & Reform Comm. to
Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the U.S., (Aug. 10, 2022) available at https://republicans-
oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-08-10-NARA-MAL567537660.pdf.

4 Letter from Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the U.S. to Hon. James Comer, Ranking Member, H.
Comm. on Oversight & Reform (Aug. 16, 2022).

5 Letter from Hon. James Comer & nineteen other Republican Members of the H. Oversight & Reform Comm. to
Ms. Debra Steidel Wall, Acting Archivist of the U.S., (Aug. 30, 2022) available at https://republicans-
oversight.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-08-29-Follow-up-letter-to-NARA-re-FBI-search.pdf.
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Inspector General Baker
September 1, 2022
Page 2 of 2

warrant for the Mar-a-Lago raid when unsealed in a heavily redacted form and revealed the
OIG’s participation in referring this matter to DOJ. According to the affidavit, on February 9,
2022, “the Special Agent in Charge of NARA’s Office of the Inspector General sent the NARA
Referral via email to DOJ.”® Transparency is particularly important in the post-pandemic era
when Americans are lacking trust in our nation’s institutions. Congress, and particularly the
Oversight Committee, has a duty to provide transparency and accountability for the American
people.

Please provide the following documents, covering the time period from January 20, 2021,
to present, no later than September 15, 2022:

1. All documents and communications between any employee or agent of the NARA
OIG and NARA regarding documents in the possession of President Trump;

2. All documents and communications between any employee or agent of the NARA
OIG and the FBI or Department of Justice, including the Offices of the United States
Attorneys, regarding documents in the possession of President Trump; and

3. All documents and communications between or among employees or agents of the
NARA OIG regarding any documents in the possession of former President Trump.

To ask any related follow-up questions, please contact Committee on Oversight and
Reform Republican Staff at (202) 225-5074.

The Committee on Oversight and Reform has specific jurisdiction over NARA under
House Rule X. Additionally, the Committee on Oversight and Reform is the principal oversight
committee of the U.S. House of Representatives and has broad authority to investigate “any
matter” at “any time” under House Rule X. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
James Comer
Ranking Member
Committee on Oversight & Reform
cc: The Honorable Carolyn B. Maloney, Chairwoman

Committee on Oversight & Reform

¢ Supra, n. 2.
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U.S. Department of Justice

National Security Division
Counterintelligence and Export Control Section

950 Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20530

August 17,2022

M. Evan Corcoran, Esq.
Silverman Thompson

400 East Pratt Street — Suite 900
Baltimore, MD 21202

Alan Garten, Esq.

The Trump Organization
725 5th Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Re: CCTYV Footage at Mar-a-Lago

Dear Messrs. Corcoran and Garten:

As you are aware, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) executed a search and
seizure warrant at your client’s Mar-a-Lago property on August 8, 2022. We understand
that your client, via the Trump Organization, maintains closed circuit television (CCTV)
surveillance footage from cameras placed at various locations on the Mar-a-Lago property.
It appears likely that at least some of those surveillance cameras would have captured
footage of law enforcement personnel engaged in the judicially-authorized search.

The FBI is concerned about threats to law enforcement personnel that appear to be
connected to the FBI’s execution of the August 8, 2022 search. For your awareness, threats
have been made against the two agents who were identified in copies of the search warrant
released to the press without redactions (even as their names were redacted from the version
unsealed by the court). While you are within your rights to make any lawful use of material
1n your possession, we trust that you appreciate that video footage of law enforcement
personnel engaged in conducting this court-authorized search could, if released publicly, be
used to identify those personnel and subject them to threats and harassment.

To protect the health and safety of law enforcement personnel, we ask that you be
mindful of such risks should you or your client decide to make public any camera footage
that depicts government personnel, including by taking appropriate steps to ensure that any
footage released by you obscures the faces and identifying information of law enforcement
personnel who may be depicted.

If you wish to discuss these matters, please do not hesitate to contact me.

01715-03358



Letter to Corcoran and Garten
Page 2

Sincerely,

Il

Chief

Counterintelligence and Export Control Section
National Security Division

U.S. Department of Justice

01715-03359



From: (b) (6)

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Morning Digest

To: Berger, Christine (OAG); Sanchez, Giovanni (OAG); (X)) (OAG); Davidson, Marcia A. (OAG);
Figures, Shomari (OAG)

Sent: August 9, 2022 7:03 AM (UTC-04:00)

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: DOJ Digests <doj-digests@rendon.com>

Date: August 9, 2022 at 6:52:52 AM EDT

To: DoJ-Digests3 Rendon <DOJdesk@rendon.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Morning Digest

Reply-To: Rendon DOJ Alert Desk <dojdesk@rendon.com>

Department of Justice
Morning News Digest
August 9, 2022
7:00 AM EST
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WaPo: [OPINION] Garland should think twice before stepping into Mueller’s shoes, Gary
Abernathy, August 8, 2022, 7:00 AM

Does Merrick Garland want to wind up like Robert S. Mueller 111? In 2019, when Mueller
concluded that his special-counsel investigation into allegations of Trump-Russia “collusion”
during the 2016 presidential campaign did not establish that “the Trump Campaign conspired or
coordinated with the Russian government in its election interference activities,” Democrats and
other opponents of then-President Donald Trump united in outrage. [Continue Reading]

Politico: DOJ pushes back against Eastman effort to reclaim his cellphone, Kyle Cheney
and Nicholas Wu, August 8, 2022, 5:39 PM

The Justice Department on Monday rejected an effort by attorney John Eastman  akey ally in
Donald Trump’s effort to overturn the 2020 election  to reclaim his cellphone, which was seized
by FBI agents in June. Eastman quickly sued to retrieve his phone from the Justice Department,
lodging a litany of complaints that the department termed “professorial” but unmoored from legal
precedents. Among them: Eastman claimed that the FBI agents didn’t show him the search
warrant until after it had taken his phone  a fact the Justice Department said had no legal merit,
and was warranted given Eastman’s possession of a concealed-carry permit. [Continue Reading]

Washington Examiner: Bill Barr says 'evidence is building' as DOJ digs 'deeper and
deeper' into Trump Jan. 6 case, Jerry Dunleavy, August 8, 2022, 2:45 PM

Former Attorney General Bill Barr said “the evidence is building” as the Justice Department
investigates former President Donald Trump related to the events of Jan. 6, but he stopped short
of saying charges are merited. “| think definitely the evidence is building, but after the last set of
hearings, | said, you know, personally, if this is what there is, as attorney general, | still don't see
that as a sufficient basis to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that a crime was committed by the
president,” Barr said in a new interview with CBS News. [Continue Reading]

US ATTORNEYS

NYT: U.S. Returns 30 Looted Antiquities to Cambodia, Julia Jacobs and Tom Mashberg,
August 8, 2022, 7:08 PM

American and Cambodian officials urged museums and private collectors on Monday to
investigate the origins of their Khmer art to determine whether it had been looted, and the officials
demonstrated the pervasiveness of such thefts at an event that celebrated the return of 30
antiquities to Cambodia. Lined up behind the officials were seven masterpieces of the country’s
ancient heritage, including a 10th-century sandstone statue, known as “Skanda on a Peacock,”
that investigators say was stolen from a temple by a Khmer Rouge conscript and self-described
looter in 1997. [Continue Reading] See also: Guardian, New York Law Journal, NY Daily News

MAR-A-LAGO RAID

Reuters: FBI searches Trump's Florida home as part of presidential records probe, Brian
Ellsworth and Sarah N. Lynch, August 8, 2022, 9:29 PM

Former President Donald Trump said FBI agents raided his Mar-a-Lago estate on Monday and
broke into his safe in what his son acknowledged was part of an investigation into Trump's
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removal of official presidential records from the White House to his Florida resort. The
unprecedented search of a former president's home would mark a significant escalation into the
records investigation, which is one of several probes Trump is facing from his time in office and
in private business. [Continue Reading] See also: ABC, Al Jazeera, AP, Arizona Republic
(Phoenix, AZ), Axios, BBC, Bloomberg, Boston Globe, BuzzFeed, CBS, CNBC, CNN, Financial

Times, Forbes, Fox, Guardian, The Hill, HuffPost, Insider, LAT, LAT-2, Miami Herald, MSNBC,

MSNBC-2, NBC, NPR, NPR-2, NYT, Politico, Reuters-2, Roll Call, Star Tribune (Minneapolis,

MN), USA Today, USA Today-2, US News, WaPo, Washington Examiner, Washington Times,
WSJ

Bloomberg: [ANALYSIS] Trump Raid Should Just Be Garland’s Opening Act, Timothy L.
O'Brien, August 9, 2022, 6:00 AM

We now know that the Justice Department and the Federal Bureau of Investigation have an active
interest in Donald Trump because Trump told us so. “My beautiful home, Mar-A-Lago in Palm
Beach, Florida, is currently under siege, raided, and occupied by a large group of FBI agents,”
Trump said in a rambling statement he released on Monday evening. “They even broke into my

safe!” [Continue Reading]

NYT: Republican officials reacted with fury to news of the search, Alan Feuer, August 8,
2022, 11:00 PM

Top Republicans and prominent conservatives reacted with outrage on Monday night to the news
that the F.B.l. had searched the private residence of former President Donald J. Trump, with
some suggesting that federal agents should be arrested and others hinting that the court-
approved law-enforcement action against Mr. Trump was pushing the country toward political
chaos. “I've seen enough,” Representative Kevin McCarthy, the House minority leader, wrote in a
statement that he posted online [Continue Reading] See a|SO' Axios Fox, Eooch Times, The

Examlner, Washlngton T|me

NYT: If Trump broke a law on the removal of official records, would he be barred from
future office?, Charlie Savage, August 8, 2022, 10:30 PM

Early reports that the F.B.I. search of former President Donald J. Trump’s residence in Florida
related to an investigation into whether he had unlawfully taken government files when he left the
White House focused attention on an obscure criminal law barring removal of official records. The
penalties for breaking that law include disqualification from holding any federal office. Because
Mr. Trump is widely believed to be preparing to run for president again in 2024, that unusual
penalty raised the prospect that he might be legally barred from returning to the White House.

[Continue Reading]

WaPo: [ANALYSIS] The FBI search of Mar-a-Lago instantly became entangled with
politics, Philip Bump, August 8, 2022, 8:49 PM

It wasn't until the fourth sentence of Donald Trump’s lengthy statement revealing an FBI search of
his Florida estate Mar-a-Lago that the former president suggested that politics were at play. From
that sentence on, however, politics was inextricably entwined with the law enforcement action
precisely as Trump would probably have hoped. Trump’s effort to paint the search as political
covered multiple dimensions at once. [Continue Reading]

Fox: [OPINION] Sean Hannity: The DOJ is now being used as a weapon against Biden's
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top political rival, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 11:26 PM

Sean Hannity discussed the FBI raid on former President Trump's home in Florida and how this
could be a serious overreach by the DOJ on "Hannity." SEAN HANNITY: First, a dark day for our
republic, the Department of Justice, the rule of law. What looks to be potentially a shocking
overreach. We'll find out in due time. That will have serious ramifications potentially for many,
many years to come. Now, Biden's politically charged we've already chronicled all this DOJ is
now being used as a weapon against Biden's top political rival. That's the former President of the
United States of America, Donald Trump. [Continue Reading]

Fox: [VIDEO] Gregg Jarrett on raid of Mar-a-Lago: This is an 'abuse of power by FBI' and
Merrick Garland, Gregg Jarrett, August 8, 2022, 10:16 PM

The legal analyst says both Attorney General Merrick Garland and FBI Director Christopher Wray
had to sign off on the raid [Watch]

CNN: [ANALYSIS] The extraordinary political storm unleashed by the FBI search of
Trump's Florida resort, Stephen Collinson, August 8, 2022, 12:24 PM

The FBI search of Donald Trump's Florida resort is an extraordinary, historic development given
that it targeted a former President of the United States and set off a political uproar he could use
to stoke his likely 2024 White House bid. In the past, political investigations that have threatened
Trump have only increased his superpower appeal to supporters. [Continue Reading]

CNN: Former FBI official shares what struck him about FBI search, Anderson Cooper,
August 8, 2022, 10:00 PM

Former FBI Deputy Director Andrew McCabe reacts to the FBI executing a search warrant at
Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort in Palm Beach, Florida, as part of an investigation into the
handling of presidential documents, including classified documents, that may have been brought
to Florida, three people familiar with the situation say. [Continue Reading]

Washington Examiner. [OPINION] FBI had better have a really good reason for this raid on
Trump, David Freddoso, August 8, 2022, 10:15 PM

Whatever it is, the FBI had better have a really good reason for its raid today on Mar-a-Lago. And
| mean a much better reason than anything related to the Jan. 6 committee because nothing that's
happened in those hearings would justify this. | can certainly imagine that Trump has done
something that would justify this action, but it had better be something that goes way beyond
some trivial charges that he overdid the nasty political rhetoric. You know, theft of taxpayer funds,
espionage, murder  that kind of thing. [Continue Reading]

NATIONAL SECURITY

AP: Lawyer: Giuliani won’t testify Tuesday in Ga. election probe, Eric Tucker and Kate
Brumback, August 8, 2022, 3:30 PM

Rudy Giuliani will not appear as scheduled Tuesday before a special grand jury in Atlanta that’s
investigating whether former President Donald Trump and others illegally tried to interfere in the
2020 general election in Georgia, his lawyer said. A judge last month had ordered Giuliani, a
Trump lawyer and former New York City mayor, to appear before the special grand jury Tuesday.
But Giuliani’s attorney, Robert Costello, told The Associated Press on Monday that Fulton County
Superior Court Judge Robert McBurney, who'’s overseeing the special grand jury, had excused
Giuliani for the day. McBurney has scheduled a hearing for 12:30 p.m. Tuesday to hear
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arguments on a court filing by Giuliani seeking to delay his appearance. [Continue Reading] See
also: Insider, USA Today, WaPo

AP: US obtains warrant to seize $90M jet of Russian oligarch, Larry Neumeister, August 8,
2022, 1:00 PM

A judge authorized the United States on Monday to seize a $90 million jet belonging to a Russian
oligarch in a continuing effort to diminish the financial pillars of the Russian government after its
invasion of Ukraine. The effort to seize Andrei Skoch’s private plane, an Airbus A319-100, was
part of a monthslong pursuit of sanctioned Russian oligarchs and their blocked property, U.S.
Attorney Damian Williams announced. [Continue Reading] See also: CNN, NY Post, WSJ

CNN: US sanctions cryptocurrency service allegedly used by North Korea for money
laundering, Jennifer Hansler and Brian Fung, August 9, 2022, 1:00 AM

The US Treasury on Monday sanctioned Tornado Cash, a virtual currency mixer, for its use by
cybercriminals, including those under US sanctions. According to a senior Treasury official,
Tornado Cash has reportedly laundered more than $7 billion in virtual currency since its launch in
2019, including $455 million from the Lazarus Group, a North Korean state-sponsored hacking
group. It was also used as recently as last week to launder money from a "heist" of Nomad, a US
cryptocurrency firm, the official said.. [Continue Reading]

Politico: Former federal prosecutor representing Trump in talks with DOJ, Betsy Woodruff
Swan, August 8, 2022, 4:35 PM

A former federal prosecutor with multiple Trump world clients is now representing the former
president in talks with the Justice Department, according to three people with knowledge of the
situation. John Rowley, of the eponymous law firm JPRowley Law PLLC, has been involved in
communications with DOJ on Trump’s behalf about executive privilege issues related to the
department’s ongoing probe of the Jan. 6 attack. [Continue Reading] See also: Bloomberg

JAN. 6 COMMITTEE

NYT: Alex Jones’s Text Messages Turned Over to House Jan. 6 Committee, Luke
Broadwater and Elizabeth Williamson, August 8, 2022, 6:00 PM

A lawyer for plaintiffs who are suing the conspiracy theorist Alex Jones on Monday turned over
more than two years’ worth of text messages from Mr. Jones’s phone to the House committee
investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, including messages that show Mr. Jones was in
touch with allies of former President Donald J. Trump. But the files do not appear to include text
messages from the time most of interest to the committee: the day of Jan. 6, 2021, and the
weeks building up to the attack, according to people familiar with the document production.

[Continue Reading]

CNN: First on CNN: Alex Jones' texts have been turned over to the January 6 committee,
source says, Oliver Darcy, August 8, 2022, 10:00 PM

Approximately two years' worth of text messages sent and received by right-wing conspiracy
theorist Alex Jones have been turned over to the House select committee investigating the
January 6 insurrection, a person familiar with the matter told CNN on Monday. The messages
were handed over to the committee by Mark Bankston, the attorney who represented two Sandy
Hook parents who successfully sued Jones in Texas and won nearly $50 million in a civil trial that
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concluded last week. [Continue Reading] See also: Washington Examiner

CRIMINAL LAW

WSJ: Top BitMEX Employee Pleads Guilty to U.S. Charge, Richard Vanderford, August 8,
2022, 7:46 PM

A top employee at BitMEX has pleaded guilty in New York to failing to put in place an anti-money-
laundering program at the cryptocurrency derivatives exchange, joining three co-founders who
previously admitted to violations of U.S. law. Gregory Dwyer entered a guilty plea Monday in New
York federal court, admitting to one count of violating the Bank Secrecy Act. [Continue Reading]

See also: Bloomberg Law

Law360: Pump-And-Dump Charge Added To Mass. Man's Fraud Case, DC Apartment,
Elliot Weld, August 8, 2022, 7:27 PM

Prosecutors have added securities fraud charges to the list of accusations a Massachusetts man
is facing after he allegedly wielded control of a purported medical marijuana company in secret to
inflate its stock price for profit. [Continue Reading]

CT Insider: CT man who led romance, lottery scamming ring sentenced to 14 years in
prison, Liz Hardaway, August 8, 2022, 10:00 PM

After promising love and wealth, the leader of a lottery and romance scheme ring was sentenced
on Monday, according to federal prosecutors. U.S. District Judge Stefan R. Underhill in
Bridgeport ordered Farouq Fasasi, 28, of Manchester, to serve 14 years in prison followed by
three years of supervised release for his role in scams that primarily targeted seniors, U.S.
Attorney Vanessa Roberts Avery said in a news release Monday. [Continue Reading]

The Bakersfield Californian: Bakersfield gang member get 7 years, 7 months for drug
possession, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 5:40 PM

A Bakersfield man was sentenced to seven years and seven months in prison for
methamphetamine possession with intent to distribute, according to a Department of Justice
news release. Louis Torres, aka “Youngster,” is a 37-year-old member of a criminal street gang
who fled from officers during a July 23, 2021, traffic stop, according to court documents.

[Continue Reading] See also: KBAK-CBS (Bakersfield, CA), KERO-ABC (Bakersfield, CA),
KGET-NBC/CW (Bakersfield, CA)

The Daily American (Somerset, PA): Friedens man sentenced to federal prison in drug
delivery case, Judy D.J. Ellich, August 8, 2022, 5:10 PM

A Somerset County man was sentenced Monday in federal court in Johnstown to 70 months in
prison followed by four years of supervised release on his conviction of possession with the
intent to distribute illegal drugs. According to court documents, on June 23, 2020, and July 3,
2020, Terrell Robison Ickes, 32, of Friedens, did possess with the intent to distribute 50 grams
or more of methamphetamine, said Assistant United States Attorney Arnold P. Bernard, Jr.ina
media release. Bernard prosecuted the case. [Continue Reading]

Daily Voice (Baltimore, MD): Fourth Man Sentenced For Movie-Like Kidnapping, Robbery
Scheme At Maryland Casino, DC Apartment, Zak Failla, August 8, 2022, 5:06 PM

The fourth of five suspects implicated in an elaborate kidnapping and robbery scheme that
started at a Maryland hotel has been sentenced to federal prison time, authorities announced.
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Washington, DC resident Anthony Erik Hebron - also known as “Pain,” 29, has been sentenced to
14 years behind bars, followed by five years of supervised release for conspiracy to commit
kidnapping. [Continue Reading] See also: WBFF-Fox (Baltimore, MD)

WV News (Clarksburg, WV): Ex-preacher who shot up another motorist's tire at
Clarksburg, West Virginia, GoMart gets home incarceration, Matt Harvey, August 8, 2022,
5:00 PM

[...] Kleeh has sentenced Shawn L. Price, 42, a former inmate at Federal Correctional Institution
Gilmer, to 5 years in prison for making a threat. Price threatened someone by phone last
November, according to Ihlenfeld’s office. According to the indictment, the threat included
breaking the subject’s neck and torturing the subject. Assistant U.S. Attorney Christopher Bauer
prosecuted. The Bureau of Prisons investigated. [Continue Reading]

Daily Voice (Lehigh, PA): Jury Finds Lehigh Valley Man Guilty Of Cyberstalking
Government Worker, Ex-GF, Ex-Wife, Valerie Musson, August 8, 2022, 4:30 PM

A jury found a Lehigh Valley man guilty of cyberstalking three different victims, including a
government worker, his ex-girlfriend, and his ex-wife, authorities announced. A five-day trial in
Easton led to a jury finding Anthony Elonis, 39, of Bethlehem, guilty of three separate counts of
cyberstalking on Friday, August 5, the U.S. Attorney’s Office said. [Continue Reading] See also:

WEMZ (Allentown, PA)

Sioux City Jounal: Sioux City man sentenced to federal prison for selling meth, Nick
Hytrek, August 8, 2022, 4:00 PM

A Sioux City man was sentenced Friday to 10 years in federal prison for selling
methamphetamine. Carmelo Valdez Romero, 35, was convicted by a jury in U.S. District Court in
Sioux City in February of possession with intent to distribute methamphetamine. [Continue

Reading]

Erie News Now (Erie, PA): Sheffield Man Convicted of Taking Sexually Explicit Photos of
Minors after Supplying Marijuana, Alcohol, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 1:47 PM

A federal jury convicted a Sheffield man who was indicted for taking sexually explicit photos of
two minors after supplying them with marijuana and alcohol, the U.S. Department of Justice
announced Monday. Jeffrey Rogers, 59, was found guilty of six counts for the sexual exploitation
of children after five hours of deliberations. [Continue Reading]

WMUR-ABC (Manchester, NH): Former New Hampshire bus driver from Maine faces
stalking charges, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 10:43 PM

A Maine man who used to work as a school bus driver in New Hampshire is facing inter-state [sic]
stalking charges. According to court documents, Michael Chick, 36, of Elliot, Maine, was assigned
routes servicing Greenland Central School. [Continue Reading]

KFYR-NBC/Fox (Bismarck, ND): Tokio woman sentenced to life in prison in foster child’s
death, Joe Skurzewski, August 8, 2022, 9:14 PM

The courts have handed down a second life sentence in the death of a foster child on the Spirit
Lake Reservation in May 2020. Federal prosecutors said Tammy Longie, of Tokio, pleaded guilty
to second-degree murder within Indian country, as well as three counts of child abuse in Indian
country, and child neglect in Indian country. [Continue Reading]
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WBIR-NBC (Knoxville, TN): Longtime TN inmate and prison gang leader sentenced to life
in jail for drug charges and money laundering, Unatributted, August 8, 2022, 9:05 PM

A man who has been in prison since 1996 for a first-degree murder charge in Hamilton County
was sentenced to life in prison on Monday, according to a release from the Department of
Justice. They said Charles Elsea Jr., 44, is a longtime inmate of the Tennessee Department of
Corrections. After a 6-day trial in March 2022, he was convicted of conspiracy to distribute 50
grams or more of methamphetamine, conspiracy to distribute marijuana and conspiracy to
commit money laundering. [Continue Reading]

KGBT-CBS (Harlingen, TX): San Benito man pleads guilty to illegally having firearms,
David Gonzalez, August 8, 2022, 8:11 PM

A San Benito man pleaded guilty to illegally possessing multiple firearms, according to U.S.
Attorney Jennifer B. Lowery. Marco Antonio Moreno, 27, pleaded guilty to unlawfully possessing
four semiautomatic rifles and five pistols while under felony indictment. On May 8, law
enforcement responded to reports of shots fired at a residence located in San Benito where they
found Moreno. [Continue Reading]

WDEF-CBS (Chattanooga, TN): Sentencing for man behind Mexico to Georgia Meth ring,
Collins Parker, August 8, 2022, 8:00 PM

The man convicted of setting up a Mexico to Northwest Georgia meth pipeline has been
sentenced in Federal Court in Rome. Prosecutors say Juan Cain Valencia-Ramirez has been in
the drug business for a long time. [Continue Reading] See also: News-Tribune (Rome, GA)

WVLT-CBS (Knoxville, TN): Child pornography suspects sentenced to 15 years in prison,
Carissa Simpson, August 8, 2022, 7:46 PM

Two Jefferson County men were sentenced to at least 15 years each in federal prison following
charges of production of child pornography, according to a media release from the United States
Attorney’s Office. Alan Malott, 27 of Dandridge, was sentenced to 195 months, or around 16
years. Christopher Thurman, 25 of Dandridge, was sentenced to serve 180 months, or 15 years.
Both Thurman and Malott will be serving their sentences in federal prison. [Continue Reading]

See also: WBIR-NBC (Knoxville, TN)

KTUL-ABC (Tulsa, OK): Jury convicts Wagoner man of first-degree murder, Savannah
Sinclair, August 8, 2022, 7:00 PM

The United States Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of Oklahoma announced that 22-year-
old George McEntire Smith of Wagoner was found guilty on one count of first-degree murder and
one count of causing the death of a person by use of a firearm during and in relation to a crime of
violence. The trial began on August 1 and ended on August 5. Based on the verdicts, the
defendant is facing a mandatory minimum sentence of life imprisonment. [Continue Reading]

WNCN-CBS (Goldsboro, NC): Ft. Bragg soldier, ‘wife’ convicted of sham wedding for
$10K, Judith Retana, August 8, 2022, 6:53 PM

A Fort Bragg soldier and his wife are accused of being involved in a sham wedding in exchange
for $10,000. United States Attorney Michael Easley of the Eastern District of North Carolina says
the Fort Bragg Criminal Investigation Division received a tip in February 2019 that Samuel
Agyapong, a Fort Bragg soldier, agreed to marry Barbara Oppong, a 43-year-old Ghana citizen
living in New York, in exchange for the money. [Continue Reading]
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KATU-ABC (Portland, OR): Federal jury convicts Oklahoma man of multiple sexual abuse
counts, Savannah Sinclair, August 8, 2022, 6:30 PM

The United States Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of Oklahoma announced that 32-year-
old Aaron Richard Eubanks of Tahlequah was found guilty on five counts of aggravated sexual
abuse in Indian Country. The trial began on August 2 and ended on August 5. Evidence was
presented between January 202 and February 2021 that Eubanks engaged in sexual acts with a
minor victim under the age of 10 on at least five occasions. [Continue Reading]

KVIA-ABC/CW (El Paso, TX): Former Fort Bliss soldier pleads guilty to sexually abusing
six-year-old child, David Gonzalez, August 8, 2022, 5:42 PM

A former Fort Bliss soldier pleaded guilty to sexually abusing a six-year-old child at a home on
Fort Bliss. According to court documents, Trevor Dylan Lehew, 28, sexually abused the child
between November 2014 and December 2015. Officials say Lehew was an active duty soldier at

the time. [Continue Reading] See also: KFOX-Fox (El Paso, TX)

WRBL-CBS (Columbus, GA): 22 Georgia individuals face charges, federal indictment
alleges drug trafficking ring, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 5:10 PM

22 Georgia individuals, including four Columbus residents, are facing drug-related charges
stemming from a large-scale investigation into an alleged armed drug trafficking organization,
according to the United States Attorney’s Office for Middle District Georgia. This indictment
specifically alleges the distribution of methamphetamine, heroin, fentanyl and other controlled

substances. [Continue Reading]

WCHL-AM (Chapel Hill, NC): Chapel Hill Resident Convicted in Physical Therapy Fraud,
Kickback Scheme, Brighton McConnell, August 8, 2022, 5:00 PM

A Chapel Hill resident faces convictions on charges to defraud private health insurers with the
help of Florida businesses, the U.S. Department of Justice announced on Monday. A release
from the department said a federal jury formally convicted Jaroslava Ruiz last Thursday for
submitting more than $34.6 million in false claims for physical therapy services. Evidence
presented during trial indicated the 50-year-old paid kickbacks and bribes to patients and patient
recruiters for submitting claims with four Miami, FL. businesses  despite physical therapy never
being provided. [Continue Reading]

KTTN (Trenton, MO): Missouri man admits threatening to blow up a synagogue,
Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 5:00 PM

A man from Missouri admitted threatening to blow up a St. Louis synagogue in 2021. Cody
Steven Rush of St. Louis admitted calling the St. Louis office of the FBI on Nov. 5, 2021, and
saying, “I’m going to blow up a church.” Rush gave his name and identified his target as the
Central Reform Congregation in St. Louis. Rush said he would take action the next morning when
people were inside. Rush said he hated Jewish people. [Continue Reading] See also: KTVI-Fox
(St. Louis, MO)

WGEM-NBC (Quincy, IL): Hannibal man sentenced to more than 5 years in prison on gun
charge, Jayla Louis, August 8, 2022, 4:59 PM

On Monday, U.S. District Judge Stephen R. Clark sentenced Ronald Allen, 46, of Hannibal, to five
years and three months in prison after he was caught with stolen firearms in 2020. According to
the U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri, on Dec. 24, 2020, the Hannibal Police
Department and Ralls County Sheriff’s Office were investigating the theft of firearms when they
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found Allen in a Hannibal home. [Continue Reading]

WXMI-Fox (Grand Rapids, MI): Three men sentenced for bank fraud and identity theft,
Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 4:54 PM

Three men from Miami, Florida have been sentenced for bank fraud and aggravated identity theft.
They are Cedric Smith, Daja Smith, and Devonte Hoskins. According to the Department of
Justice, the three targeted a customer’s online account using compromised personal information
they purchased from computer hackers. [Continue Reading]

KTVI-Fox (St. Louis, MQO): Guilty plea in St. Louis murder-for-hire plot, Liz Dowell, August 8,
2022,4:39 PM

A St. Louis man appeared in federal court Monday and admitted trying to have a man who owed
him more than $100,000 killed. Prosecutors with the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District
of Missouri said Kevin Cunningham, 36, pleaded guilty to a murder-for-hire charge in front of U.S.
District Judge Audrey G. Fleissig. He appeared before U.S. District Judge Henry E. Autrey later
that day to plead guilty to conspiring to distribute fentanyl. [Continue Reading]

KGUN-ABC (Tucson, AZ): Man sentenced for attempting to smuggle ammunition into
Mexico, Phil Villarreal, August 8, 2022, 4:34 PM

A convicted felon was sentenced to prison on ammunition charges. According to the U.S.
Attorney's Office, 45-year-old Nogales, Ariz. resident Luis Carlos Eriksen was sentenced to 66
months in prison for smuggling ammunition from the U.S. into Mexico, as well as possession of
ammunition by a convicted felon. [Continue Reading]

KERO-ABC (Bakersfield, CA): Fresno man pleads guilty to conspiring to distribute
fentanyl, Pete Menting, August 8, 2022, 4:26 PM

A Fresno man pleaded guilty Monday to conspiring to possess and distribute fentanyl, said the
U.S. Attorney's Office. According to court documents, Isaiah Garcia, 20, and his brother, Mario
Garcia, 28, who was an inmate in the Fresno County Jail, agreed that Isaiah Garcia would traffic

fentanyl. [Continue Reading]

CIVIL RIGHTS

AP: Father, son get life for hate crime in Ahmaud Arbery’s death, Russ Bynum, August 8,
2022, 11:00 PM

The white father and son who chased and killed Ahmaud Arbery in a Georgia neighborhood each
received a second life prison sentence Monday  for committing federal hate crimes, months
after getting their first for murder  at a hearing that brought a close to more than two years of
criminal proceedings. U.S. District Court Judge Lisa Godbey Wood handed down the sentences
against Travis McMichael, 36, and his father, Greg McMichael, 66, reiterating the gravity of the
February 2020 killing that shattered their Brunswick community. William “Roddie” Bryan, 52, who
recorded cellphone video of the slaying, was sentenced to 35 years in prison. [Continue Reading]
See also: CNN, Courthouse News, Jurist, LAT, NBC, NPR, NYT, Politico, Reuters, USA Today,
WaPo, WSJ

WaPo: [EDITORIAL] Federal charges in Breonna Taylor’s killing are a step toward
justice, Editorial Board, August 8, 2022, 3:51 PM
“Today’s overdue, but it still hurts,” Breonna Taylor's mother, Tamika Palmer, said at a news
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conference last Thursday. Earlier that day, Attorney General Merrick Garland announced federal
charges against four current and former Louisville officers involved in the botched police raid that
killed Taylor. It had been 874 days, Ms. Palmer noted, since plainclothes police officers burst into
Taylor's apartment in the middle of the night on March 13, 2020, to carry out a search warrant;
874 days since Taylor’s then-boyfriend, fearing intruders, fired one shot and officers fired 22
back, fatally striking Taylor in the chest. [Continue Reading]

WaPo: Family of Anton Black settles wrongful-death suit with Md. police, Ovetta Wiggins,
August 8, 2022, 3:07 PM

Three small towns on Maryland’s Eastern Shore will pay $5 million to the family of Anton Black, a
Black teenager who died in 2018 during an encounter with a White police officer, and will institute
changes in policing to prevent more deaths involving police. The settlement ends a nearly two-
year legal battle by Black’s family and the Coalition for Justice for Anton Black, a grass-roots
group that has fought for transparency and accountability in Black’s death, against the towns of
Greensboro, Ridgely and Centreville, and two officers and two police chiefs from those towns.
The litigation against the state medical examiner’s office, also a defendant in the lawsuit,
continues. [...] The lawsuit, which was filed in federal district court in Baltimore, claimed that
officers used excessive force and accused police of violating Black’s constitutional rights with the
force used. No one was charged in Black’s death. [Continue Reading]

KUSA-NBC (Denver, CO): Red Rocks overcharged for wheelchair-accessible seats,
Justice Department says, Troy Pope, August 8, 2022, 4:41 PM

The U.S. Justice Department said Monday that it settled a lawsuit against the City and County of
Denver, Red Rocks and concert promoters after the agency said they overcharged for
wheelchair-accessible seats at the venue. The U.S. Attorney's Office said it settled the
discrimination claim under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) against the City and County
of Denver and concert promoters Live Nation, AEG, and PBS12. [Continue Reading]

CIVIL LAW

Reuters: Group of 23 states tells U.S. court CDC lacks authority to set transit mask rules,
David Shepardson, August 8, 2022, 10:38 PM

A group of 23 state attorneys general led by Florida told a federal court on Monday that the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) lacks the legal authority to impose a
nationwide transportation mask mandate to address COVID-19. The CDC sought "an
unprecedented masking mandate regulating every breath of millions of Americans," said the brief
in support of the group that sued to overturn the mask mandate. [Continue Reading]

AP: lowa metal manufacturer settles US government complaint, David Pitt, August 8, 2022,
4:13 PM

A southwest lowa company that makes metal castings used by military contractors in helicopters
and other equipment has reached a settlement in a lawsuit alleging the company failed to test the
castings and falsely certified test results over seven years. Wellman Dynamics, a Creston
company that manufactures large metal castings used by military contractors including Bell
Helicopter, Sikorsky Aircraft and Boeing Co. will pay $500,000 in restitution to the U.S.
government to settle the allegations, court documents indicate. [Continue Reading]

Reuters: Federal law doesn't bar Connecticut lawsuit over Bausch lens implant -appeals
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court, Brendan Pierson, August 8, 2022, 1:50 PM

A federal appeals court on Monday revived a lawsuit by a Connecticut woman who said she
suffered permanent vision damage from a defective Bausch & Lomb Inc lens implant, finding that
federal law does not prevent her from suing under Connecticut's product liability law. The
decision from the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals came after a ruling by Connecticut's
Supreme Court that state law claims like those brought by Marjorie Glover and her husband
Charles Glover are not necessarily preempted by the federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act

(FDCA). [Continue Reading]

NYT: In Lawsuits, Ex-Employees Offer Harsh Portrait of Project Veritas, Colin Moynihan
and Jonah E. Bromwich, August 8, 2022, 9:00 PM

The conservative group Project Veritas has for years sought to embarrass political opponents
and members of media organizations by surreptitiously recording them and publicizing their
private communications. But two lawsuits filed in federal court late Sunday by the organization’s
former employees purported to expose its own inner workings, portraying a “highly sexualized”
work culture where daytime drinking and drug use were common and the group benefited from
employees who worked additional hours without pay. [Continue Reading]

Bloomberg Law: Sentencing for man behind Mexico to Georgia Meth ring, Unattributed,
August 8, 2022, 8:00 AM

lowa-based WDC Acquisitions LLC, doing business as Wellman Dynamics, has agreed to pay
$500,000 to resolve allegations that the company didn’t conduct contractually required testing
and falsified test results for parts used in military aircraft, the Department of Justice announced

Friday. [Continue Reading]

WFOR-CBS (Miami, FL). Federal judge weighs businesses' challenge to DeSantis
priority, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 3:55 PM

A federal judge on Monday questioned part of a new Florida law that restricts the way businesses
can address race-related concepts in employee training, as he weighed a request to block the
measure. The law (HB 7), passed during this year's legislative session, was a top priority of Gov.
Ron DeSantis, who dubbed it the "Stop Wrongs to Our Kids and Employees Act," or Stop WOKE
Act. A group of businesses and a consultant filed a lawsuit in June challenging the measure's
constitutionality. The plaintiffs are an online honeymoon-registry company, a Ben & Jerry's
franchisee and a workplace diversity consulting company and its founder. [Continue Reading]

IMMIGRATION & BORDER SECURITY

AP: Biden administration says ‘Remain in Mexico’ policy is over, Unattributed, August 8,
2022, 11:00 PM

The Department of Homeland Security said Monday that it ended a Trump-era policy requiring
asylum-seekers to wait in Mexico for hearings in U.S. immigration court, hours after a judge lifted
an order in effect since December that it be reinstated. The timing had been in doubt since the
Supreme Court ruled on June 30 that the Biden administration could end the “Remain in Mexico”
policy. Homeland Security officials had been largely silent, saying they had to wait for the court to
certify the ruling and for a Trump-appointed judge, Matthew Kacsmaryk in Amarillo, Texas, to then
lift his injunction. The Supreme Court certified its ruling last week. [Continue Reading] See also:
LAT, Reuters, Washington Examiner, Washington Times
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CNN: Customs and Border Protection seizes shipment of fentanyl hidden in pill bottles,
Eric Levenson, August 8, 2022, 10:13 AM

US Customs and Border Protection has seized a shipment of the powerful synthetic opioid
fentanyl hidden in pill bottles that was strong enough to potentially provide lethal doses to tens of
thousands of people, the agency said. CBP officers in Louisville, Kentucky, detained a shipment
Thursday that arrived from India and was manifested as medicine, the agency said. Inspecting
officers found five pill bottles, and the pills tested positive for fentanyl properties, CBP said.

[Continue Reading]

Law360: Judge Blasts High Court For Feds' Immigration 'Carte Blanche', Alyssa Aquino,
August 8, 2022, 11:23 PM

A California federal judge rebuked a high court decision barring lower courts from controlling
immigration policy, saying the justices gave the U.S. Department of Homeland Security "carte
blanche" to enact potentially illegal policies, including an unwritten "turnback" policy of turning
away asylum-seekers. [Continue Reading]

Law360: 3rd Circ. Orders BIA To Rethink Salvadoran's Gang Fears, Rae Varona, August 8,
2022, 9:43 PM

The Third Circuit told the U.S. Board of Immigration Appeals on Friday to reconsider the plea of a
man from El Salvador for deportation relief, saying the agency failed to consider affidavits and
evidence concerning death threats aimed at him from gang members. [Continue Reading]

Law360: Wanted Chinese Businessman Convicted Of Visa Fraud, Carolina Bolado, August
8, 2022, 8:03 PM

A federal jury in Miami has convicted a fugitive Chinese businessman-turned Hollywood movie
investor on two counts of visa fraud for hiding a Marshall Islands passport under another name.
[Continue Reading]

Law360: Bipartisan Bill Offers US' Afghan Allies A Path To Residency, Hailey Fowler,
August 8, 2022, 4:40 PM

A bipartisan bill that would carve out a path to permanent residency for Afghan allies of the U.S.
who fled Taliban control was introduced in the U.S. Senate over the weekend following a failed
attempt to pass similar legislation in May. [Continue Reading]

Daily Voice (Hackensack, NJ): ICE Puts Hold On Jail Inmate Charged With Assaulting
Woman In Hackensack, Jerry DeMarco, August 8, 2022, 12:03 PM

An Ecuadorian national living in Hackensack had been jailed for assaulting a woman when ICE
placed a detainer on him less than 24 hours later, records show. Juan Chuqui Navas, 26, was
arrested around 9:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 4, for assaulting a 23-year-old acquaintance, Hackensack
Police Detective Capt. Michael Antista said. [Continue Reading]

Texas Tribune: ACLU calls on feds to investigate Abbott’s policy transporting migrants
back to border, James Barragan, August 8, 2022, 10:00 AM

The American Civil Liberties Union is calling on the federal government to stop cooperating with
Gov. Greg Abbott's executive order authorizing state troopers to transport migrants back to the
border ports of entry escalating a debate over the state’s authority to enforce immigration laws.
[Continue Reading] See also: Axios, Law360, Washington Times

Document ID: 0.7.499.57095 01715-02414



KVIA-ABC (El Paso, TX). CBP says 16-year-old U.S. citizen tried smuggling 16 pounds of
fentanyl across Ysleta Port of Entry, Kerry Mannix, August 8, 2022, 1:09 PM

U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents seized about 16 pounds of fentanyl from a vehicle
driven by a 16-year-old attempting to enter the U.S. through the Ysleta Port of Entry Saturday. The
vehicle carrying two individuals was referred to secondary inspection in which a canine and X-ray
inspection was conducted. [Continue Reading] See also: KFOX-Fox (El Paso, TX), Washington
Examiner

ANTITRUST

Reuters: U.S. FTC commissioner Phillips to resign in autumn, David Shepardson, August 8,
2022, 3:20 PM

One of the two Republicans on the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) who has dissented in
several antitrust actions filed against social media companies said on Monday that he will resign
later this year. FTC Commissioner Noah Phillips said in a statement he had written to President
Joe Biden announcing his intent to resign this fall. Phillips, a former chief counsel for Republican
Senator John Cornyn, dissented in December 2020 in an FTC antitrust case filed against
Facebook, which is now known as Meta Platforms (META.O). [Continue Reading]

WSJ: [OPINION] The FTC Heads for Legal Trouble, Svetlana Gans and Eugene Scalia,
August 8, 2022, 6:02 PM

For students of federal regulatory power, the most interesting agency in Washington these days
is the Federal Trade Commission. But not for the reasons FTC leadership may think. FTC
Chairman Lina Khan has Rooseveltian ambitions for the agency. Two weeks ago she reportedly
overruled its staff in suing to block Meta’s acquisition of Within Unlimited, a virtual-reality

company. [Continue Reading]

WSJ: Google Offers Concessions to Fend Off U.S. Antitrust Lawsuit, Miles Kruppa, Sam
Schechner and Brent Kendall, August 8, 2022, 12:09 PM

Alphabet Inc.’s Google has offered concessions in an attempt to head off a possible U.S.
antitrust lawsuit aimed at its massive ad-tech business, according to people familiar with the
matter, a sign that legal and regulatory pressures on the tech giant are coming to a head. As part
of one offer, Google has proposed splitting parts of its business that auctions and places ads on
websites and apps into a separate company under the Alphabet umbrella, some of the people
said. That entity could potentially be valued at tens of billions of dollars, depending on what
assets it contained. [Continue Reading]

NBC: Owner of conservative apparel brand fined $200,000 for falsely claiming products
are made in the USA, Mirna Alsharif, August 8, 2022, 11:20 AM

The owner of a conservative apparel company was fined more than $200,000 by the Federal
Trade Commission for replacing "made in China" tags with "made in the USA" tags on clothing.
The FTC acted against Lions Not Sheep Products LLC owner Sean Whalen after he posted a
video on social media titled “MADE IN AMERICA!” in which he said "he could conceal the fact
that his shirts are made in China by ripping out the original tags and replacing them with tags
stating that the merchandise was made in the United States," the FTC said in a statement.
[Continue Reading] See also: The Hill, Newsmax
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Law360: Judge Trims Pfizer, Mylan EpiPen Antitrust Suit, Kelly Lienhard, August 8, 2022,
10:45 PM

A federal judge rejected most of the fourth set of antitrust claims alleging that Mylan
Pharmaceuticals and Pfizer Inc. conspired to inflate the price of emergency allergy medication,
saying that indirect purchasers are barred from filing suit based on the theory that their actions
delayed the introduction of a generic. [Continue Reading]

Law360: DOJ Data Fears Based On 'Limited Understanding,’ Judge Told, Bryan Koenig,
August 8, 2022, 10:38 PM

The U.S. Department of Justice is wrong to allege that UnitedHealth Group's proposed $13.8
billion purchase of Change Healthcare would give the company access to data that it could use to
gain a competitive advantage against its rivals, a UHG executive testified Monday in D.C. federal

court. [Continue Reading]

Law360: DOJ Drops 2 Ex-Pilgrim's Pride Execs From Price-Fixing Case, Ivan Moreno,
August 8, 2022, 9:04 PM

The U.S. Department of Justice has dropped criminal charges against two of four former
Pilgrim's Pride executives, making it the latest setback for prosecutors in a broader investigation
into alleged price-fixing in the broiler chicken industry. [Continue Reading]

Courthouse News: Macmillan CEO says Penguin Random House-S&S merger may
change dynamic of US publishing, Emily Zantow, August 8, 2022, 8:00 PM

The CEO of Macmillan Publishers said Monday that he believes the dynamic of U.S. publishing
will change if the country's top publisher, Penguin Random House, is allowed to acquire the fourth
largest U.S. publisher, Simon & Schuster. Testifying in the government’s attempt to block the
$2.175 billion dollar proposed merger, Don Weisberg said if two of the major players in the U.S.
publishing market become one  book prices, author advances and types of competition at
auctions will be impacted “across the board.” [Continue Reading] See also: Law360

Law360: PGA Tour To Suing LIV Golfers: You Can't Have It Both Ways, David Steele,
August 8, 2022, 4:59 PM

The PGA Tour argued in California federal court Monday that a group of professional golfers who
participated in the Saudi-financed LIV Golf series already knew they'd be suspended for leaving
to compete on another tour, dismissing claims that it's a monopoly flouting antitrust laws and
saying the players can't "have their cake and eat it too." [Continue Reading]

ENVIRONMENT

Law360: Calif. Judge Urged To Keep Nix Of Species Rules In Place, Morgan Conley, August
8, 2022, 4:22 PM

The federal government, multiple states and a slew of conservation groups are urging a California
federal judge not to pause his order vacating Trump-era Endangered Species Act regulations,
arguing an appeal of the decision is not likely to succeed. [Continue Reading]

WTHR-NBC (Indianapolis, IN): EPA settlement has Indianapolis company paying $310,000
penalty, Kelly Lienhard, August 8, 2022, 4:48 PM

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Indiana Department of Environmental
Management announced a settlement with a local company for alleged violations of the Clean Air
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Act. Metalworking Lubricants Co. will pay a penalty of $155,000 to the United States and
$155,000 to the state of Indiana, under the settlement. [Continue Reading]

TAX

Washington Examiner: Hunter Biden investigator needs special counsel protections:
Barr, Jerry Dunleavy, August 8, 2022, 4:25 PM

The prosecutor investigating Hunter Biden needs special counsel protections in the wake of
damning whistleblower allegations, former Attorney General Bill Barr says. Barr made the
explosive remarks in the wake of allegations that FBI agents wrongly labeled accurate information
about President Joe Biden's son as false. [Continue Reading] See also: Newsmax

NJ Metro Breaking News: Co-Owner of Multiple Companies Pleads Guilty to Failure to Pay
1 Million in Payroll Taxes, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 7:20 PM

A co-owner of multiple businesses today admitted to his role failing to pay over $1 million in
payroll taxes for his companies, U.S. Attorney Philip R. Sellinger announced. Federal officials
said Omar Mostafa, 57, of New Jersey, pleaded guilty before U.S. District Judge Georgette
Castner to an information [sic] charging him with willful failure to collect or pay taxes. [Continue

Reading]

WYOU-CBS (Scranton, PA): Two women sentenced in $1.8M tobacco tax evasion, Vivian
Muniz, August 8, 2022, 2:49 PM

Officials announced two women were sentenced after they say they failed to provide taxes for a
business that gained them $1.8 million in imported cigars. According to US Attorney Gerard M.
Karam, Hope Carbone, 72, and Donna Venturini, 70, both of East Stroudsburg previously
admitted to conspiring with Jose Dominguez, the owner of the cigar manufacturer Victor Sinclair
Cigars, to evade the excise taxes on the importation of Victor Sinclair manufactured cigars from

2009 to 2011. [Continue Reading] See also: WOLF-Fox (Hazleton, PA)

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

AP: Albuquerque killings send fear through Islamic communities, Stefanie Dazio and
Mariam Fam, August 8, 2022, 5:00 PM

Authorities on Monday identified the fourth victim in a series of killings of Muslim men in
Albuquerque, New Mexico, as the deaths sent ripples of fear through Islamic communities
nationwide. Three of the slayings happened in the last two weeks. Now law enforcement officials
are seeking help finding a vehicle believed to be connected to the killings in New Mexico’s largest
city. The common elements were the victims’ race and religion, officials said. [...] Few anti-Muslim
hate crimes have been recorded in Albuquerque over the last five years, according to FBI data
cited by Brian Levin, director of the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism and a professor
of criminal justice at California State University at San Bernardino. [Continue Reading] See also:
NBC, Reuters

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review: 6th suspect arrested in New Kensington homicide; 1 remains
at large, Brian C. Rittmeyer, August 8, 2022, 11:12 PM

One of two teens still at large and charged in the shooting death of a man last month in New
Kensington was arrested Monday. U.S. marshals apprehended Elijah Rashad Gary, 18, on Ella
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Street in Wilkinsburg without incident, Westmoreland County District Attorney Nicole Ziccarelli
said. [Continue Reading]

WOAI-NBC (San Antonio, TX): U.S. Marshals need your help finding wanted man from
South Side, Yami Virgin, August 8, 2022, 11:00 PM

The U.S. Marshals need your help to find Marco Cruz-Garza who has an active arrest warrant for
allegedly violating the conditions of his supervised release. In October of last year, Cruz-Garza
was sentenced to three months in prison on charges involving illegal re-entry into the U.S. He was
also ordered to serve one year of supervised release. [Continue Reading]

WHIO-AM (Dayton, OH): Cincinnati Police Department, ATF offering $5,000 for information
on mass shooting, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 9:52 PM

Cincinnati Police Department and the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives is
offering a $5,000 reward for information that could lead to the arrest of people they believe are
responsible for a shooting that injured nine. CPD asked on social media that anyone with
information about the shooting to contact ATF at 1-88-283-8477 or CrimeStoppers at 352-3040.
[Continue Reading]

KRCG-CBS (Jefferson City, MO): Sheriffs, Attorney General, Sen. Hawley push back
against FBI firearms audit, Michael Adkison, August 8, 2022, 7:00 PM

After an email alleged a firearms background check audit, including a review of concealed carry
permits, was given to the Platte County Sheriff's Office, several other departments have
preemptively stated they would not turn over any such information, to the support of Republican
Attorney General Eric Schmitt. In July, an email from one Roger Shaw, purportedly an auditor for
the FBI's Criminal Justice Information Services Division (CJIS) was delivered to officials at the
Platte County Sheriff's Department, informing them of an audit to take place on August 10.

[Continue Reading]

WKRC-CBS (Cincinnati, OH): Community continues search for suspects, solutions
following OTR mass shooting, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 3:00 PM

A $5,000 reward is now being offered for information leading to the arrests and convictions of
those responsible for the mass shooting Sunday morning in Over-The-Rhine. Nine people were
shot as bullets began flying at about 1:30 a.m., but fortunately, no one died. The Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives -- the ATF -- is offering the reward, but some people
in the community are focused on healing. [Continue Reading]

KSAZ-Fox (Phoenix, AZ): 55,000 fentanyl pills, meth seized in two Yavapai County traffic
stops less than an hour apart, Unattributed, August 8, 2022, 2:36 PM

Thousands of fentanyl pills and meth were seized in two Yavapai County traffic stops over the
weekend in a short period of time, the sheriff's office says on Aug. 8. A K-9 unit, with the help of a
narcotics task force, conducted two traffic stops within an hour of each other in Camp Verde.

[Continue Reading]

WTAE-ABC (Pittsburgh, PA): Sixth suspect arrested in New Kensington shooting
investigation; search for seventh continues, Brian C. Rittmeyer, August 8, 2022, 12:24 PM
More than one month after a deadly shooting in New Kensington, police have arrested yet another
suspect. U.S. marshals picked up Elijah Gary on Monday in Wilkinsburg. He's facing charges in
connection with the shooting death of Jason Raiford on July 3. At least five other people have
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been arrested in the case. [Continue Reading].

CRIMINAL JUSTICE/CORRECTIONS

NPR: [AUDIO] Inmates give Washington, D.C., ideas for curbing gun violence, Carrie
Johnson, August 8, 2022, 4:27 PM

An innovative educational program in the Washington, D.C., jail asks incarcerated people how to
stop gun violence. [Listen]

Washington Times: Steve Bannon requests retrial in criminal contempt of Congress
case, source says, Joseph Clark, August 8, 2022, 6:19 PM

Steve Bannon has filed a motion for a new trial after being found guilty of contempt of Congress
last month for failing to comply with a subpoena from the House Jan. 6 committee. The former
Trump adviser’s legal team says the court violated their client’s constitutional rights by granting a
motion by the prosecution that they say precluded Mr. Bannon from defending himself.. [Continue

Reading]

US SUPREME COURT

WaPo: [PERSPECTIVE] Justice Alito is living up to promises to supporters of his
nomination, Duncan Hosie, August 9, 2022, 6:00 AM

In his first public speech since writing the opinion that overturned Roe v. Wade and eliminated the
constitutional right to an abortion, Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. was angry. Speaking recently at a
gilded hall in Rome, Alito ridiculed world leaders who criticized his decision. His sardonic
broadsides went viral, with legal observers agape at the spectacle of a sitting Supreme Court
justice swiping at Justin Trudeau, Boris Johnson and Emmanuel Macron. [Continue Reading]

MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION

Law360: DOJ Says Medical Pot Patients Have No Right To Bear Arms, Sam Reisman,
August 8, 2022, 8:57 PM

The U. S. Department of Justice told a Florida federal judge on Monday that the Sunshine State's
medical marijuana patients had no Second Amendment right to possess firearms since they were
breaking a federal law. The DOJ's brief was filed in response to a lawsuit brought by the
commissioner of the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and three Florida
residents, who allege a federal rule barring medical marijuana patients from having guns is
unconstitutional. [Continue Reading]

Law360: Colo. Hemp Farm Can't Secure Early Win In Investment Row, Daniel Ducassi,
August 8, 2022, 6:53 PM

A Colorado federal judge has denied a hemp farm and a processors' bid to escape some
counterclaims in their suit against former business partners over contested investments, ruling a
jury must resolve the dispute over the existence of a contract between them. U. S. District Judge
Regina M. Rodriguez on Thursday denied hemp processing facility owner Athena Botanicals LLC
and hemp farm operator San Juan Hemp Co. LLC's motion for partial summary judgment against
counterclaims from a pair of Arizona companies and their owner, David Vindici, who claimed the
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hemp firms defrauded them and made decisions that resulted in a bad harvest. [Continue
Reading]

Detroit Metro Times: Opponents of Detroit’s new recreational marijuana ordinance aim for
ballot initiative in November, Steve Neavling, August 8, 2022, 3:09 PM

A ballot initiative that would replace the city of Detroit's much-maligned recreational marijuana
ordinance is headed to the Detroit Election Commission. A group called Citizens for Better Social
Equity collected 4,844 signatures to get the initiative on the Nov. 7 ballot. [Continue Reading]

Marijuana Moment: New Florida Marijuana Legalization Initiative Filed For 2024 Ballot,
With Backing Of State’s Largest Medical Cannabis Company, Kyle Jaeger, August 8, 2022,
12:00 PM

A new industry-led campaign in Florida filed a marijuana legalization initiative aimed at the 2024
ballot on Monday. Past attempts to place adult-use legalization on the Florida ballot have been
challenged and rejected by the state Supreme Court. But the Smart & Safe Florida political
committee says the language of their proposed amendment to the state’s marijuana law will avoid
such a contest and prevail. [Continue Reading]

OPIOID CRISIS

WKBT-CBS (La Crosse, WI): Wisconsin DHS, DOJ announce opioid settlement plan, Ken
Kosirowski, August 8, 2022, 9:12 PM

Following Wisconsin’s first opioid settlement payment, the state’s Department of Health Services
and Department of Justice are partnering on a proposal to use those funds strategically. The
plans include harm reduction, capital projects, funding for tribal nations, and treatment and
recovery. [Continue Reading] See also: WMTV-NBC (Madison, W1), WITI-Fox (Milwaukee, WI)

ADMINISTRATION

Marijuana Moment: Biden DOJ Says Medical Marijuana Patients Are Too ‘Dangerous To
Trust’ In Motion To Dismiss Lawsuit On Gun Rights, Kyle Jaeger, August 8, 2022, 5:39 PM
The Department of Justice asked a federal court on Monday to dismiss a lawsuit that seeks to
overturn a policy blocking medical marijuana patients from buying or owning guns. The filling is
partly premised on the government’s position that it would be too “dangerous to trust regular
marijuana users to exercise sound judgment” with firearms. In making its case for dismissal, DOJ
also drew eyebrow-raising historical parallels to past gun bans for groups like Native Americans,
Catholics, panhandlers, those who refuse to take an oath of allegiance to the government and
people who shoot firearms while drunk. [Continue Reading]

NETWORK EVENING NEWS LINEUP: AUGUST 8, 2022
ABC: World News Tonight with David Muir

CBS: Evening News with Jericka Duncan
NBC: Nightly News with Tom Llamas
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Former President Donald Trump said Monday that Mar-a-Lago, the Florida club that is his
primary residence, is "currently under siege, raided, and occupied by a large group of FBI
agents. [ABC, CBS, NBC]

President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden on Monday witnessed the damage from deadly
and devastating storms that have resulted in the worst flooding in Kentucky’s history, as
they visited the state to meet with families and first responders. [ABC, CBS, NBC]

Authorities believe the killings of four Muslim men in Albuquerque, New Mexico, may be
linked and are asking for the public's help locating a vehicle suspected of being connected
to the incidents. [ABC, CBS, NBC]

Senate Democrats are celebrating the passage of a multi-billion dollar spending bill that's
focused on health care, climate change and taxes. CBS Reporter takes a closer look at
how the American people will see the impact of the Inflation Reduction Act. [CBS]

Travis and Gregory McMichaels were sentenced to life in prison on federal hate crimes in
the killing of Ahmaud Arbery. For the first time, Greg McMichael apologized to the Arbery
family in court, saying he never had malice in his heart. [NBC]

The Biden administration announced its largest single military package yet for Ukraine,
pledging another $1 billion in rockets, ammunition and other equipment. Meanwhile, there's
growing concern about Europe's largest nuclear power plant as Ukraine and Russia accuse
each other of shelling the Zaporizhzhia plant. [ABC, CBS]

Democrats pushed their election-year economic package to Senate passage Sunday, a
hard-fought compromise less ambitious than President Joe Biden’s original domestic
vision but one that still meets deep-rooted party goals of slowing global warming,
moderating pharmaceutical costs and taxing immense corporations. [NBC]

[NBC]

Three small towns on Maryland’s Eastern Shore will pay $5 million to the family of Anton
Black, a Black teenager who died in 2018 during an encounter with a White police officer,
and will institute changes in policing to prevent more deaths involving police. [NBC]

China has said military exercises around the contested island would continue. Several days
of activity have disrupted shipping and air travel, with Taiwan saying the move amounts to a
blockade. [ABC]
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MORNING HEADLINES

“FBI Searches Trump Home in Florida” [WSJ, NYT, WaPo, LAT]

“How Russia Took Over Ukraine’s Internet in Occupied Territories” [NYT, LAT]

“Inside Biden’s hot streak, from the poolside to the Capitol’ [WaPo]

“Russia Says it Won't Allow U.S. Inspection for Now of Its Nuclear Weapons” [WSJ]
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Subject: [EXTERNAL] Trump Says FBI 'Raided’ His Mar-A-Lago Resort

WHITE COLLAR

Tuesday, August 9, 2022

TOP NEWS

Trump Says FBI 'Raided’ His Mar-A-Lago Resort

The FBI on Monday executed a search warrant at Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago
resort in Florida, according to the former president, who said his home was "under
siege, raided and occupied" by federal agents.

£}

1 document aftached | Read full article »

Twitter Spy Case Jury Deliberates Amid COVID-19 'Time Bomb'

A California federal judge overseeing the trial of an ex-Twitter employee accused of
spying for Saudi Arabia persuaded the parties on Monday to proceed with a
trimmed jury panel after one juror dropped out with COVID-19, saying the risk of
others catching the disease meant the trial faced "a ticking time bomb."

Read full article » X |

DOJ Drops 2 Ex-Pilgrim's Pride Execs From Price-Fixing Case

The U.S. Department of Justice has dropped criminal charges against two of four
former Pilgrim's Pride executives, making it the latest setback for prosecutors in a
broader investigation into alleged price-fixing in the broiler chicken industry.

* Motion attached | Read full article »

Pennsylvania Defense Atty Traded Services For Sex, AG Says LAW FIRMS IN TODAY'S NEWS

A former county prosecutor and criminal defense attorney in Pennsylvania has been| AkermanLLP
accused of trading legal services for sex, nude photos and worn underwear, Ain G
according to the state attorney general's office, which announced charges Monday. SRR

Read full article »

Armstrong Teasdale

Bannon Wants New Contempt Trial, Says Gov't Hurt Defense Baker & Hostetior
Ex-Trump White House aide Steve Bannon has asked a D.C. federal court for a Bayard PA

new trial following his convictions on two counts of contempt of Congress last
month, arguing that the government wrongfully prevented him "from telling the jury Berger Singerman

the story" of why he did not comply with a subpoena from the Jan. 6 House select
committea Boies Schiller
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" Motion attached | Read full article »

Platinum Bond Fraud Trial Nears End As Both Sides Rest

The trial of former Platinum Partners managing director and portfolio manager
Daniel Small is headed to closing arguments after both prosecutors and the defense
on Monday rested in the case accusing the former hedge fund executive of
defrauding bondholders in a Platinum-controlled oil and gas company.

Read full article »

'Varsity Blues' Boss Wants Sentence Delayed After Atty Dies

The admitted ringleader of the "Varsity Blues" college admissions scheme asked
that his sentencing hearing be pushed back two months until mid-November
following the death of his attorney.

° Motion attached | Read full article »

Last BitMEX Defendant Takes Plea Deal In AML Case

The final holdout in the Manhattan U.S. attorney's crackdown against offshore
cryptocurrency derivatives exchange BitMEX pled guilty Monday to flouting U.S.
anti-money laundering requirements, forgoing a scheduled October trial.

Read full article »

SECURITIES

Fraud Retrial Denied Despite Erroneous Theranos Reference

A Manhattan judge has declined to grant a new trial for a former nanotech company
CEO convicted of lying to investors, rejecting his claim that a witness' erroneous
reference to the infamous Theranos fraud case had prejudiced the jury.

" Order attached | Read full article »

Televisa Says Investors '"Made Up' FIFA Bribery Claims

Mexican media giant Grupo Televisa is asking a New York federal judge to throw
out a lawsuit accusing the company of bribing a FIFA official for the right to
broadcast World Cup games, saying that the suing investors "made up" the
allegations "whole cloth."

* Memorandum attached | Read full article »

Pump-And-Dump Charge Added To Mass. Man's Fraud Case

Prosecutors have added securities fraud charges to the list of accusations a
Massachusetts man is facing after he allegedly wielded control of a purported
medical marijuana company in secret to inflate its stock price for profit.

1 document aftached | Read full article »

Legal Services Co. Moves To Toss Securities Fraud Suit

A Florida legal services company moved to toss a U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission lawsuit filed against it over trusts mostly for disabled Social Security or

Medicaid recipients the agency says were managed by a shell company disguised
as a nonprofit.

" 3 documents aftached | Read full article »
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Treasury Bans Crypto Tool Allegedly Used By North Korea

The U.S. Department of the Treasury on Monday sanctioned digital currency
"mixer" Tornado Cash, a service that U.S. officials say has been used by a North
Korean hacking group to launder more than $455 million of stolen funds.

Read full article »

LEGAL ETHICS

Consultant Seeks Exit From $19M Captive Insurance Suit

A federal court should dismiss insurance fraud claims against a consulting firmin a
case where a furniture company seeks $19 million from the firm's former employee,
the firm argued, because he joined the consultancy after committing the alleged
fraud.

* Motion aftached | Read full article »

HEALTH

Ex-NBA Player 'Wrong' On Health Fraud Defense, Feds Say

Manhattan federal prosecutors said a former NBA player is "wrong" in his claim that
money he and others obtained through an alleged $4 million health care fraud
scheme already belonged to them.

" Letter attached | Read full article »

Faulty Centene ACA Plan Cost Patients Billions, Suit Says

Centene Corporation, which runs the Affordable Care Act's largest online exchange
health insurance plan, was slapped with a proposed class action in lllinois federal
court by patients who say the company violated racketeering laws and cheated
them out of billions of dollars by selling bogus policies.

) Complaint attached | Read full article »

Exec Defrauded Medicare With COVID Test Lies, Jury Told

Prosecutors told a California federal jury during trial openings Monday that Arrayit
Corp.'s president defrauded the Medicare program, patients and investors out of
millions with lies about its COVID-19 tests, while defense counsel argued that the
defendant dedicated his life to science and never thought he was defrauding
anybody.

Read full article »

IMMIGRATION

Wanted Chinese Businessman Convicted Of Visa Fraud

Afederal jury in Miami has convicted a fugitive Chinese businessman-turned
Hollywood movie investor on two counts of visa fraud for hiding a Marshall Islands

passport under another name.
" Verdict attached | Read full article »

CANNABIS

DOJ Says Medical Pot Patients Have No Right To Bear Arms

The U.S. Department of Justice told a Florida federal iudae on Monday that the
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Sunshine State's medical marijuana patients had no Second Amendment right to

Google LLC
possess firearms since they were breaking a federal law. S
" Memorandum attached | Read full article » Grupo Televisa SAB
PEOPLE HDR Global Trading Lid.
Kasowitz Continues International Litigation Growth In NYC Hewlett Packard Enterprise Co.
Litigation firm Kasowitz Benson Torres LLP has hired a Kobre & Kim LLP Intel Corp.
international litigator for its New York office as a partner a month after a colleague
joined the firm's Washington, D.C., office in a similar role, the firm announced JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Monday. :
_ rp.
Read full article » Lisikedhy Co
Los Angeles Clippe
EXPERT ANALYSIS S i
MSP Recovery

Implications Of SEC Coinbase Case For Token Offerings

The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission’s recent insider trading charges R Sl

against a former Coinbase manager stand to be the best indication yet of the SEC's| Nanobeak Biotech Inc.
application of securities laws to tokens, and prudent gatekeepers should be aware
of the factors the SEC relies on to prove its case, say Emily Garnett and Katelynn Netflix Inc.
Bradley at Brownstein Hyatt.

Read full article » Oaktree Capital Management
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LEGAL INDUSTRY

ABA Clarifies Remote Learning Guidance For Law Schools

The American Bar Association's policymaking body at its annual meeting Monday in
Chicago adopted a resolution to clarify its accreditation guidelines on remote
learning for law schools, as well as a variety of other proposals.

Read full article »

Tesla Hires New Deputy GC For Corporate And Securities

Tesla Inc. has brought in Derek Windham as deputy general counsel for corporate
and securities, the latest hire in the electric vehicle maker's legal department, which
has undergone many personnel changes over the last three years.

Read full article »

Lawyer Bert Fields, Hollywood "Tour De Force,' Dies At 93
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Bert Fields, a legendary entertainment attorney who represented the likes of Tom
Cruise, Mel Brooks, Dustin Hoffman, George Lucas and Warren Beatty, has died at
the age of 93, according to his law firm Greenberg Glusker Fields Claman &
Machtinger LLP.

Read full article »

Class Attys Get Reduced Fees In $60M Morgan Stanley Deal

A New York federal judge granted final approval to a $60 million data breach
settlement between Morgan Stanley and a class of former and current customers,
but significantly reduced the award to class counsel, granting $13.6 million of the
requested $20 million.

Read full article »

Judge Orders Sale Funds To Cover Collapsed Condo's Taxes

Former unit owners of the Champlain Towers South condominium in Surfside,
Florida, will not have to pay 2022 taxes on the property following a ruling Monday
from the judge overseeing consolidated litigation over the building's collapse last
summer.

Read full articie »

Catching Up With Delaware's Chancery Court

An increasingly busy Delaware Chancery Court raced to docket new suits last week
involving PayPal, Snapchat and the Carlyle Group in between a flurry of Twitter-
related filings.

Read full article »
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From: Berger, Christine (OAG)

Subject: Fwd: Abbreviated AM Cips
TO: (b){6) AG Garland Account (OAG)
Sent: August 12, 7:44 AM (UTC-04:00)

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Iverson, Dena (PAO)" <Dena.l.DeBonis@usdoj.gov>
Date: August 12, 2022 at 7:42:57 AM EDT
"Klapper, Matthew B. (OAG)" <{{s}X(S)] "Figures, Shomari (OAG)"

(b) (6) "Reich, Mitchell
(b) (6) "Schedule,
b) (6) '
Ce: "Hornbuckle, Wyn (PAO)" <Wyn.Hornbuckle@usdoj.gov>
Subject: Abbreviated AM Clips

MORNING HEADLINES
e “Trump Won't Oppose Release of Search Warrant” [WSJ, NYT, WaPo, LAT]
o “House Set to Pass Democrats’ Climate, Health and Tax Package” [WSJ, NYT, WaPo, LAT]
e “With Western Funds Slow to Arrive, Ukraine Scrapes to Pay Its Soldiers” [WSJ, NYT]
¢ “CDC loosens coronavirus guidance, signaling strategic shift” [WaPo, NYT, LAT]

US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NEWS

AP: Garland asks court to unseal warrant for Mar-a-Lago search, Eric Tucker And Michael
Balsamo, August 11, 2022, 4:38 PM

The Justice Department is asking a federal court to unseal the warrant the FBI used to search the Mar-
a-Lago estate of former President Donald Trump, Attorney General Merrick Garland said Thursday,
acknowledging extraordinary public interest in the case about classified records. The request is striking
because such documents traditionally remain sealed during a pending investigation. But the Justice
Department appeared to recognize that its silence since the search had created a vacuum for bitter
verbal attacks by Trump and his allies, and that the public was entitled to the FBI’s side about what
prompted Monday’s action at the former president’s home. [Continue Reading] See also: ABC, Axios,
BBC, Bloomberg, CBS, CNN, CNN-2, The Epoch Times, Financial Times, Fox, Guardian, The Hill,
HuffPost, LAT, Law360, Miami Herald, MSNBC, MSNBC-2, NBC, NPR, NY Daily News, NY Post, NYT,
Politico, USA Today, USA Today-2, WaPo, Washington Examiner, WSJ

NYT: Garland Calls Trump’s Bluff as Justice Department Moves to Unseal Warrant, Charlie
Savage, August 11, 2022, 10:00 PM

Attorney General Merrick B. Garland on Thursday called former President Donald J. Trump’s bluff. Ever
since the F.B.l. executed a search warrant at Mr. Trump’s Florida residence on Monday, Mr. Trump and
his supporters have been portraying the search as baseless and politically motivated. [Continue

Reading]

D: 0.7.498.11177 01715-02429


mailto:Wyn.Hombuckle@usdoj
mailto:Dena.I.DeBonis@usdoj.gov

NYT: Here are the main takeaways from Garland’s statement on the Mar-a-Lago search, Glenn
Thrush , August 11, 2022, 7:00 PM

All week, former President Donald J. Trump’s allies pressed Attorney General Merrick B. Garland to
explain the basis for the search warrant federal agents had executed at Mr. Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
residence — and he refused to break the silence he wears like his unwrinkled, federal blue suit. On
Thursday, Mr. Garland finally responded, summoning the news media to a seventh-floor briefing room at
the headquarters of the Justice Department to offer a public rationale. The new information he provided
was extremely limited, and largely dependent on whether Mr. Trump’s lawyers choose to block the
release of the warrant and other documents sealed by a federal judge. [Continue Reading]

WaPo: [OPINION] Garland has a political duty to explain the circus perpetrated at Mar-a-Lago,
George F. Will, August 11, 2022, 6:39 PM

After his 2016 Supreme Court nomination, Merrick Garland, according to the New York Times, assured
senators that he did not have “a political bone” in his body. That seems to be true, unfortunately. His
current job as attorney general inescapably involves making judgments that are inherently political. They
involve exercising discretion about when to wield government power, and for what ends. [Continue

Reading]

WaPo: [OPINION] Merrick Garland’s surprise announcement calls the Trump-GOP bluff, Paul
Waldman and Greg Sargent, August 11, 2022, 6:12 PM

Since Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort was searched by FBI agents, Republicans have relentlessly
attacked the bureau, the Justice Department and Attorney General Merrick Garland for conducting a
supposed political vendetta. Unfortunately, too often the press has allowed their baseless accusations to
pollute this story, so a bizarre inversion of reality has been given nearly equal weight with known facts.

[Continue Reading]

WaPo: [OPINION] Garland is no gambler. My bet is he’s acting on more than a hunch, Michael
Gerson, August 11, 2022, 2:56 PM

The FBI’s search of Mar-a-Lago has created a logical tension at the center of American political life. An
attorney general known for prudence and the restoration of norms has acted in bold and unprecedented
fashion. If the FBI has been used as an instrument of political harassment — as some Republican
leaders allege, without evidence — then former judge Merrick Garland has become Mr. Hyde. Or, in the
typically restrained Republican translation, a Nazi. [Continue Reading] See also: Esquire, HuffPo, New

Republic

ABC: Garland puts pressure back on Trump as GOP targets Justice: The Note, Rick Klein, Averi
Harper, and Alisa Wiersema, August 12, 2022, 6:06 AM

For those inclined to think Attorney General Merrick Garland is playing chess to counter former
President Donald Trump’s checkers, consider how much easier it is to win at checkers. Consider as well
the extraordinary challenge Garland threw back to Trump — and not just with the decision his legal team
now faces Friday about whether to stand in the way of public release of the search warrant and list of
items seized at Mar-a-Lago on Monday. [Continue Reading]

Fox: [OPINION] FBI weaponized by Biden Justice Department in campaign against Trump,
Michael R. Pompeo, August 12, 2022, 5:00 AM

On Monday night, Federal Bureau of Investigation officials raided former President Donald Trump’s
residence at Mar-a-Lago after following through on a search warrant. In so doing, a federal government
agency undertook the most severe and egregious action against a former president in the history of our
country. This raid goes far beyond an alleged need to recover documents and return them to the National
Archives. [Continue Reading]
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Fox: Trump lawyer slams Merrick Garland's press conference on the FBI raid on Mar-a-Lago:
'Pathetic presser’, Unattributed, August 12, 2022, 12:31 AM

Attorney for former President Donald Trump Christina Bobb reacted to Attorney General Merrick
Garland's press conference on the FBI's raid of Trump's Mar-a-Lago home on "The Ingraham Angle."
CHRISTINA BOBB: This is what the Democrats do. They don't have any good reason for doing what
they did. The pathetic presser that Merrick Garland held for three minutes was insufficient, so they had
to create fear. Normally, they should come out with exactly what happened, and why, and explain
themselves and if it was a good reason, they would have solid ground. They are not on solid ground.
[Continue Reading]

Fox: [OPINION] Merrick Garland wouldn't recommend approval for AG search warrant for
Unabomber's cabin: Former FBI official, Joshua Comins, August 11, 2022, 11:05 PM

Former FBI deputy assistant director of counterterrorism Terry Turchie said Attorney General Merrick
Garland wouldn't recommend approval for a search warrant for the Unabomber's cabin on Thursday's
"Jesse Watters Primetime." "I've never said this publicly, but I'll just tell you right now because it just
sickens me to watch and listen to Merrick Garland, because Merrick Garland was in charge of the
prosecution at DOJ of the Unabomber," Turchie said. "And | have to tell you something: He would not
recommend to the AG that our search warrant to get into Theodore Kaczynski's cabin be approved.”

[Continue Reading]

NBC: DOJ bets its future on how it handles the search of Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort, Ryan J.
Reilly, August 11, 2022, 10:11 PM

In approving the unprecedented search of former President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort, Justice
Department leaders have bet the house on their handling of an investigation that will have sweeping
implications for the future of both federal law enforcement and American democracy. Monday's
hourslong search of Trump's Florida resort in connection with an investigation into classified documents
that Trump is alleged to have kept on the property will reverberate in American politics for the
foreseeable future. [Continue Reading]

MSNBC, The Last Word: [VIDEO] ‘Merrick Garland Has Outsmarted Donald Trump At Every Turn’,
Lawrence O'Donnell, August 11, 2022, 10:00 PM

MSNBC'’s Lawrence O’Donnell explains how Attorney General Garland “has handled the most important
week of his life flawlessly” and says “Donald Trump has no idea what to say now with Merrick Garland
closing in on him.” [Watch]

ABC: Congressional Republicans call Garland's remarks on Mar-a-Lago search insufficient, Tal
Axelrod, August 11, 2022, 6:10 PM

Congressional Republicans were quick to pan Merrick Garland's Thursday remarks on the FBI search of
Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago -- calling the attorney general's comments insufficient and insisting the
Justice Department release more information behind the unprecedented raid even as Garland said he
wants the search warrant unsealed. But GOP lawmakers said the Justice Department's motion to unseal
parts of the warrant would not cut it, demanding that more information behind the search's genesis was
needed given the gravity of the operation at a former president's home. [Continue Reading] See also:
Fox

MSNBC: [VIDEO] Garland praised for ‘speaking up’ as DOJ moves to make FBI Mar-a-Lago
search details public, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 11:00 PM

Donald Trump could reveal the details of the FBI Mar-a-Lago search right now, but he has not, leaving
the dangling question of, "why?" Now, the Department of Justice is moving to make that information
public. We also bring you fresh reporting on a subpoena from this past spring concerning sensitive
documents the FBI believed Trump was still improperly holding. Dr. Jason Johnson in for Joy Reid and
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our panel of experts analyze this developing story on The ReidOut on MSNBC. [Watch]

NPR, Up First: [AUDIO] Mar-a-Lago Warrant, FBI Office Attacked, New CDC COVID Guidance,
August 12, 2022, 5:52 AM

Attorney General Merrick Garland has requested that the Mar-a-Lago search warrant be made public
(1:16). Violent rhetoric from the GOP fueled an attack on the Cincinnati FBI office (5:47). The CDC
relaxes COVID-19 guidance signaling a new phase of the pandemic (9:38). [Listen]

Politico: [OPINION] Why it took so long for Merrick Garland to go public, Myah Ward, August 11,
2022, 7:59 PM

Merrick Garland has broken his silence. In a five-minute afternoon presser, the attorney general revealed
that he personally approved of the decision to execute the search warrant at Mar-a-Lago on Monday,
and announced the Department of Justice’s decision to unseal portions of the warrant. The move comes
after three days of wall-to-wall media coverage and a massive outcry from Republicans who have
demanded more information about the search and why it was necessary. [Continue Reading]

Newsday: [EDITORIAL] Garland's position makes plain sense, Editorial Board, August 11, 2022,
7:42 PM

U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland’s terse but strong statement on Thursday regarding the search
of former President Donald Trump’s estate in Florida brought a brief and timely glimpse of light to a
muddled situation created by the former commander-in-chief himself. Yes, Garland approved the warrant
for federal agents to search Mar-a-Lago. No, the former federal appeals court judge did not take this
measure involving a former president lightly. And he made it clear that he won't abide by “unfounded
attacks” on the FBI and Justice Department. [Continue Reading]

Politico: Merrick Garland calls Trump’s bluff, Kyle Cheney and Meridith McGraw, August 11, 2022,
7:11 PM

Donald Trump and his allies spent days pounding the Justice Department for executing a search warrant
at the former president’s Mar-a-Lago estate, whipping supporters into a frenzy and exploiting DOJ’s
characteristic secrecy by telling their own versions of events. Some even developed a rallying cry as
they attacked the department: Release the warrant! [Continue Reading]

Washington Times: Judicial group launches ads claiming Democrats endanger Supreme Court
justices, Alex Swoyer, August 11, 2022, 10:00 AM

A conservative judicial group launched a $10 million ad campaign this week claiming that Democrats are
endangering Supreme Court justices, and is targeting Attorney General Merrick Garland in its first ad.
Judicial Crisis Network's first cable and digital ad will launch Thursday in the Washington, D.C., market.
It claims that Mr. Garland cowered to a "woke mob” by refusing to enforce federal laws against
protesting in front of a justice’s home as an attempt to obstruct justice. [Continue Reading]

NATIONAL SECURITY

Reuters: Ex-cop sentenced to more than 7 years in prison for role in storming U.S. Capitol, Sarah
N. Lynch, August 11, 2022, 4:53 PM

A former Virginia police sergeant who joined Donald Trump's supporters in storming the Capitol on Jan.
6, 2021, was sentenced to seven years and three months in prison on Thursday, a Justice Department
spokesperson said. A jury in April convicted Thomas Robertson, a former police sergeant for the town of
Rocky Mount, Virginia, of six criminal charges, including obstructing an official proceeding and obstruction

Politico, WaPo, Washington Examiner, WJLA-ABC (Washington, DC), WSLS-NBC (Roanoke, VA)
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Bloomberg: [OPINION] Bolton Plot Should Be a Warning on Iran Nuclear Talks, Bobby Ghosh,
August 11, 2022, 8:27 PM

The Iranian regime has a long, dishonorable history of assassination plots against dissidents and
detractors abroad, but commissioning a hit against a former US national security adviser represents a
raising of the bar in brazenness. The revelation that a member of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
attempted to have John Bolton murdered — on American soil, at that — should serve as a sobering
reminder for President Joe Biden of Tehran’s depravity as he contemplates making a deal that will both
enrich and embolden those behind the plot. [Continue Reading] See also: MSNBC, Politico

WSJ: Man Who Brandished Rifle at Cincinnati FBI Office Killed in Standoff, Ben Kesling and Sadie
Gurman, August 11, 2022, 6:41 PM

A man armed with a rifle tried to break into the security screening area of the FBI’s Cincinnati field office
before fleeing the scene and being killed in a gunbattle with police, officials said. The man attempted to
breach the screening area at the office Thursday morning, the Federal Bureau of Investigation said. His
entry set off an alarm, and armed agents responded. He first fired a nail gun at law enforcement, then
brandished an AR-15-style rifle before fleeing in a Ford Crown Victoria, according to law enforcement
officials. He was reportedly wearing body armor. [Continue Reading] See also: Axios, BuzzFeed, CBS,
CNN, Daily Beast, Forbes, Fox, The Hill, NBC, NY Post, NYT, Politico, Reuters, USA Today, WaPo,

Washington Examiner

WTGS (Hardeeville, SC): Iraqi man sentenced to federal prison for attempting to smuggle guns
through Savannah: DOJ, Parker Fluke, August 11, 2022, 4:00 PM

An Iragi national has been sentenced to federal prison after being convicted of attempting to smuggle
guns through the Port of Savannah, according to a release from the US Dept. of Justice. U.S. Attorney
for the Southern District of Georgia David Estes said Nihad Al Jaberi, 43, of Clarkston, received a
sentence of 94 months in prison. His charges included smuggling, failure to notify a common carrier and
submitting false or misleading export information. [Continue Reading]

CNN: Detailed accusations of Secret Service impeding Jan 6 investigation were scrapped from
report to Congress, Whitney Wild and Zachary Cohen, August 11, 2022, 7:00 PM

A memo detailing how federal investigators believed the Secret Service was impeding them from
obtaining key information about the agency's response to January 6, 2021, was significantly altered to
remove reference to nearly all those efforts before a final report was presented to lawmakers in June.
The memo's original language contained detailed descriptions from the Department of Homeland Security
Inspector General's office of the multiple ways the Secret Service stalled the watchdog's investigation
into the agency's actions before and during the Capitol riot, including erasing text messages from that
day. [Continue Reading] See also: Fox, Palitico

MAR-A-LAGO SEARCH

AP: Trump calls for ‘immediate’ release of Mar-a-Lago warrant, Eric Tucker and Michael Balsamo,
August 12, 2022, 12:20 AM

Former President Donald Trump called late Thursday for the “immediate” release of the federal warrant
the FBI used to search his Florida estate, hours after the Justice Department had asked a court to
unseal the warrant, with Attorney General Merrick Garland citing the “substantial public interest in this
matter.” In messages posted on his Truth Social platform, Trump wrote, “Not only will | not oppose the
release of documents ... | am going a step further by ENCOURAGING the immediate release of those
documents.” He continued to assail the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago as “unAmerican, unwarranted and
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WaPo: The status of key investigations involving Donald Trump, Matt Zapotosky, Matthew Brown,
Shayna Jacobs, Devlin Barrett and Jacqueline Alemany, August 11, 2022, 5:00 PM

Donald Trump is facing historic legal and legislative scrutiny for a former president, under investigation by
U.S. lawmakers, local district attorneys, a state attorney general and the Justice Department. Authorities
are looking into Trump and his family business for a medley of possible wrongdoing, including his actions
leading up to the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol and how he valued his various assets for loan and
tax purposes. The probes threaten Trump with criminal or financial penalties, or plain old public
embarrassment, as he remains a dominant presence in his party and weighs a 2024 bid to return to the
White House. Here’s a list of the key investigations and where they stand. [Continue Reading]

WaPo: FBI searched Trump’s home to look for nuclear documents and other items, sources say,
Deviin Barrett, Josh Dawsey, Perry Stein and Shane Harris , August 11, 2022, 2:16 PM

Classified documents relating to nuclear weapons were among the items FBI agents sought in a search
of former president Donald Trump’s Florida residence on Monday, according to people familiar with the
investigation. Experts in classified information said the unusual search underscores deep concern among
government officials about the types of information they thought could be located at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
Club and potentially in danger of falling into the wrong hands. [Continue Reading] See also: CNN, CNN-

(Detroit, MI)

WaPo: How agents get warrants like the one used at Mar-a-Lago, and what they mean, Perry
Stein, August 11, 2022, 12:00 PM

FBI agents executed a search warrant at former president Donald Trump’s Florida home on Monday,
taking about a dozen boxes of material after opening a safe and entering a padlocked storage area.
Trump and his allies have denounced the search as unlawful and politically motivated but provided no
evidence to back that up and have refused to share a copy of the warrant with the public. [Continue

Reading]

The Hill: Media outlets file motion to unseal entirety of DOJ’s records to search Mar-a-Lago,
Jared Gans, August 11, 2022, 8:41 PM

A group of four major media companies filed a motion on Thursday to unseal all court documents related
to the search warrant that the FBI executed at former President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago property on
Monday. The Washington Post, CNN, NBC News and E.W. Scripps Company filed the motion in the
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida to ask for documents pertaining to the search
warrant, including the search warrants themselves, the warrant application, “all probable cause affidavits
filed in support of the search warrant” and any motion to seal the “warrant-related records”, among other

things. [Continue Reading]

Insider: Trump talked his way into DOJ requesting release of records from Mar-a-Lago search,
Sonam Sheth, C. Ryan Barber, August 11, 2022, 2:16 PM

The Justice Department on Thursday asked a federal judge to unseal the search warrant and other
records related to the raid of Mar-a-Lago, the South Florida home and members-only club of former
President Donald Trump. At a press conference, Attorney General Merrick Garland said the Justice
Department had taken the unusual step "in light of the former president's public confirmation of the
search, the surrounding circumstances, and the substantial public interest in this matter." The attorney
general also confirmed that he personally signed off on the pursuit of a warrant to search Trump's home.
[Continue Reading]

CRIMINAL LAW

AP: Dad gets home detention for bribing Georgetown coach, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 4:17
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PM

A Pennsylvania man who pleaded guilty to bribing a Georgetown University tennis coach to get his
daughter into the school was sentenced Thursday to about a month in home detention. Robert Repella, a
former pharmaceutical executive, agreed to pay then-Georgetown tennis coach Gordon Ernst at least
$120,000 to have his daughter designated as a tennis recruit for the Washington D.C. university,

prosecutors said. [Continue Reading] See also: Daily Voice (Hampden, MA), Law360,

Bloomberg: US Capitol’s ‘600 Rooms’ Spurred Subpoena Confusion, Ex-Trump Aide Says in Jan.
6 Case, Sabrina Willmer, August 11, 2022, 11:14 AM

Former White House trade adviser Peter Navarro is arguing in his criminal contempt case that a
subpoena left out the room in which he was to testify before the US House committee investigating the
Jan. 6 Capitol riot. The Capitol building has 600 rooms and the subpoena didn’t specify which one,
Navarro’s lawyer John Rowley said at a hearing Thursday in federal court in Washington. He added that
the panel later changed the site of the deposition to a different building altogether. [Continue Reading]

Courier (Waterloo-Cedar Falls, IA): Man injured in 2020 gunfight sentenced on gun charges, Jeff
Reinitz, August 11, 2022, 9:00 PM

A man who was shot in the chest during a 2020 gunfight in Waterloo has been sentenced to prison on
weapons charges. Judge C.J. Williams sentenced Chad Edward Lee, 20, to up to eight years and four
months in federal prison during a Thursday hearing in U.S. District Court in Cedar Rapids. His prison time
will be followed by three years of supervised release. [Continue Reading]

Orlando Sentinel: Clermont cheerleading coach indicted for sexually assaulting minors he trained,
DOJ says, Amanda Rabines, August 11, 2022, 8:50 PM

The Clermont cheerleading coach who was arrested at his Winter Garden home for allegedly sexually
assaulting minors he trained is facing a possible life sentence after being indicted, according to the U.S.
Attorney’s Office of the Middle District of Florida. Vigiland D’Haiti, 40, has been charged with one count
of possessing images and videos of children being sexually exploited, one count of production of child
sexual abuse images and videos, and one count of enticement of a minor to engage in sexual activity.

[Continue Reading]

Baltimore Sun: After receiving time served in city, Baltimore arsonist sentenced in federal court
to 12 years for setting fire to ex-girlfriend’s home, Jessica Anderson, August 11, 2022, 6:18 PM

A Baltimore man who received a controversial sentence last year in the city for setting his ex-girlfriend’s
home on fire was sentenced Thursday to 12 years in federal prison. Luther Moody Trent, 22, pleaded
guilty in June to one count of malicious destruction in connection to a blaze at his ex-girlfriend’s house
where she and two others were inside. Trent admitted to pouring gasoline on her rowhouse at 1900
Linden Ave. on May 21, 2021, and lighting it. [Continue Reading]

Republican (Springfield, MA): Franklin Freddy Meave Vazquez sentenced to 19.5 years in prison
for killing crew mate with knife and hammer off coast of Massachusetts, Unattributed, August 11,
2022, 5:59 PM

A scalloping ship crewmember who attacked three co-workers, killing one, was sentenced in Boston
federal court Thursday to 19 and a half years in prison after being convicted of murder in the 2018
incident off the coast of Massachusetts, officials said. Franklin Freddy Meave Vazquez, 31, was
sentenced by U.S. District Court Judge Allison D. Burroughs to 235 months in prison followed by three
years of supervised release, the United States Attorney’s Office said. [Continue Reading] See also:
Boston.com

Tennessean (Nashville, TN): Former T.J. Martel Foundation VP Melissa Goodwin faces prison time
in embezzlement scheme, Molly Davis, August 11, 2022, 5:51 PM
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Melissa Goodwin was sentenced to four years in prison for embezzling more than $3.7 million from the
T.J. Martel Foundation for Cancer Research, U.S. Attorney Mark H. Wildasin announced Thursday.
Goodwin worked as the executive vice president and general manager of the foundation. She was
charged with wire fraud earlier this year and pleaded guilty to devising and operating a scheme to
defraud the foundation. [Continue Reading]

Columbian (Vancouver, WA): Vancouver man pleads guilty to federal charge of mail fraud, Becca
Robbins, August 11, 2022, 5:15 PM

A Vancouver man pleaded guilty Thursday to a federal charge of mail fraud in connection with a Ponzi
scheme that defrauded 32 investors of $4.3 million. Charles Richard Burgess, 66, is scheduled to be
sentenced Nov. 4 in U.S. District Court in Tacoma. He faces a potential maximum sentence of 20 years
in prison and a $250,000 fine. The charging information, filed Aug. 4, states that between 1995 and April
2021, Burgess sold investments in an unregistered investment vehicle that he called “the pool.” [Continue

Reading]

Providence Journal: U.S. Attorney: Pawtucket man videotaped kidnapping of man believed to be
police informant, Jack Perry, August 11, 2022, 4:45 PM

On Wednesday, a Pawtucket man pleaded guilty to drug and gun charges and admitted his role in the
violent kidnapping of a man he and others mistakenly believed had been cooperating with police, law-
enforcement officials in Massachusetts announced. Anthony Basilici, 39, pleaded guilty in U.S. District
Court to one count of conspiracy to distribute and to possess with intent to distribute 100 grams or more
of heroin, one count of possession and discharge of a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking crime,
one count of conspiracy to commit kidnapping and one count of conspiracy to obstruct justice by
retaliating against a witness, victim or informant, according to the U.S. Attorney's Office in
Massachusetts. [Continue Reading]

Baltimore Sun: Pasadena man, 21, pleads guilty to federal child pornography charge, Dan Belson,
August 11, 2022, 4:37 PM

A 21-year-old man pleaded guilty Thursday in U.S. District Court to a child pornography possession
charge, admitting that he used file sharing services to collect and distribute images of sexual abuse. The
charges against Raymond Martin Shamer |lI, of Pasadena, stem from a Department of Homeland
Security investigation into the former Massachusetts Maritime Academy student’s social media accounts,
which authorities said he used to upload and share child pornography files. [Continue Reading]

Birmingham News (Birmingham, AL): Bessemer kingpin sentenced to life in federal prison for
leading multi-million-dollar drug enterprise, Carol Robinson, August 11, 2022, 11:05 AM

A Bessemer man convicted under the federal drug “Kingpin” statute has been sentenced to life in prison.
Rolando Antuain Williamson, aka “Baldhead” and “Ball Head,” was found guilty in April.. [Continue

Reading]

KEPR-CBS (Pasco, WA): Kennewick drug trafficker sentenced to ten years in federal prison,
Sasha Terry, August 11, 2022, 10:00 PM

On August 11th, the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Washington, Vannessa R. Waldref
announced that 30-year-old Aurelio James Gonzalez of Kennewick has been sentenced in federal court
in Spokane for two counts of Distribution of Methamphetamine. Chief United States District Judge
Stanley A. Bastian sentenced Gonzales to a total of 120 months in federal prison and ordered Gonzales
to serve a five-year term of supervised release. [Continue Reading]

WKRN-ABC (Nashville, TN): ‘Horrendous’: Former Fort Campbell soldier, wife sentenced for child
pornography crimes, Stephanie Langston, August 11, 2022, 9:39 PM

Disturbing, unthinkable images shared between a former Fort Campbell soldier and his wife landed the
couple in federal prison. On Wednesday, Kara Adkins was sentenced to more than 20 years and Robert
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Adkins was sentenced to 10 years for child pornography crimes. Robert Adkins was an automated
logistical specialist. He was a staff sergeant and served approximately 16 years. [Continue Reading]

See also: WTVC-ABC (Chattanooga, TN), WSMV-NBC (Nashville, TN), WTVFE-CBS (Nashville, TN)

KGBT-CBS (Harlingen, TX): Penitas Mayor pleaded guilty to fraud, Alejandra Yanez, August 11,
2022, 8:31 PM

The mayor of Penitas pleaded guilty to fraud in connection with the La Joya Independent School District,
a release states. Rodrigo Lopez, 38 of Penitas, admitted that in 2018 he aided and abetted the La Joya
ISD athletic director in committing fraud against the district. [Continue Reading] See also: KRGV-ABC
(Weslaco, TX)

KIRO-CBS (Seattle, WA): Des Moines identity thief indicted for bank fraud on the run; stole more
than $100K over 3 years, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 8:12 PM

A 48-year-old Des Moines woman is being sought by law enforcement after escaping from federal
agents when they tried to arrest her Thursday morning, U.S. Attorney Nick Brown’s office announced.
Jennifer Suazo, also known as Jennifer Esperanza, was indicted by a grand jury for five counts of bank
fraud and two counts of aggravated identity theft. [Continue Reading]

WRIC-ABC (Petersburg, VA): Man sentenced for threatening public officials in Norfolk, Dina
Weinstein, August 11, 2022, 8:09 PM

A New York man was sentenced today to more than nine years in federal prison for mailing threatening
letters to a federal law enforcement officer with the Naval Criminal Investigative Service and to a federal
prosecutor, according to a release from the U.S. Department of Justice. In 2021, 29-year-old Brock
Beeman sent multiple threatening letters from prison to government employees associated with a
separate criminal prosecution of Beeman in Norfolk. [Continue Reading]

WKYC-NBC (Cleveland, OH): Las Vegas man charged for running Ponzi scheme that bilked
Northern Ohioans, others out of a combined $8.5 million, Justin McMullen, August 11, 2022, 5:37
PM

A Las Vegas sports bettor was charged with 12 counts of wire fraud and one count of mail fraud for
running what the U.S. Department of Justice called a Ponzi scheme that defrauded approximately 72
victims, including many in Northern Ohio, out of more than $8.5 million. Matthew J. Turnipseede, 49,
allegedly promised investors in four of his companies double-digit returns, telling them that their money
would generate profits through "sophisticated sports wagers" made with the help of an algorithm, the
U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Ohio's office said in a release announcing the charges.

[Continue Reading]

WKYC-NBC (Cleveland, OH): Parma man charged with helping set fire to parking booth during
2020 riots in Downtown Cleveland, Tyler Carey, August 11, 2022, 5:27 PM

A Parma man is facing federal charges for his alleged role in the infamous Downtown Cleveland riots
from more than two years ago. Seth Calig, 49, is accused of helping a group set fire to a parking booth
back on May 30, 2020. Specifically, the Department of Justice alleges Calig used a lighter to ignite a roll
of paper towels before placing the flaming object inside the structure on West 3rd Street, while others

looked on. [Continue Reading]
[l
/1;,/WJUBF-ABC (Augusta, GA): Georgia man sentenced after threatening to blow up New
York IRS office, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 4:53 PM
A Georgia man has been sentenced in federal court after admitting to his threats to blow up an IRS
office in New York. According to the Southern District of Georgia U.S. Attorney’s office, Benjamin

Stasko, 34, of St. Simons Island, posted a comment on a federal agency’s website on July 6th, 2020,
alleging that a pipe bomb had been planted as a threat towards the IRS in the Ted Weiss Federal
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Building in New York, New York. [Continue Reading] See also: WTGS (Hardeeville, SC)

WHTM-ABC (Harrisburg, PA): Harrisburg man charged with unlicensed dealing in firearms:
attorney, Avery Van Etten, August 11, 2022, 3:54 PM

The United States Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Pennsylvania announced that a Harrisburg
man was indicted Wednesday on allegations that he purchased guns for other people and engaged in
unlicensed dealing in firearms. Johvaughan Young, 23, allegedly purchased 13 handguns between June
30, 2020, and Sept. 14, 2021, that he said for were himself when they actually were not, according to a
release from United States Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Pennsylvania. [Continue Reading]

CIVIL RIGHTS

AP: Monday hearing set for 2 ex-cops in George Floyd’s killing, STEVE KARNOWSKI, August 11,
2022, 3:00 PM

A judge scheduled a hearing for Monday on the “status of plea negotiations” for the two remaining
officers awaiting trial on state charges in the killing of George Floyd, with the hearing coming after the
judge’s window for accepting any deal appears to have closed. Hennepin County Judge Peter Cahill said
in previous orders that he would not accept plea agreements unless they came within a 15-day window
after former Officers Tou Thao and J. Alexander Kueng were sentenced in federal court on separate civil
rights charges. Those sentences came down July 27. His orders did not specify business days or
calendar days. [Continue Reading]

ABC: Dallas salon shooting suspect indicted on hate crime charge for allegedly shooting 3
Korean women, Amanda Su, August 11, 2022, 4:39 PM

A man accused of shooting three Asian American women at a Dallas hair salon in May was indicted
Tuesday on multiple counts, including committing a hate crime and aggravated assault, the Dallas County
District Attorney's Office announced. Jeremy Smith, 37, is charged with seven counts of aggravated
assault, each with a hate-crime enhancement and punishable by five years to life in prison. He was
arrested by Dallas police on May 16 and remains in the county jail with bail set at $700,000. [...] Texas
federal prosecutors, the FBI and the U.S. Department of Justice's civil rights division partnered for a
federal hate crime investigation into Smith. [Continue Reading]

Courthouse News: Texas governor must turn over Dropbox files in redistricting case, Stephen
Paulsen, August 11, 2022, 6:00 PM

A federal judge has ordered Texas Governor Greg Abbott to turn over documents in an ongoing dispute
over proposed election maps in Texas — including documents stored online through a Dropbox link. In a
lawsuit that started last year, the League of United Latin American Citizens and other civil rights groups
allege that new Texas congressional maps "unlawfully dilute the voting strength of Latinos." With around
4 million new residents in the 2020 census, Texas is the only state set to gain two new congressional

seats. [Continue Reading]

CIVIL LAW

WSJ: Judge Declares Mistrial in Flint Water Crisis Civil Case, Tatal Ansari, August 11, 2022, 8:53
PM

A judge declared a mistrial Thursday after jurors were unable to reach a verdict in a case involving
companies that had been hired to help Flint, Mich., fix its water system—but were alleged to have
instead contributed to the city’s lead-tainted water crisis. Multiple Flint residents had sued Veolia North
America and Texas-based Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam Inc., an engineering consulting firm also
known as LAN, accusing them of being partially responsible for the water crisis that began in 2014. The
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civil case, which involved just a few plaintiffs, was seen as a bellwether for possible further litigation,

according to legal experts. [Continue Reading] See also: Booth Newspapers (Grand Rapids, Ml,
Law360

Law360: 9th Circ. Allows Sex Assault Suit Against Former General, Daniel Wilson, August 11, 2022,
7:33 PM

The Ninth Circuit on Thursday affirmed that a former Army colonel could pursue sexual assault
allegations against the Pentagon's recently retired second-highest-ranking officer, Gen. John Hyten,
saying the colonel's claims could not be considered incident to military service. [Continue Reading]

Bloomberg Law: Pharmacy, Owner Agree to Pay $4.1 Million to Resolve Liability, Unattributed,
August 11, 2022, 3:35 PM

Philadelphia-based Spivack Inc.—previously operating under the name Verree Pharmacy—and owner-
pharmacist Mitchell Spivack have agreed to pay more than $4.1 million to resolve forfeiture claims as
well as their civil liability under the Controlled Substances Act and False Claims Act, the Department of
Justice announced Thursday. [Continue Reading]

Bloomberg Law: Federal Medical Injury Lawsuit Jeopardized by Washington Law, Mary Anne
Pazanowski, August 11, 2022, 2:57 PM

Washington’s drop-dead date for filing medical malpractice lawsduits likely bars a Navy spouse’s suit
against the federal government because it's substantive and doesn’t conflict with federal law, the Ninth
Circuit said Thursday. The Federal Tort Claims Act doesn't supplant Washington’s statute of repose,
which puts an outside limit of eight years, running from the date of the occurrence, on filing medical
malpractice claims, the US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit said. The limit applies even if a patient
hasn't discovered an injury and its cause, the court said. [Continue Reading]

Springfield News-Leader. Indoor thermostat company connected to Preferred Family Healthcare
to pay $1M, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 1:59 PM

After Preferred Family Healthcare paid more than $8 million in April, a Springfield company affiliated with
the nonprofit is paying $1 million as part of a non-prosecution agreement, according to a Department of
Justice press release. Pro 1 1AQ, Inc., is a Missouri corporation with operations in Springfield and
Boulder, Colorado, that designs and sells indoor thermostats nationwide. The corporation signed an
agreement that admitted former executive officers engaged in a conspiracy to embezzle funds from
Preferred Family Healthcare, Inc. from 2008 to November 2017. [Continue Reading] See also: KY3

(Springfield, MO)

NJ Metro Breaking News: Middlesex County Company Admits Undervaluing Merchandise to Avoid
Paying U.S. Customs Duties, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 12:58 PM

A Middlesex County company has entered into a settlement agreement with the United States to resolve
allegations that it made false statements to avoid paying customs duties, U.S. Attorney Philip R.
Sellinger announced today. According to the admissions and contentions of the United States in the
settlement agreement: Eos Energy Storage LLC (Eos) is a publicly-traded company headquartered in
Edison that designs and sells industrial batteries to power companies and other commercial enterprises.

[Continue Reading] See also: Patch (Edison-Metuchen, NJ)

IMMIGRATION & BORDER SECURITY

Reuters: Immigration judge could be replaced over 'stupid’' comment, court says, Daniel Wiessner,
August 11, 2022, 1:19 PM

A U.S. appeals court on Thursday said a federal immigration board must reconsider disqualifying a judge
from a deportation case after she called a Nicaraguan man's claim that he is not fluent in Spanish
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"stupid" and "laughable." A unanimous three-judge panel of the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said the
U.S. Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) applied too high of a bar in finding that the judge's comment did
not violate the due process rights of Rodolfo Tinoco Acevedo, a legal permanent resident. [Continue
Reading] See also: Law360

USA Today: 'Make my day': Texas Gov. Abbott challenges NYC Mayor Adams over migrant
busing dispute, Natalie Neysa Alund, August 11, 2022, 7:03 PM

Texas Governor Greg Abbott is firing back at New York City Mayor Eric Adams after he threatened to
send bus loads of New Yorkers to Texas to campaign against Abbott's re-election bid. "I kind of feel like
Clint Eastwood. Go ahead, Mayor. Make my day," Abbott publicly declared Wednesday. The dueling
politicians have gone back and forth since the Lone Star State began busing migrants from the Texas-
Mexico border to the Big Apple on Aug. 5. [Continue Reading]

Law360: Trump-Era DHS Chief's Immigration Bond Rule Fails In Court, Rae Varona, August 11,
2022, 6:58 PM

Another Trump-era immigration policy promulgated by former acting Homeland Security Secretary Chad
Wolf fell by the wayside, after a California federal judge vacated administrative hurdles imposed on
surety companies that wish to challenge the government's determinations that noncitizens have breached
their bond conditions. [Continue Reading]

Washington Times: Biden administration abolishes ICE labor union, Stephen Dinan, August 11,
2022, 2:00 PM

The Biden administration delivered a death sentence Thursday to the labor organization that represents
thousands of employees at U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The Federal Labor Relations
Authority’s decision erases the National ICE Council and leaves its 7,600 members, mostly deportation
officers, without a collective bargaining agreement or union representation, members said. [Continue

Reading]

ANTITRUST

Reuters: U.S. consumer watchdog considers crackdown on collection of consumer information,
David Shepardson, August 11, 2022, 9:00 AM

The U.S. consumer watchdog agency said on Thursday that it will consider rules to better protect
Americans' privacy and crack down on businesses that collect far-reaching personal information without
consumers' full understanding. The U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) issued a notice that it is
considering writing rules to address lax data security and commercial surveillance, which is the "business
of collecting, analyzing, and profiting from information about people." [Continue Reading] See also: AP,
Bloomberg, Bloomberg-2, Bloomberg Law, CNN, Guardian

Law360: UnitedHealth, Change Turn Trial Gaze To Horizontal Overlap, Bryan Koenig, August 12,
2022, 12:03 AM

UnitedHealth Group and Change Healthcare countered Justice Department allegations that their
proposed merger threatens direct competition in the claims processing sector by arguing at the D.C.
federal court that their plan to divest an insurance claims technology business addresses the DOJ's

concerns. [Continue Reading]

Law360: Author, Agents Say Advances Only Part Of Puzzle, Matthew Perlman, August 11, 2022,
10:27 PM

A nonfiction author and several agents told a D.C. federal judge on Thursday that there's more to
negotiating a book deal than landing the largest possible advance, while throwing cold water on the
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government's fears over the merger of Penguin Random House and Simon & Schuster. [Continue
Reading]

Financial Times: A looming test for tech antitrust battles, Richard Waters, August 11, 2022, 1:00
PM

The idea that your robot vacuum cleaner could suck up data about your home and send it back to
Amazon might strike some people as creepy. If that happened, would Alexa start suggesting you buy a
new rug when the old one wears out, or recommend a better way to arrange your furniture? Whether
this would also be a threat to competition in the nascent home automation market, however, is an
altogether different question. Separating those two issues has become of critical importance as
regulators in the US break new ground in antitrust enforcement, with data very much at the center.
[Continue Reading]

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

Reuters: FBI Director: Attacks on FBI integrity erode respect for rule of law, Costas Pitas, August
11, 2022, 6:45 PM

Attacks on the FBI's integrity erode respect for the rule of law, its director said on Thursday after an
armed man tried to breach its building in Ohio and following criticism from some Republicans over a raid
on Donald Trump's Florida home. "Unfounded attacks on the integrity of the FBI erode respect for the
rule of law and are a grave disservice to the men and women who sacrifice so much to protect others,"
Christopher Wray said in a statement. [Continue Reading]

USA Today: OnlyFans model charged for fatally stabbing her boyfriend 'without justification' in
April, Jordan Mendoza, August 11, 2022, 6:45 PM

An OnlyFans and social media model was arrested in Hawaii on Wednesday and is being charged in the
April death of her boyfriend, whom she admitted to police she stabbed. [...] The Hawaii County Police
Department said she was arrested on the big island of Hawaii on Wednesday, with the assistance of the
U.S. Marshals Service. Authorities used an [sic] warrant issued by Miami-Dade County, Florida.
[Continue Reading]

LAT: Car crash in Wyoming leads to huge meth bust at Santa Clara warehouse, Summer Lin,
August 11, 2022, 4:35 PM

A car crash in Wyoming last month led federal agents across state lines to a Santa Clara warehouse
believed to be used as a methamphetamine cooking and conversion site. The U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration raided a Santa Clara warehouse on Aug. 3, in the 600 block of Martin Avenue, where they
found a laboratory believed to be an “active methamphetamine conversion site,” according to court
filings. [Continue Reading]

CNN: Cause of Indiana house explosion that killed 3 and damaged 39 homes still undetermined,
authorities say, Claudia Dominguez and Michelle Watson, August 11, 2022, 9:19 PM

The cause of the Evansville, Indiana, house explosion that left three dead and damaged at least 39
homes is still undetermined, Evansville Fire Chief Michael Connelly said Thursday evening. [...] Search
and rescue teams will be allowed back into the area once utilities are secured and the ATF determines
its part of the investigation is over, Connelly said. [Continue Reading]

CNN: ‘We have a problem?’: New ATF director takes agency’s reins as country confronts a rise in
violent crime, Devan Cole, Josh Campbell and Anna-Maja Rappard, August 11, 2022, 4:53 PM

The new director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives took the agency's helm
last month at a time when gun violence and extremism are on the rise, putting him among a handful of
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top federal officials tasked with preventing and responding to high-profile incidents of violent crime
rocking the nation. "I think the first thing we need to do is to be honest about the fact that we have a
problem," Steve Dettelbach, the ATF's first Senate-approved leader in seven years, told CNN in an
interview this week. "I will tell you, it's gotten more bold, more brazen and more violent." [Continue

Reading]

CRIMINAL JUSTICE/CORRECTIONS

East Bay Times: U.S. Department of Justice reverses course, won’t seek execution of alleged
Sureio accused of three murders, Nate Gartrell, August 11, 2022, 10:47 PM

More than two years after indicating they would seek death against an alleged Bay Area gang member
charged with murdering three people, federal prosecutors have reversed course, filing court papers that
say execution is no longer on the table. In December 2019, the U.S. Department of Justice indicated that
Michael “Gallo” Rebolledo, 33, would be the lone defendant to face a potential death sentence out of 10
alleged Surefio gang members charged with a total of seven murder counts and several other shootings.
In a court document reversing the decision, filed July 12, prosecutors didn’t state the reason death is no

longer being sought. [Continue Reading]

US SUPREME COURT

WSJ: Supreme Court Denies Coinbase’s Request to Block Customer Lawsuits, Vicky Ge Huang,
August 11, 2022, 10:00 AM

The U.S. Supreme Court has denied cryptocurrency exchange Coinbase Global’s request for emergency
intervention in two lawstits filed by angry customers. Earlier this month, Coinbase asked the court to
block a pair of lawsuits and send the cases to arbitration. Federal judges in California had refused the
company’s demand for the disputes to be heard in arbitration. Coinbase wrote in the filings that the
company would suffer “irreparable harm” if the Supreme Court allowed the lawsuits to proceed.

[Continue Reading]

Fox: Supreme Court to hear case that could end 40 years of race-based affirmative action in
university admissions, Haley Chi-Sing, August 11, 2022, 11:30 AM

The U.S. Supreme Court announced it would hear one of two cases on Oct. 31 that could dismantle the
40-year precedent of race-based affirmative action in university admissions, with universities now urging
the court to preserve the decision despite some expert opinion to the contrary. Students for Fair
Admissions Inc. (SFFA) v. President & Fellows of Harvard College is one of two cases to come before
the Supreme Court urging it to eliminate race as an admissions factor and, as a result, overturn the
precedent case, Grutter v. Bollinger. [Continue Reading]

SCOTUSblog: Cherry-picked history: Reva Siegel on “living originalism” in Dobbs, Angie Gou,
August 11, 2022, 4:57 PM

“Dobbs is the product of originalism,” Reva Siegel, professor of law at Yale University, said last month.
Few legal scholars would disagree. But for Siegel, the more interesting question is what originalism
means in practice — and how it led to the elimination of the constitutional right to obtain an abortion.
Siegel explored those issues during the 18th Robert H. Jackson Lecture, an annual event featuring
Supreme Court experts hosted by the Chautauqua Institution. This year’s lecture occurred on July 11 and
was recently posted online. [Continue Reading]
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ADMINISTRATION

The Hill: Biden’s new challenge is FBI's Trump search, Morgan Chalfant and Amie Parnes, August
12, 2022, 6:00 AM

The White House has a new messaging challenge on its hands: Donald Trump. President Biden, wary of
appearing to influence the ongoing Justice Department investigation into the former president, doesn't
want to talk about the FBI search earlier this week at Mar-a-Lago. [Continue Reading]

MSNBC, Morning Joe: [VIDEO] White House Not Directing DOJ Investigation In ‘Any way,' Says
Adviser, Joe Scarborough, August 11, 2022, 10:00 AM

White House Senior Adviser Anita Dunn discusses the July inflation numbers, the FBI's search of Mar-a-
Lago and why she says the White House is not directing the DOJ's investigation into Trump in any way.
Dunn also discusses President Biden's signing of the PACT Act for veterans. [Watch]

Washington Examiner: Biden tries to tread carefully after FBI searches Trump's home, Naomi Lim,
August 11, 2022, 11:00 PM

President Joe Biden's relationship with the Justice Department has become more complicated after the
FBI enforced a search warrant at former President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago home and office in
Florida. With presidential son Hunter Biden under scrutiny by federal law enforcement officials, the White
House has from the start aimed to keep a healthy distance from the Justice Department, headed by
Attorney General Merrick Garland. The situation grew thornier after the FBI's Aug. 9 search of Trump's
Palm Beach estate. [Continue Reading]

CONGRESS

Insider: Republicans may have shot themselves in the foot by hammering the DOJ to release the
Mar-a-Lago search warrant, Camila DeChalus, Sonam Sheth, August 11, 2022, 8:37 PM

Former President Donald Trump's allies have spent this week clamoring for the Justice Department to
release details from its search warrant for Mar-a-Lago and other supporting documentation. Now, it
looks like they might get what they asked for. Attorney General Merrick Garland announced Thursday at
a news conference that the Justice Department has filed a motion to unseal portions of the warrant
following Trump's "public confirmation of the search." [Continue Reading]

NETWORK EVENING NEWS LINEUP: AUGUST 11, 2022

ABC: World News Tonight with David Muir
CBS: Evening News with Margaret Brennan
NBC: Nightly News with Lester Holt

e The Department of Justice has asked a federal court to unseal the search warrant the FBI used to
search the Florida home of former President Donald Trump. Attorney General Merrick Garland
said he personally approved the decision to seek a search warrant in the case. [ABC, CBS, NBC]

¢ Police say a heavily armed man in Ohio attempted to breach an FBI field office this morning,
leading to a shootout. The attack comes after the FBI's search at Mar-a-Lago prompted anti-law
enforcement rhetoric and calls for violence. [ABC, CBS, NBC]

e The average price for a gallon of regular gas has dipped below $4 for the first time in five months.
The relief stems from an increase in global oil supply and a decrease in fuel demand. [ABC, CBS,
NBC]
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e The CDC has updated its COVID guidance to loosen a number of its health recommendations.
[ABC, CBS, NBC]

o Firefighters in France are battling raging wildfires near Bordeaux, fueled by one of Europe’s worst
droughts in centuries during a historic heatwave that has killed thousands. [ABC, CBS]

e The cause of the Evansville, Indiana, house explosion that left three dead and damaged at least 39
homes is still undetermined, Evansville Fire Chief Michael Connelly said Thursday evening. [ABC,
NBC]

¢ Heavy fighting is again raging around Europe's largest nuclear plant, with Russia and Ukraine
accusing each other of shelling the facility. [ABC, NBC]

e Nearly one year after the US withdrawal from Kabul, lan Pannell reports from Afghanistan with
more on what’s changed in the country now that the Taliban is firmly in control. [ABC]

¢ A non-profit farm outside Kansas City is growing more than just crops in its field, it's also showing
how boys can grow into responsible men by teaching them the importance of teamwork and the
great outdoors. [CBS]

¢ When someone comes into a hospital and alleges abuse, forensic nurses traditionally look for signs
of bruising with the naked eye. However, because pigment in darker skin is closer to the skin’s
surface than the bruise, they may see nothing. [NBC]
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From: (b) (6)

Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] Morning Digest

To: Berger, Christine (OAG); Sanchez, Giovanni (OAG); (X)) (OAG); Davidson, Marcia A. (OAG);
Figures, Shomari (OAG)

Sent: August 12, 2022 8:06 AM (UTC-04:00)

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: DOJ Digests <doj-digests@rendon.com>

Date: August 12, 2022 at 6:51:25 AM EDT

To: DoJ-Digests3 Rendon <DOJdesk@rendon.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Morning Digest

Reply-To: Rendon DOJ Alert Desk <dojdesk@rendon.com>

Department of Justice
Morning News Digest
August 12, 2022
7:00 AM EST

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1.

US Department of Justice News

National Security

Mar-a-Lago Search

Criminal Law

Civil Rights

Civil Law

Immigration & Border Security
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Administration

18.
Congress

19.
Network Evening News Lineup

20.
Morning Headlines

WASHINGTON & DOJ SCHEDULE: AUGUST 12, 2022

DOJ

No scheduled events.
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AP: Garland asks court to unseal warrant for Mar-a-Lago search, Eric Tucker And Michael
Balsamo, August 11, 2022, 4:38 PM

The Justice Department is asking a federal court to unseal the warrant the FBI used to search the
Mar-a-Lago estate of former President Donald Trump, Attorney General Merrick Garland said
Thursday, acknowledging extraordinary public interest in the case about classified records. The
request is striking because such documents traditionally remain sealed during a pending
investigation. But the Justice Department appeared to recognize that its silence since the search
had created a vacuum for bitter verbal attacks by Trump and his allies, and that the public was
entitled to the FBI’s side about what prompted Monday’s action at the former president’s home.
[Continue Reading] See also: ABC, Axios, BBC, Bloomberg, CBS, CNN, CNN-2, The Epoch
MSNBC-2, NBC, NPR, NY Daily News, NY Post, NYT, Politico, USA Today, USA Today-2,
WaPo, Washington Examiner, WSJ

NYT: Garland Calls Trump’s Bluff as Justice Department Moves to Unseal Warrant,
Charlie Savage, August 11, 2022, 10:00 PM

Attorney General Merrick B. Garland on Thursday called former President Donald J. Trump’s
bluff. Ever since the F.B.l. executed a search warrant at Mr. Trump’s Florida residence on
Monday, Mr. Trump and his supporters have been portraying the search as baseless and

politically motivated. [Continue Reading]

NYT: Here are the main takeaways from Garland’s statement on the Mar-a-Lago search,
Glenn Thrush , August 11, 2022, 7:00 PM

All week, former President Donald J. Trump’s allies pressed Attorney General Merrick B. Garland
to explain the basis for the search warrant federal agents had executed at Mr. Trump’s Mar-a-
Lago residence  and he refused to break the silence he wears like his unwrinkled, federal blue
suit. On Thursday, Mr. Garland finally responded, summoning the news media to a seventh-floor
briefing room at the headquarters of the Justice Department to offer a public rationale. The new
information he provided was extremely limited, and largely dependent on whether Mr. Trump’s
lawyers choose to block the release of the warrant and other documents sealed by a federal

judge. [Continue Reading]

WaPo: [OPINION] Garland has a political duty to explain the circus perpetrated at Mar-a-
Lago, George F. Will, August 11, 2022, 6:39 PM

After his 2016 Supreme Court nomination, Merrick Garland, according to the New York Times,
assured senators that he did not have “a political bone” in his body. That seems to be true,
unfortunately. His current job as attorney general inescapably involves making judgments that are
inherently political. They involve exercising discretion about when to wield government power, and

for what ends. [Continue Reading]

WaPo: [OPINION] Merrick Garland’s surprise announcement calls the Trump-GOP bluff,
Paul Waldman and Greg Sargent, August 11, 2022, 6:12 PM

Since Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort was searched by FBI agents, Republicans have
relentlessly attacked the bureau, the Justice Department and Attorney General Merrick Garland
for conducting a supposed political vendetta. Unfortunately, too often the press has allowed their
baseless accusations to pollute this story, so a bizarre inversion of reality has been given nearly
equal weight with known facts. [Continue Reading]
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WaPo: [OPINION] Garland is no gambler. My bet is he’s acting on more than a hunch,
Michael Gerson, August 11, 2022, 2:56 PM

The FBI’s search of Mar-a-Lago has created a logical tension at the center of American political
life. An attorney general known for prudence and the restoration of norms has acted in bold and
unprecedented fashion. If the FBI has been used as an instrument of political harassment  as
some Republican leaders allege, without evidence  then former judge Merrick Garland has
become Mr. Hyde. Or, in the typically restrained Republican translation, a Nazi. [Continue

Reading] See also: Esquire, HuffPo, New Republic

ABC: Garland puts pressure back on Trump as GOP targets Justice: The Note, Rick
Klein, Averi Harper, and Alisa Wiersema, August 12, 2022, 6:06 AM

For those inclined to think Attorney General Merrick Garland is playing chess to counter former
President Donald Trump’s checkers, consider how much easier it is to win at checkers. Consider
as well the extraordinary challenge Garland threw back to Trump and not just with the decision
his legal team now faces Friday about whether to stand in the way of public release of the search
warrant and list of items seized at Mar-a-Lago on Monday. [Continue Reading]

Fox: [OPINION] FBI weaponized by Biden Justice Department in campaign against
Trump, Michael R. Pompeo, August 12, 2022, 5:00 AM

On Monday night, Federal Bureau of Investigation officials raided former President Donald
Trump’s residence at Mar-a-Lago after following through on a search warrant. In so doing, a
federal government agency undertook the most severe and egregious action against a former
president in the history of our country. This raid goes far beyond an alleged need to recover
documents and return them to the National Archives. [Continue Reading]

Fox: Trump lawyer slams Merrick Garland's press conference on the FBI raid on Mar-a-
Lago: 'Pathetic presser’, Unattributed, August 12, 2022, 12:31 AM

Attorney for former President Donald Trump Christina Bobb reacted to Attorney General Merrick
Garland's press conference on the FBI's raid of Trump's Mar-a-Lago home on "The Ingraham
Angle." CHRISTINA BOBB: This is what the Democrats do. They don't have any good reason for
doing what they did. The pathetic presser that Merrick Garland held for three minutes was
insufficient, so they had to create fear. Normally, they should come out with exactly what
happened, and why, and explain themselves and if it was a good reason, they would have solid
ground. They are not on solid ground. [Continue Reading]

Fox: [OPINION] Merrick Garland wouldn't recommend approval for AG search warrant
for Unabomber's cabin: Former FBI official, Joshua Comins, August 11, 2022, 11:05 PM
Former FBI deputy assistant director of counterterrorism Terry Turchie said Attorney General
Merrick Garland wouldn't recommend approval for a search warrant for the Unabomber's cabin on
Thursday's "Jesse Watters Primetime." "I've never said this publicly, but I'll just tell you right now
because it just sickens me to watch and listen to Merrick Garland, because Merrick Garland was
in charge of the prosecution at DOJ of the Unabomber," Turchie said. "And | have to tell you
something: He would not recommend to the AG that our search warrant to get into Theodore
Kaczynski's cabin be approved." [Continue Reading]

NBC: DOJ bets its future on how it handles the search of Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort,
Ryan J. Reilly, August 11, 2022, 10:11 PM
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In approving the unprecedented search of former President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort,
Justice Department leaders have bet the house on their handling of an investigation that will have
sweeping implications for the future of both federal law enforcement and American democracy.
Monday's hourslong search of Trump's Florida resort in connection with an investigation into
classified documents that Trump is alleged to have kept on the property will reverberate in
American politics for the foreseeable future. [Continue Reading]

MSNBC, The Last Word: [VIDEOQ] ‘Merrick Garland Has Outsmarted Donald Trump At
Every Turn’, Lawrence O'Donnell, August 11, 2022, 10:00 PM

MSNBC’s Lawrence O’Donnell explains how Attorney General Garland “has handled the most
important week of his life flawlessly” and says “Donald Trump has no idea what to say now with
Merrick Garland closing in on him.” [Watch]

ABC: Congressional Republicans call Garland's remarks on Mar-a-Lago search
insufficient, Tal Axelrod, August 11, 2022, 6:10 PM

Congressional Republicans were quick to pan Merrick Garland's Thursday remarks on the FBI
search of Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago -- calling the attorney general's comments insufficient and
insisting the Justice Department release more information behind the unprecedented raid even
as Garland said he wants the search warrant unsealed. But GOP lawmakers said the Justice
Department's motion to unseal parts of the warrant would not cut it, demanding that more
information behind the search's genesis was needed given the gravity of the operation at a former
president's home. [Continue Reading] See also: Fox

MSNBC: [VIDEOQO] Garland praised for ‘speaking up’ as DOJ moves to make FBI Mar-a-
Lago search details public, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 11:00 PM

Donald Trump could reveal the details of the FBI Mar-a-Lago search right now, but he has not,
leaving the dangling question of, "why?" Now, the Department of Justice is moving to make that
information public. We also bring you fresh reporting on a subpoena from this past spring
concerning sensitive documents the FBI believed Trump was still improperly holding. Dr. Jason
Johnson in for Joy Reid and our panel of experts analyze this developing story on The ReidOut
on MSNBC. [Watch]

NPR, Up First: [AUDIO] Mar-a-Lago Warrant, FBI Office Attacked, New CDC COVID
Guidance, August 12, 2022, 5:52 AM

Attorney General Merrick Garland has requested that the Mar-a-Lago search warrant be made
public (1:16). Violent rhetoric from the GOP fueled an attack on the Cincinnati FBI office (5:47).
The CDC relaxes COVID-19 guidance signaling a new phase of the pandemic (9:38). [Listen]

Politico: [OPINION] Why it took so long for Merrick Garland to go public, Myah Ward,
August 11, 2022, 7:59 PM

Merrick Garland has broken his silence. In a five-minute afternoon presser, the attorney general
revealed that he personally approved of the decision to execute the search warrant at Mar-a-Lago
on Monday, and announced the Department of Justice’s decision to unseal portions of the
warrant. The move comes after three days of wall-to-wall media coverage and a massive outcry
from Republicans who have demanded more information about the search and why it was
necessary. [Continue Reading]

Newsday: [EDITORIAL] Garland's position makes plain sense, Editorial Board, August 11,
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2022, 7:42 PM

U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland’s terse but strong statement on Thursday regarding the
search of former President Donald Trump’s estate in Florida brought a brief and timely glimpse of
light to a muddled situation created by the former commander-in-chief himself. Yes, Garland
approved the warrant for federal agents to search Mar-a-Lago. No, the former federal appeals
court judge did not take this measure involving a former president lightly. And he made it clear
that he won'’t abide by “unfounded attacks” on the FBI and Justice Department. [Continue

Reading]

Politico: Merrick Garland calls Trump’s bluff, Kyle Cheney and Meridith McGraw, August 11,
2022, 7:11 PM

Donald Trump and his allies spent days pounding the Justice Department for executing a search
warrant at the former president’'s Mar-a-Lago estate, whipping supporters into a frenzy and
exploiting DOJ’s characteristic secrecy by telling their own versions of events. Some even
developed a rallying cry as they attacked the department: Release the warrant! [Continue

Reading]

Washington Times: Judicial group launches ads claiming Democrats endanger Supreme
Court justices, Alex Swoyer, August 11, 2022, 10:00 AM

A conservative judicial group launched a $10 million ad campaign this week claiming that
Democrats are endangering Supreme Court justices, and is targeting Attorney General Merrick
Garland in its first ad. Judicial Crisis Network's first cable and digital ad will launch Thursday in the
Washington, D.C., market. It claims that Mr. Garland cowered to a "woke mob” by refusing to
enforce federal laws against protesting in front of a justice’s home as an attempt to obstruct

justice. [Continue Reading]

NATIONAL SECURITY

Reuters: Ex-cop sentenced to more than 7 years in prison for role in storming U.S.
Capitol, Sarah N. Lynch, August 11, 2022, 4:53 PM

A former Virginia police sergeant who joined Donald Trump's supporters in storming the Capitol
onJan. 6, 2021, was sentenced to seven years and three months in prison on Thursday, a
Justice Department spokesperson said. A jury in April convicted Thomas Robertson, a former
police sergeant for the town of Rocky Mount, Virginia, of six criminal charges, including
obstructing an official proceeding and obstruction of justice. [Continue Reading] See also: Al

WJLA-ABC (Washington, DC), WSLS-NBC (Roanoke, VA)

Bloomberg: [OPINION] Bolton Plot Should Be a Warning on Iran Nuclear Talks, Bobby
Ghosh, August 11, 2022, 8:27 PM
The Iranian regime has a long, dishonorable history of assassination plots against dissidents and
detractors abroad, but commissioning a hit against a former US national security adviser
represents a raising of the bar in brazenness. The revelation that a member of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps attempted to have John Bolton murdered  on American soll, at that
should serve as a sobering reminder for President Joe Biden of Tehran’'s depravity as he
contemplates making a deal that will both enrich and embolden those behind the plot. [Continue
Reading] See also: MSNBC, Politico
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WSJ: Man Who Brandished Rifle at Cincinnati FBI Office Killed in Standoff, Ben Kesling
and Sadie Gurman, August 11, 2022, 6:41 PM

A man armed with a rifle tried to break into the security screening area of the FBI’'s Cincinnati field
office before fleeing the scene and being killed in a gunbattle with police, officials said. The man
attempted to breach the screening area at the office Thursday morning, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation said. His entry set off an alarm, and armed agents responded. He first fired a nail
gun at law enforcement, then brandished an AR-15-style rifle before fleeing in a Ford Crown
Victoria, according to law enforcement officials. He was reportedly wearing body armor. [Continue

Post, NYT, Politico, Reuters, USA Today, WaPo, Washington Examiner

WTGS (Hardeeville, SC): Iraqi man sentenced to federal prison for attempting to smuggle
guns through Savannah: DOJ, Parker Fluke, August 11, 2022, 4:00 PM

An Iragi national has been sentenced to federal prison after being convicted of attempting to
smuggle guns through the Port of Savannah, according to a release from the US Dept. of Justice.
U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Georgia David Estes said Nihad Al Jaberi, 43, of
Clarkston, received a sentence of 94 months in prison. His charges included smuggling, failure to
notify a common carrier and submitting false or misleading export information. [Continue Reading]

CNN: Detailed accusations of Secret Service impeding Jan 6 investigation were
scrapped from report to Congress, Whitney Wild and Zachary Cohen, August 11, 2022, 7:00
PM

A memo detailing how federal investigators believed the Secret Service was impeding them from
obtaining key information about the agency's response to January 6, 2021, was significantly
altered to remove reference to nearly all those efforts before a final report was presented to
lawmakers in June. The memo's original language contained detailed descriptions from the
Department of Homeland Security Inspector General's office of the multiple ways the Secret
Service stalled the watchdog's investigation into the agency's actions before and during the
Capitol riot, including erasing text messages from that day. [Continue Reading] See also: Fox,
Politico

MAR-A-LAGO SEARCH

AP: Trump calls for ‘immediate’ release of Mar-a-Lago warrant, Eric Tucker and Michael
Balsamo, August 12, 2022, 12:20 AM

Former President Donald Trump called late Thursday for the “immediate” release of the federal
warrant the FBI used to search his Florida estate, hours after the Justice Department had asked a
court to unseal the warrant, with Attorney General Merrick Garland citing the “substantial public
interest in this matter.” In messages posted on his Truth Social platform, Trump wrote, “Not only
will I not oppose the release of documents ... | am going a step further by ENCOURAGING the
immediate release of those documents.” He continued to assail the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago as
“unAmerican, unwarranted and unnecessary.” [Continue Reading] See also: ABC, Bloomberg,

Washington Examiner, WSJ

WaPo: The status of key investigations involving Donald Trump, Matt Zapotosky, Matthew
Brown, Shayna Jacobs, Devlin Barrett and Jacqueline Alemany, August 11, 2022, 5:00 PM
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Donald Trump is facing historic legal and legislative scrutiny for a former president, under
investigation by U.S. lawmakers, local district attorneys, a state attorney general and the Justice
Department. Authorities are looking into Trump and his family business for a medley of possible
wrongdoing, including his actions leading up to the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol and how
he valued his various assets for loan and tax purposes. The probes threaten Trump with criminal
or financial penalties, or plain old public embarrassment, as he remains a dominant presence in
his party and weighs a 2024 bid to return to the White House. Here’s a list of the key
investigations and where they stand. [Continue Reading]

WaPo: FBI searched Trump’s home to look for nuclear documents and other items,
sources say, Devlin Barrett, Josh Dawsey, Perry Stein and Shane Harris , August 11, 2022, 2:16
PM

Classified documents relating to nuclear weapons were among the items FBI agents sought in a
search of former president Donald Trump’s Florida residence on Monday, according to people
familiar with the investigation. Experts in classified information said the unusual search
underscores deep concern among government officials about the types of information they
thought could be located at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago Club and potentially in danger of falling into the
wrong hands. [Continue Reading] See also: CNN, CNN-2, Forbes, HuffPost, MSNBC,
Newsweek, Reuters, VOA, Washington Examiner, The Week, WXYZ-ABC (Detroit, Ml)

WaPo: How agents get warrants like the one used at Mar-a-Lago, and what they mean,
Perry Stein, August 11, 2022, 12:00 PM

FBI agents executed a search warrant at former president Donald Trump’s Florida home on
Monday, taking about a dozen boxes of material after opening a safe and entering a padlocked
storage area. Trump and his allies have denounced the search as unlawful and politically
motivated but provided no evidence to back that up and have refused to share a copy of the
warrant with the public. [Continue Reading]

The Hill: Media outlets file motion to unseal entirety of DOJ’s records to search Mar-a-
Lago, Jared Gans, August 11, 2022, 8:41 PM

A group of four major media companies filed a motion on Thursday to unseal all court documents
related to the search warrant that the FBI executed at former President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
property on Monday. The Washington Post, CNN, NBC News and E.W. Scripps Company filed
the motion in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida to ask for documents
pertaining to the search warrant, including the search warrants themselves, the warrant
application, “all probable cause affidavits filed in support of the search warrant” and any motion to
seal the “warrant-related records”, among other things. [Continue Reading]

Insider: Trump talked his way into DOJ requesting release of records from Mar-a-Lago
search, Sonam Sheth, C. Ryan Barber, August 11, 2022, 2:16 PM

The Justice Department on Thursday asked a federal judge to unseal the search warrant and
other records related to the raid of Mar-a-Lago, the South Florida home and members-only club
of former President Donald Trump. At a press conference, Attorney General Merrick Garland said
the Justice Department had taken the unusual step "in light of the former president's public
confirmation of the search, the surrounding circumstances, and the substantial public interest in
this matter." The attorney general also confirmed that he personally signed off on the pursuit of a
warrant to search Trump's home. [Continue Reading]
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CRIMINAL LAW

AP: Dad gets home detention for bribing Georgetown coach, Unattributed, August 11,
2022, 4:17 PM

A Pennsylvania man who pleaded guilty to bribing a Georgetown University tennis coach to get
his daughter into the school was sentenced Thursday to about a month in home detention. Robert
Repella, a former pharmaceutical executive, agreed to pay then-Georgetown tennis coach
Gordon Emnst at least $120,000 to have his daughter designated as a tennis recruit for the
Washington D.C. university, prosecutors said. [Continue Reading] See also: Daily Voice

(Hampden, MA), Law360,

Bloomberg: US Capitol’s ‘600 Rooms’ Spurred Subpoena Confusion, Ex-Trump Aide
Says in Jan. 6 Case, Sabrina Willmer, August 11, 2022, 11:14 AM

Former White House trade adviser Peter Navarro is arguing in his criminal contempt case that a
subpoena left out the room in which he was to testify before the US House committee
investigating the Jan. 6 Capitol riot. The Capitol building has 600 rooms and the subpoena didn’t
specify which one, Navarro’s lawyer John Rowley said at a hearing Thursday in federal court in
Washington. He added that the panel later changed the site of the deposition to a different

building altogether. [Continue Reading]

Tulsa World: Grove man pleads guilty to a 2019 Delaware County homicide, Ashley Jones,
August 11, 2022, 10:30 PM

One out of three family members charged with murdering a man and shooting a woman in
Delaware County has pleaded guilty to lesser charges. Cody Dwayne Buzzard, 28, pleaded guilty
to second-degree murder in Indian Country and to brandishing and discharging a firearm during a
crime of violence, according to a news release from the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Northern
District of Oklahoma. [Continue Reading]

Courier (Waterloo-Cedar Falls, IA): Man injured in 2020 gunfight sentenced on gun
charges, Jeff Reinitz, August 11, 2022, 9:00 PM

A man who was shot in the chest during a 2020 gunfight in Waterloo has been sentenced to
prison on weapons charges. Judge C.J. Williams sentenced Chad Edward Lee, 20, to up to eight
years and four months in federal prison during a Thursday hearing in U.S. District Court in Cedar
Rapids. His prison time will be followed by three years of supervised release. [Continue Reading]

Orlando Sentinel: Clermont cheerleading coach indicted for sexually assaulting minors
he trained, DOJ says, Amanda Rabines, August 11, 2022, 8:50 PM

The Clermont cheerleading coach who was arrested at his Winter Garden home for allegedly
sexually assaulting minors he trained is facing a possible life sentence after being indicted,
according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office of the Middle District of Florida. Vigiland D’Haiti, 40, has
been charged with one count of possessing images and videos of children being sexually
exploited, one count of production of child sexual abuse images and videos, and one count of
enticement of a minor to engage in sexual activity. [Continue Reading]

Baltimore Sun: After receiving time served in city, Baltimore arsonist sentenced in federal
court to 12 years for setting fire to ex-girlfriend’s home, Jessica Anderson, August 11,
2022,6:18 PM

A Baltimore man who received a controversial sentence last year in the city for setting his ex-
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girlfriend’s home on fire was sentenced Thursday to 12 years in federal prison. Luther Moody
Trent, 22, pleaded guilty in June to one count of malicious destruction in connection to a blaze at
his ex-girifriend’s house where she and two others were inside. Trent admitted to pouring
gasoline on her rowhouse at 1900 Linden Ave. on May 21, 2021, and lighting it. [Continue

Reading]

Republican (Springfield, MA): Franklin Freddy Meave Vazquez sentenced to 19.5 years in
prison for killing crew mate with knife and hammer off coast of Massachusetts,
Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 5:59 PM

A scalloping ship crewmember who attacked three co-workers, killing one, was sentenced in
Boston federal court Thursday to 19 and a half years in prison after being convicted of murder in
the 2018 incident off the coast of Massachusetts, officials said. Franklin Freddy Meave Vazquez,
31, was sentenced by U.S. District Court Judge Allison D. Burroughs to 235 months in prison
followed by three years of supervised release, the United States Attorney’s Office said. [Continue
Reading] See also: Boston.com

Tennessean (Nashville, TN): Former T.J. Martel Foundation VP Melissa Goodwin faces
prison time in embezzlement scheme, Molly Davis, August 11, 2022, 5:51 PM

Melissa Goodwin was sentenced to four years in prison for embezzling more than $3.7 million
from the T.J. Martel Foundation for Cancer Research, U.S. Attorney Mark H. Wildasin announced
Thursday. Goodwin worked as the executive vice president and general manager of the
foundation. She was charged with wire fraud earlier this year and pleaded guilty to devising and
operating a scheme to defraud the foundation. [Continue Reading]

Columbian (Vancouver, WA): Vancouver man pleads guilty to federal charge of mail fraud,
Becca Robbins, August 11, 2022, 5:15 PM

A Vancouver man pleaded guilty Thursday to a federal charge of mail fraud in connection with a
Ponzi scheme that defrauded 32 investors of $4.3 million. Charles Richard Burgess, 66, is
scheduled to be sentenced Nov. 4 in U.S. District Court in Tacoma. He faces a potential
maximum sentence of 20 years in prison and a $250,000 fine. The charging information, filed
Aug. 4, states that between 1995 and April 2021, Burgess sold investments in an unregistered
investment vehicle that he called “the pool.” [Continue Reading]

Republican (Springfield, MA): Connecticut man Syed I. Bokhari ordered to forfeit $2.1M,
sentenced to one year of probation for selling wholesale tobacco to Mass.
residents,Tom Matthews, August 11, 2022, 4:17 PM

A Connecticut man who sold wholesale tobacco over the internet to Massachusetts residents was
recently ordered to forfeit $2.1M for his role in tobacco trafficking, the U.S. Attorney’s office said.
Syed |. Bokhari, 57, was sentenced to one year of probation Thursday by U.S. District Court
Judge Mark G. Mastroianni in federal court in Springfield for violating the Prevent All Cigarette
Trafficking (PACT) Act. Prosecutors recommended a sentence of 18 months in prison, officials
said. He pleaded guilty on April 19. [Continue Reading] See also: WWLP-NBC/CW (Springfield,

MA)

Providence Joumnal: U.S. Attorney: Pawtucket man videotaped kidnapping of man
believed to be police informant, Jack Perry, August 11, 2022, 4:45 PM

On Wednesday, a Pawtucket man pleaded guilty to drug and gun charges and admitted his role in
the violent kidnapping of a man he and others mistakenly believed had been cooperating with
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police, law-enforcement officials in Massachusetts announced. Anthony Basilici, 39, pleaded
guilty in U.S. District Court to one count of conspiracy to distribute and to possess with intent to
distribute 100 grams or more of heroin, one count of possession and discharge of a firearm in
furtherance of a drug trafficking crime, one count of conspiracy to commit kidnapping and one
count of conspiracy to obstruct justice by retaliating against a witness, victim or informant,
according to the U.S. Attorney's Office in Massachusetts. [Continue Reading]

Baltimore Sun: Pasadena man, 21, pleads guilty to federal child pornography charge, Dan
Belson, August 11, 2022, 4:37 PM

A 21-year-old man pleaded guilty Thursday in U.S. District Court to a child pornography
possession charge, admitting that he used file sharing services to collect and distribute images of
sexual abuse. The charges against Raymond Martin Shamer |1, of Pasadena, stem from a
Department of Homeland Security investigation into the former Massachusetts Maritime Academy
student’s social media accounts, which authorities said he used to upload and share child
pornography files. [Continue Reading]

NJ Metro Breaking News: Brooklyn Man Charged for Fraudulently Entering New Jersey
Laboratory, Destroying, Stealing Equipment, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 3:44 PM

A Brooklyn, New York man was arrested today for allegedly entering a laboratory business on
false pretenses and destroying and stealing that business’ equipment, U.S. Attorney Philip R.
Sellinger announced. According to U.S. Attorney Sellinger, Eric Leykin, 31, of Brooklyn, New
York, is charged by complaint with wire fraud and accessing a protected computer without
authorization and recklessly causing damage [Continue Reading]

NJ Metro Breaking News: Bergen County Man Charged with Distributing Heroin,
Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 3:33 PM

A Bergen County man was charged with conspiring to possess with intent to distribute heroin,
U.S. Attorney Philip R. Sellinger announced today. According to U.S. Attorney Sellinger, Esmelby
Estevez-Castillo, 35, of Ridgefield Park, was arraigned on August 10, 2022, and pleaded not

guilty. [Continue Reading] See also: Patch (Mahwah, NJ)

NJ Metro Breaking News: Camden County Man Sentenced to Five Years for Deploying
Homemade Explosive at Local Fitness Center, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 2:10 PM

A Camden County man was sentenced to five years in prison for setting off a homemade bomb
at a fitness center, U.S. Attorney Philip Sellinger announced today. According to U.S. Attorney
Sellinger, Dwayne Vandergrift, 40, of Gloucester City, previously pleaded guilty to an information
charging him with malicious use of explosive materials. [Continue Reading] See also: New_
Jersey Advance Media, Patch (Gloucester Township, NJ

NJ Metro Breaking News: Newark Men Among Four Charged with Distributing Fentanyl,
Money Laundering in the Ironbound Section, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 1:48 PM

Four New Jersey men were charged for their alleged roles in drug trafficking and money
laundering conspiracies, U.S. Attorney Philip R. Sellinger announced today. Federal officials said
Mr. William Panzera, 49, of North Haledon, Mr. Thomas Padovano, 48, and Mr. Bartholomew
Padovano, 71, both of Newark; and Sean Tighe, 46, of Kearny, New Jersey, are each charged in
a second superseding indictment with one count of drug trafficking conspiracy and one count of
international promotional money laundering conspiracy. [Continue Reading] See also: Patch
(Newark, NJ), WRIC-ABC (Richmond, VA)
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Birmingham News (Birmingham, AL): Bessemer kingpin sentenced to life in federal prison
for leading multi-million-dollar drug enterprise, Carol Robinson, August 11, 2022, 11:05 AM
A Bessemer man convicted under the federal drug “Kingpin” statute has been sentenced to life in
prison. Rolando Antuain Williamson, aka “Baldhead” and “Ball Head,” was found guilty in April..

[Continue Reading]

KEPR-CBS (Pasco, WA): Kennewick drug trafficker sentenced to ten years in federal
prison, Sasha Terry, August 11, 2022, 10:00 PM

On August 11th, the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Washington, Vannessa R.
Waldref announced that 30-year-old Aurelio James Gonzalez of Kennewick has been sentenced
in federal court in Spokane for two counts of Distribution of Methamphetamine. Chief United
States District Judge Stanley A. Bastian sentenced Gonzales to a total of 120 months in federal
prison and ordered Gonzales to serve a five-year term of supervised release. [Continue

Reading]

WKRN-ABC (Nashville, TN): ‘Horrendous’: Former Fort Campbell soldier, wife sentenced
for child pornography crimes, Stephanie Langston, August 11, 2022, 9:39 PM

Disturbing, unthinkable images shared between a former Fort Campbell soldier and his wife
landed the couple in federal prison. On Wednesday, Kara Adkins was sentenced to more than 20
years and Robert Adkins was sentenced to 10 years for child pornography crimes. Robert Adkins
was an automated logistical specialist. He was a staff sergeant and served approximately 16

years. [Continue Reading] See also: WTVC-ABC (Chattanooga, TN), WSMV-NBC (Nashville,
TN), WTVE-CBS (Nashville, TN)

KGBT-CBS (Harlingen, TX): Penitas Mayor pleaded guilty to fraud, Alejandra Yanez, August
11,2022, 8:31 PM

The mayor of Penitas pleaded guilty to fraud in connection with the La Joya Independent School
District, a release states. Rodrigo Lopez, 38 of Penitas, admitted that in 2018 he aided and
abetted the La Joya ISD athletic director in committing fraud against the district. [Continue
Reading] See also: KRGV-ABC (Weslaco, TX)

KIRO-CBS (Seattle, WA): Des Moines identity thief indicted for bank fraud on the run;
stole more than $100K over 3 years, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 8:12 PM

A 48-year-old Des Moines woman is being sought by law enforcement after escaping from
federal agents when they tried to arrest her Thursday morning, U.S. Attorney Nick Brown’s office
announced. Jennifer Suazo, also known as Jennifer Esperanza, was indicted by a grand jury for
five counts of bank fraud and two counts of aggravated identity theft. [Continue Reading]

WRIC-ABC (Petersburg, VA): Man sentenced for threatening public officials in Norfolk,
Dina Weinstein, August 11, 2022, 8:09 PM

A New York man was sentenced today to more than nine years in federal prison for mailing
threatening letters to a federal law enforcement officer with the Naval Criminal Investigative
Service and to a federal prosecutor, according to a release from the U.S. Department of Justice.
In 2021, 29-year-old Brock Beeman sent multiple threatening letters from prison to government
employees associated with a separate criminal prosecution of Beeman in Norfolk. [Continue

Reading]

Document ID: 0.7.499.57136 01715-02456



KNDU-NBC (Richland, WA): Federal jury indicts Toppenish woman on drug trafficking
charges, Karlee Van de Venter, August 11, 2022, 7:00 PM

A federal grand jury has charged Susen Ann Gorst, 34-year-old woman from Toppenish, with
possession of fentanyl with intent to distribute, possession of methamphetamine with intent to
distribute and possession of a firearm in furtherance of drug trafficking. Gorst was being
investigated for fentanyl dealing by the Yakama Nation Police Department and the Drug
Enforcement Administration. The agencies started surveilling the El Corral Motel after allegations
were made that Gorst sold fentanyl there, according to a criminal complaint from August 2021.

[Continue Reading]

KCPQ-Fox (Seattle, WA): Felon convicted of selling fentanyl in downtown Seattle,
Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 6:59 PM

A 31-year-old man was convicted Thursday for selling fentanyl pills in downtown Seattle. The
Seattle U.S. District Court convicted Kendall Alston of possession of fentanyl with intent to
distribute and possession of a firearm, and Alston also plead guilty to two counts of being a felon
in possession of a firearm, one of them in connection to a Jan. 2022 shoplifting arrest in

Bellevue. [Continue Reading]

KPTV-Fox (Portland, OR): Florida man convicted of sexually abusing an Oregon child,
Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 6:43 PM

A Federal jury in Portland found a Florida man guilty of sexually abusing an Oregon child and
sharing a video of the abuse online, according to the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District of
Oregon on Thursday. “In trials involving the sexual abuse of children, jurors are tasked with taking
in and reviewing a horrendous set of facts,” said Natalie Wight, U.S. Attorney for the District of
Oregon. “In this case, the young witness took the stand to tell the jury the details of what
happened in her own words. [Continue Reading]

WKYC-NBC (Cleveland, OH): Las Vegas man charged for running Ponzi scheme that
bilked Northern Ohioans, others out of a combined $8.5 million, Justin McMullen, August
11,2022, 5:37 PM

A Las Vegas sports bettor was charged with 12 counts of wire fraud and one count of mail fraud
for running what the U.S. Department of Justice called a Ponzi scheme that defrauded
approximately 72 victims, including many in Northern Ohio, out of more than $8.5 million. Matthew
J. Turnipseede, 49, allegedly promised investors in four of his companies double-digit returns,
telling them that their money would generate profits through "sophisticated sports wagers" made
with the help of an algorithm, the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Ohio's office said in a
release announcing the charges. [Continue Reading]

WKYC-NBC (Cleveland, OH): Parma man charged with helping set fire to parking booth
during 2020 riots in Downtown Cleveland, Tyler Carey, August 11, 2022, 5:27 PM

A Parma man is facing federal charges for his alleged role in the infamous Downtown Cleveland
riots from more than two years ago. Seth Calig, 49, is accused of helping a group set fire to a
parking booth back on May 30, 2020. Specifically, the Department of Justice alleges Calig used a
lighter to ignite a roll of paper towels before placing the flaming object inside the structure on
West 3rd Street, while others looked on. [Continue Reading]

KWCH-CBS (Wichita, KS): Greeley man convicted of defrauding VA for disability benefits,
Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 5:26 PM
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A federal jury on Thursday, Aug. 11, convicted a Kansas veteran for defrauding the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) out of disability benefits. A news release from the U.S.
Attorney’s Office said the jury convicted 53-year-old Bruce Hay, of Greeley, of wire fraud and
theft of government funds in charges related to the scheme. Court documents and evidence
presented at trial showed Hay “fraudulently misrepresented and exaggerated the extent of
symptoms related to a purported conversion disorder diagnosis to receive VA disability benefits
to which he was not entitled.” [Continue Reading] See also: KAKE-ABC (Wichita, KS), KCTV-

CBS (Kansas City, MO), WIBW-AM (Topeka, KS)

WKMG-CBS (Orlando, FL): Apopka man sentenced for 7-Eleven robbery, identity theft,
Anthony Talcott, August 11, 2022, 5:18 PM

A 31-year-old Apopka man was sentenced Thursday to seven years and six months in federal
prison in connection with a 7-Eleven robbery and identity theft, according to the U.S. Attorney’s
Office. Officials said Jarvis Jackson, 31, robbed a 7-Eleven store in Apopka in February 2021,
wearing a black ski mask and handing a clerk a note that read, “Give All Money Out Register and
$30 Scratch Offs enter roll. | Have a Gun.” [Continue Reading]

WUBF-ABC (Augusta, GA): Georgia man sentenced after threatening to blow up New York
IRS office, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 4:53 PM

A Georgia man has been sentenced in federal court after admitting to his threats to blow up an
IRS office in New York. According to the Southern District of Georgia U.S. Attorney’s office,
Benjamin Stasko, 34, of St. Simons Island, posted a comment on a federal agency’s website on
July 6th, 2020, alleging that a pipe bomb had been planted as a threat towards the IRS in the Ted
Weiss Federal Building in New York, New York. [Continue Reading] See also: WTGS

(Hardeeville, SC)

WIVT-ABC (Binghamton, NY): Man sentenced in scheme to sell info stolen from NYSDOL,
Sara Rizzo, August 11, 2022, 4:49 PM

A man has been sentenced for his role in a scheme to sell information illegally taken from the
New York State Department of Labor. The United States Department of Justice (DOJ) said Guy
Cuomo, also known as “John Monaco,” 54, of Fredrick, Maryland, was sentenced to 3 years and
9 months in prison. In November 2021, Cuomo was found guilty of computer fraud, misuse of a
social security number, aggravated identity theft, and related conspiracy charges. [Continue

Reading]

WDAF-Fox (Kansas City, MO): Lee’s Summit man sentenced for 4 bank robberies in 2
weeks, Heidi Schmidt, August 11, 2022, 4:34 PM

A Lee’s Summit man will spend 15-years in prison for robbing four banks. Joseph, P. Hall, 33,
pleaded guilty to two counts of bank robbery in January, He admitted stealing $7,025 from a
Raytown Bank of America branch on June 2, 2021. He also admitted he robbed Great Southern
Bank in Lee’s Summit the next day. [Continue Reading] See also: KCTV-CBS (Kansas City,

MO), KSHB-NBC (Kansas City, MO)

KOLO-ABC (Reno, NV): Nevada woman charged with falsifying records appears in court
Thursday, Kevin Sheridan, August 11, 2022, 4:22 PM

A Nevada woman charged with obstruction of justice by falsifying records will make her initial
court appearance in New Jersey on Thursday. Anna Kline is charged with one count of falsifying
records in a federal investigation. She was arrested on Wednesday. [Continue Reading]
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WEHT-ABC (Evansville, IN): Documents: Felon gets 18 months for escape from federal
custody, Jana Garrett, August 11, 2022, 4:17 PM

Glynn Petticord, 51, of Evansville, was sentenced to eighteen months in federal prison after
pleading guilty to escaping from federal custody. According to court documents, Petticord was
sentenced to 156 months in federal prison for being a felon in possession of a firearm.
Documents say towards the end of his sentence, Petticord was transferred to a residential reentry
center in Evansville. [Continue Reading]

WHTM-ABC (Harrisburg, PA): Harrisburg man charged with unlicensed dealing in
firearms: attorney, Avery Van Etten, August 11, 2022, 3:54 PM

The United States Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Pennsylvania announced that a
Harrisburg man was indicted Wednesday on allegations that he purchased guns for other people
and engaged in unlicensed dealing in firearms. Johvaughan Young, 23, allegedly purchased 13
handguns between June 30, 2020, and Sept. 14, 2021, that he said for were himself when they
actually were not, according to a release from United States Attorney’s Office for the Middle
District of Pennsylvania. [Continue Reading]

WHTM-ABC (Harrisburg, PA): York man indicted for assaulting post office coworkers,
James Wesser, August 11, 2022, 3:39 PM

The US Attorney’s office for the Middle District of Pennsylvania announced that a York man has
been indicted on assault charges. According to a release, 34-year-old Christopher Moody was
indicted on assault charges from an incident that occurred on Dec. 10, 2020, where Moody
assaulted two of his fellow postal employees causing bodily injury. [Continue Reading]

WOWK-CBS (Huntington, WV): Woman sentenced for passing bad checks at West Virginia
car dealerships, Bailey Brautigan, August 11, 2022, 2:02 PM

A woman was sentenced to one year in prison for a scheme to obtain vehicles from car
dealerships in Kentucky and West Virginia. In April, 51-year-old Mindy Turner admitted that she
passed a bad check at a car dealership in Louisville, Kentucky in June of 2021 so they could
obtain a 2020 Ford Explorer valued at around $53,000. Court documents say that the two then
transported the vehicle to West Virginia and tried to trade it in at a Charleston dealership for a
more expensive Ford F-150. [Continue Reading]

WKRN-ABC (Nashville, TN): Alex Friedmann pleads guilty to federal firearms charge,
Ethan lllers, August 11, 2022, 12:42 PM

A Nashville man has pleaded guilty to federal charges after he hid weapons in the Davidson
County Detention Center, vandalizing the jail in the process. The Department of Justice says 52-
year-old Alexander Friedmann pleaded guilty Thursday to charges of being a convicted felon in
possession of a firearm. [Continue Reading]

KMOV-CBS (St. Louis, MO): Man, 53, who terrorized local women on dating apps indicted
for cyberstalking, Nicole Sanders, August 11, 2022, 11:09 AM

A 53-year-old man accused of threatening and cyberstalking five people since 2021 has been
indicted by a grand jury Wednesday. According to the indictment, Robert Merkle allegedly
harassed four people in January and one person in October online. In 2017, he messaged two
women expressing desires for violent sexual fantasies. One of the victims met him at a Meet Up
group in the Central West End. Angela, who asked to remain anonymous, met him in August at
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Dressel’s. [Continue Reading]

CIVIL RIGHTS

AP: Monday hearing set for 2 ex-cops in George Floyd’s killing, STEVE KARNOWSKI,
August 11, 2022, 3:00 PM

A judge scheduled a hearing for Monday on the “status of plea negotiations” for the two remaining
officers awaiting trial on state charges in the killing of George Floyd, with the hearing coming after
the judge’s window for accepting any deal appears to have closed. Hennepin County Judge Peter
Canhill said in previous orders that he would not accept plea agreements unless they came within a
15-day window after former Officers Tou Thao and J. Alexander Kueng were sentenced in
federal court on separate civil rights charges. Those sentences came down July 27. His orders
did not specify business days or calendar days. [Continue Reading]

ABC: Dallas salon shooting suspect indicted on hate crime charge for allegedly shooting
3 Korean women, Amanda Su, August 11, 2022, 4:39 PM

A man accused of shooting three Asian American women at a Dallas hair salon in May was
indicted Tuesday on multiple counts, including committing a hate crime and aggravated assault,
the Dallas County District Attorney's Office announced. Jeremy Smith, 37, is charged with seven
counts of aggravated assault, each with a hate-crime enhancement and punishable by five years
to life in prison. He was arrested by Dallas police on May 16 and remains in the county jail with bail
set at $700,000. [...] Texas federal prosecutors, the FBI and the U.S. Department of Justice's
civil rights division partnered for a federal hate crime investigation into Smith. [Continue Reading]

Courthouse News: Texas governor must turn over Dropbox files in redistricting case,
Stephen Paulsen, August 11, 2022, 6:00 PM

A federal judge has ordered Texas Governor Greg Abbott to turn over documents in an ongoing
dispute over proposed election maps in Texas  including documents stored online through a
Dropbox link. In a lawsuit that started last year, the League of United Latin American Citizens and
other civil rights groups allege that new Texas congressional maps "unlawfully dilute the voting
strength of Latinos." With around 4 million new residents in the 2020 census, Texas is the only
state set to gain two new congressional seats. [Continue Reading]

CIVIL LAW

WSJ: Judge Declares Mistrial in Flint Water Crisis Civil Case, Tatal Ansari, August 11, 2022,
8:53 PM

A judge declared a mistrial Thursday after jurors were unable to reach a verdict in a case involving
companies that had been hired to help Flint, Mich., fix its water system but were alleged to have
instead contributed to the city’s lead-tainted water crisis. Multiple Flint residents had sued Veolia
North America and Texas-based Lockwood, Andrews & Newnam Inc., an engineering consulting
firm also known as LAN, accusing them of being partially responsible for the water crisis that
began in 2014. The civil case, which involved just a few plaintiffs, was seen as a bellwether for
possible further litigation, according to legal experts. [Continue Reading] See also: Booth

Newspapers (Grand Rapids, Ml, Law360

Law360: 9th Circ. Allows Sex Assault Suit Against Former General, Daniel Wilson, August
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11,2022, 7:33 PM

The Ninth Circuit on Thursday affirmed that a former Army colonel could pursue sexual assault
allegations against the Pentagon's recently retired second-highest-ranking officer, Gen. John
Hyten, saying the colonel's claims could not be considered incident to military service. [Continue

Reading]

Bloomberg Law: Pharmacy, Owner Agree to Pay $4.1 Million to Resolve Liability,
Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 3:35 PM

Philadelphia-based Spivack Inc. previously operating under the name Verree Pharmacy and
owner-pharmacist Mitchell Spivack have agreed to pay more than $4.1 million to resolve forfeiture
claims as well as their civil liability under the Controlled Substances Act and False Claims Act, the
Department of Justice announced Thursday. [Continue Reading]

Bloomberg Law: Federal Medical Injury Lawsuit Jeopardized by Washington Law, Mary
Anne Pazanowski, August 11, 2022, 2:57 PM

Washington’s drop-dead date for filing medical malpractice lawsuits likely bars a Navy spouse’s
suit against the federal government because it's substantive and doesn’t conflict with federal law,
the Ninth Circuit said Thursday. The Federal Tort Claims Act doesn’t supplant Washington’s
statute of repose, which puts an outside limit of eight years, running from the date of the
occurrence, on filing medical malpractice claims, the US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
said. The limit applies even if a patient hasn’t discovered an injury and its cause, the court said.

[Continue Reading]

Springfield News-Leader. Indoor thermostat company connected to Preferred Family
Healthcare to pay $1M, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 1:59 PM

After Preferred Family Healthcare paid more than $8 million in April, a Springfield company
affiliated with the nonprofit is paying $1 million as part of a non-prosecution agreement, according
to a Department of Justice press release. Pro 1 I1AQ, Inc., is a Missouri corporation with
operations in Springfield and Boulder, Colorado, that designs and sells indoor thermostats
nationwide. The corporation signed an agreement that admitted former executive officers
engaged in a conspiracy to embezzle funds from Preferred Family Healthcare, Inc. from 2008 to

November 2017. [Continue Reading] See also: KY3 (Springfield, MO)

NJ Metro Breaking News: Middlesex County Company Admits Undervaluing Merchandise
to Avoid Paying U.S. Customs Duties, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 12:58 PM

A Middlesex County company has entered into a settlement agreement with the United States to
resolve allegations that it made false statements to avoid paying customs duties, U.S. Attorney
Philip R. Sellinger announced today. According to the admissions and contentions of the United
States in the settlement agreement: Eos Energy Storage LLC (Eos) is a publicly-traded company
headquartered in Edison that designs and sells industrial batteries to power companies and other

commercial enterprises. [Continue Reading] See also: Patch (Edison-Metuchen, NJ)

IMMIGRATION & BORDER SECURITY

Reuters: Immigration judge could be replaced over 'stupid' comment, court says, Daniel

Wiessner, August 11, 2022, 1:19 PM

A U.S. appeals court on Thursday said a federal immigration board must reconsider disqualifying
ajudge from a deportation case after she called a Nicaraguan man's claim that he is not fluent in
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Spanish "stupid" and "laughable." A unanimous three-judge panel of the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals said the U.S. Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) applied too high of a bar in finding that
the judge's comment did not violate the due process rights of Rodolfo Tinoco Acevedo, a legal
permanent resident. [Continue Reading] See also: Law360

USA Today: 'Make my day': Texas Gov. Abbott challenges NYC Mayor Adams over
migrant busing dispute, Natalie Neysa Alund, August 11, 2022, 7:03 PM

Texas Governor Greg Abbott is firing back at New York City Mayor Eric Adams after he
threatened to send bus loads of New Yorkers to Texas to campaign against Abbott's re-election
bid. "I kind of feel like Clint Eastwood. Go ahead, Mayor. Make my day," Abbott publicly declared
Wednesday. The dueling politicians have gone back and forth since the Lone Star State began
busing migrants from the Texas-Mexico border to the Big Apple on Aug. 5. [Continue Reading]

Law360: Trump-Era DHS Chief's Immigration Bond Rule Fails In Court, Rae Varona,
August 11, 2022, 6:58 PM

Another Trump-era immigration policy promulgated by former acting Homeland Security
Secretary Chad Wolf fell by the wayside, after a California federal judge vacated administrative
hurdles imposed on surety companies that wish to challenge the government's determinations
that noncitizens have breached their bond conditions. [Continue Reading]

Washington Times: Biden administration abolishes ICE labor union, Stephen Dinan, August
11, 2022, 2:00 PM

The Biden administration delivered a death sentence Thursday to the labor organization that
represents thousands of employees at U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement. The Federal
Labor Relations Authority’s decision erases the National ICE Council and leaves its 7,600
members, mostly deportation officers, without a collective bargaining agreement or union
representation, members said. [Continue Reading]

City News Service: Fentanyl Trafficking on the Rise in San Diego County: Customs and
Border Protection, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 8:00 PM

Federal authorities said Thursday that fentanyl trafficking and drug seizures are on the rise in the
San Diego region, which they described as "an epicenter" of fentanyl trafficking into the United
States. Law enforcement in San Diego and Imperial counties seized 5,091 pounds of fentanyl
from October of 2021 to this June, which is around 60% of all fentanyl that has been seized at
ports of entry across the nation during that same time span, according to statistics released by
Border Patrol officials and U.S. Customs and Border Protection. [Continue Reading] See also:
KYMA-NBC (Yuma, AZ), Times of San Diego

Spectrum News: How New York state could help asylum seekers from the southern
border in NYC, Susan Arbetter, August 11, 2022, 6:45 PM

For the past two months, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has ordered asylum seekers and other
immigrants who have crossed the border into the U.S. to be bussed to more liberal states like
New York, which are struggling to find the capacity to house them. According to Murad Awawdeh,
executive director of the New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC), the asylum seekers arriving in
New York City have sometimes walked thousands of miles to the southern border to find safety
and economic opportunity. [Continue Reading]

Daily Voice (Alexandria, VA): Dulles Airport Officers Seize Over $95K In Unreported
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Currency From Travelers, AJ Goldbloom, August 11, 2022, 5:06 PM

Custom and Border Protection officers at Washington Dulles International Airport seized over
$95,000 from recent travelers, officials said. Airport officials stopped a couple headed to
Lebanon who surrendered over $29,000 in unauthorized currency on July 21, according to U.S.
Customs and Border Protection. [Continue Reading]

Daily Nonpareil (Council Bluffs, IA): ACLU sues for records in immigration raid in
Nebraska, Martha Stoddard, August 11, 2022, 3:00 PM

The American Civil Liberties Union of Nebraska has gone to federal court seeking the release of
information on the alleged mistreatment of workers rounded up during a 2018 immigration raid in
Nebraska. The group filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court Monday after getting no response to a
Freedom of Information Act request for more than two years. [Continue Reading]

Mitchell Daily Republic (Mitchell, SD): Border Patrol: Canadian man at center of South
Dakota Amber Alert entered U.S. illegally, drove through fence, Hunter Dunteman, August
11,2022, 12:31 PM

A Canadian man who was at the center of an Amber Alert in South Dakota entered the United
States illegally by driving through a fence on the border, federal agents said. Benjamin Moore, 50,
of Alberta, Canada, was arrested for possible illegal entry and kidnapping, according to a
statement shared by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP). [Continue Reading]

Patch (Nashua, NH): Nashua Murder Suspect Reportedly Being Held On Immigration
Detainer, Dan Shalin, August 11, 2022, 10:01 AM

The Nashua man charged with killing 34-year-old Julie Graichen last week is being held on an
immigration detainer by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), WMUR reported. Miguel
Ramirez, 25, was charged with one count of second-degree murder in the death of Graichen, who
was found stabbed to death in a Kinsley Street apartment on Friday. [Continue Reading]

WFXR-Fox (Roanoke, VA): Border Patrol held migrants longer than it should in El Paso,
OIG says, Julian Resendiz, August 11, 2022, 9:06 PM

A federal agency says it has complied with the first of four recommendations in an Office of the
Inspector General report stating it held hundreds of migrants in El Paso and New Mexico longer
than 72 hours. The OIG report released this week is based on surprise visits to seven El Paso
Sector facilities last October. The inspections revealed that the Border Patrol held 493 migrants
in custody “longer than specified in the applicable standards,” which generally limit detention to

72 hours.. [Continue Reading]

WMUR-ABC (Manchester, NH): Man found not guilty in New Hampshire motorcycle crash
trial now in ICE custody in Pennsylvania, KC Downey, August 11, 2022, 6:19 PM

News 9 Investigates has learned that a man found not guilty of causing a crash that killed seven
motorcyclists in New Hampshire in 2019 is in the custody of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officials in Pennsylvania. Volodymyr Zhukovskyy, 26, a citizen of Ukraine, is being
held at the Moshannon Valley ICE Processing Center in Philipsburg, Pennsylvania, according to
the government agency's detainee locator search tool. [Continue Reading]

ANTITRUST

Reuters: U.S. consumer watchdog considers crackdown on collection of consumer

Document ID: 0.7.499.57136 01715-02463



information, David Shepardson, August 11, 2022, 9:00 AM

The U.S. consumer watchdog agency said on Thursday that it will consider rules to better protect
Americans' privacy and crack down on businesses that collect far-reaching personal information
without consumers' full understanding. The U.S. Federal Trade Commission (FTC) issued a
notice that it is considering writing rules to address lax data security and commercial surveillance,
which is the "business of collecting, analyzing, and profiting from information about people."

[Continue Reading] See also: AP, Bloomberg, Bloomberg-2, Bloomberg Law, CNN, Guardian

Law360: UnitedHealth, Change Turn Trial Gaze To Horizontal Overlap, Bryan Koenig,
August 12, 2022, 12:03 AM

UnitedHealth Group and Change Healthcare countered Justice Department allegations that their
proposed merger threatens direct competition in the claims processing sector by arguing at the
D.C. federal court that their plan to divest an insurance claims technology business addresses the
DOJ's concerns. [Continue Reading]

PYMNTS: FTC Sends $9.7M in Fee Refunds to LendingClub Customers, Unattributed,
August 11, 2022, 11:30 PM

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is sending over $9.7 million in payments to 61,990
customers who the FTC said were charged hidden fees from LendingClub, an FTC press
release said. The FTC sued LendingClub in 2018 over the allegations that the company falsely
promised loan applicants that they’d get a specific amount without hidden fees. The company, the
FTC charged, had deducted hundreds or even thousands of dollars in hidden up-front fees from
the loans. [Continue Reading]

Law360: Author, Agents Say Advances Only Part Of Puzzle, Matthew Perlman, August 11,
2022, 10:27 PM

A nonfiction author and several agents told a D.C. federal judge on Thursday that there's more to
negotiating a book deal than landing the largest possible advance, while throwing cold water on
the government's fears over the merger of Penguin Random House and Simon & Schuster.

[Continue Reading]

Financial Times: A looming test for tech antitrust battles, Richard Waters, August 11, 2022,
1:00 PM

The idea that your robot vacuum cleaner could suck up data about your home and send it back to
Amazon might strike some people as creepy. If that happened, would Alexa start suggesting you
buy a new rug when the old one wears out, or recommend a better way to arrange your furniture?
Whether this would also be a threat to competition in the nascent home automation market,
however, is an altogether different question. Separating those two issues has become of critical
importance as regulators in the US break new ground in antitrust enforcement, with data very
much at the center. [Continue Reading]

ENVIRONMENT

AP: US launches process to set Idaho mercury pollution standards, Keith Ridler, August
11, 2022, 9:00 PM

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is developing proposed aquatic life water quality
standards for mercury pollution in Idaho that could have statewide ramifications. The agency on
Wednesday made public a proposed remedy resulting from a federal court’s 2021 ruling in a
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lawsuit by the Portland, Oregon-based Northwest Environmental Advocates and the Boise, Idaho-
based Idaho Conservation League. [Continue Reading]

AP: Ruling clouds future of southeast Alaska king salmon fishery, Gene Johsnson, August
11,2022, 2:00 PM

A federal court ruling this week has thrown into doubt the future of a valuable commercial king
salmon fishery in Southeast Alaska, after a conservation group challenged the government’s
approval of the harvest as a threat to protected fish and the endangered killer whales that eat
them. The ruling, issued Monday by U.S. District Judge Richard Jones in Seattle, said NOAA
Fisheries violated the Endangered Species Act and other environmental law when it approved the

troll fishery. [Continue Reading]

Law360: Investors Get Second Chance At Cabot Pollution Suit, Jessica Corso, August 11,
2022, 10:18 PM

A Texas federal judge on Wednesday trimmed securities fraud allegations against Cabot Oil &
Gas Corp., saying that investors could bring claims the company hid problems with its
Pennsylvania fracking operations, leading to criminal charges and allegedly to a stock price drop.

[Continue Reading]

Law360: NM Judge Trims Navajo Farmers' Claims In Gold King MDL, Andrew Westney,
August 11, 2022, 8:36 PM

A New Mexico federal judge on Thursday cut some claims and preserved others brought by
Navajo farmers and ranchers against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and an EPA
contractor for noneconomic damages from the 2015 Gold King Mine spill. [Continue Reading]

Law360: Enviro Groups Say Feds Delaying Protecting Prairie Chicken, Juan Carlos
Rodriguez, August 11, 2022, 6:12 PM

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has failed to meet a deadline to protect populations of the
lesser prairie chicken under the Endangered Species Act, and now faces a lawsuit from green

groups over the delay. [Continue Reading]

Bloomberg Law: EPA Contemplates Cumulative Impact Guidance for Civil Rights, Stephen
Lee, August 11, 2022, 3:26 PM

The EPA is developing a framework to guide how it will consider cumulative impacts as a
possible civil rights violation, an agency official said Thursday. Low-income people of color have
voiced concerns about cumulative effects of agency decisions because many of their
communities have been home to multiple, overlapping pollution sources for decades. [Continue

Reading]

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

Reuters: FBI Director: Attacks on FBI integrity erode respect for rule of law, Costas Pitas,
August 11, 2022, 6:45 PM

Attacks on the FBI's integrity erode respect for the rule of law, its director said on Thursday after
an armed man tried to breach its building in Ohio and following criticism from some Republicans
over a raid on Donald Trump's Florida home. "Unfounded attacks on the integrity of the FBI erode
respect for the rule of law and are a grave disservice to the men and women who sacrifice so
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much to protect others," Christopher Wray said in a statement. [Continue Reading]

USA Today: OnlyFans model charged for fatally stabbing her boyfriend 'without
justification' in April, Jordan Mendoza, August 11, 2022, 6:45 PM

An OnlyFans and social media model was arrested in Hawaii on Wednesday and is being
charged in the April death of her boyfriend, whom she admitted to police she stabbed. [...] The
Hawaii County Police Department said she was arrested on the big island of Hawaii on
Wednesday, with the assistance of the U.S. Marshals Service. Authorities used an [sic] warrant
issued by Miami-Dade County, Florida. [Continue Reading]

LAT: Car crash in Wyoming leads to huge meth bust at Santa Clara warehouse, Summer
Lin, August 11, 2022, 4:35 PM

A car crash in Wyoming last month led federal agents across state lines to a Santa Clara
warehouse believed to be used as a methamphetamine cooking and conversion site. The U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration raided a Santa Clara warehouse on Aug. 3, in the 600 block of
Martin Avenue, where they found a laboratory believed to be an “active methamphetamine
conversion site,” according to court filings. [Continue Reading]

CNN: Cause of Indiana house explosion that killed 3 and damaged 39 homes still
undetermined, authorities say, Claudia Dominguez and Michelle Watson, August 11, 2022,
9:19 PM

The cause of the Evansville, Indiana, house explosion that left three dead and damaged at least
39 homes is still undetermined, Evansville Fire Chief Michael Connelly said Thursday evening. [...]
Search and rescue teams will be allowed back into the area once utilities are secured and the
ATF determines its part of the investigation is over, Connelly said. [Continue Reading]

CNN: ‘We have a problem’: New ATF director takes agency’s reins as country confronts
arise in violent crime, Devan Cole, Josh Campbell and Anna-Maja Rappard, August 11, 2022,
4:53 PM

The new director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives took the agency's
helm last month at a time when gun violence and extremism are on the rise, putting him among a
handful of top federal officials tasked with preventing and responding to high-profile incidents of
violent crime rocking the nation. "I think the first thing we need to do is to be honest about the fact
that we have a problem," Steve Dettelbach, the ATF's first Senate-approved leader in seven
years, told CNN in an interview this week. "I will tell you, it's gotten more bold, more brazen and

more violent." [Continue Reading]

Patriot-News (Harrisburg, PA): Feds, police lacked probable cause to break in, search Pa.
home: lawsuit, John Beauge, August 11, 2022, 7:21 PM

A search of a Williamsport home that did not result in any charges has led to a federal lawsuit
against the FBI, U.S. Marshals, up to five unnamed city police officers and Agent Tyson Havens
of the Lycoming County Narcotics Enforcement Unit. The complaint filed Tuesday in U.S. Middle
District Court says officers broke into the home in the 900 block of Memorial Avenue on Aug. 19,
2020, without knocking or announcing their intention while the occupants were sleeping. Officers
stormed inside, made threats and pointed guns at people inside the home, including children,
according to the lawsuit. [Continue Reading]

Patriot-News (Harrisburg, PA): Fugitive arrested in Harrisburg after three-hour standoff,
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Becky Metrick, August 11, 2022, 4:54 PM

The U.S. Marshals Service Fugitive Task Force, Harrisburg police and other law enforcement
officials apprehended a man wanted on multiple felony warrants near 2nd and Forster streets, city
spokesman Matt Maisel said. Police closed 2nd Street at Forster on Thursday afternoon around
1:30, and Rahfeek Scott was detained around 4 p.m. in the 800 block of Green Street. [Continue

Reading]

WPTV-NBC (West Palm Beach, FL): 5 people arrested after drug bust in Okeechobee,
Monica Magalhaes, August 11, 2022, 11:18 PM

Five people were arrested Thursday after drugs were found inside a home in Okeechobee.
Officials said the Okeechobee County Sheriff's Office Narcotics Task Force, the Special
Response Team, and field agents from the DEA executed a search warrant in a home located at
2942 NW 35th Avenue. [Continue Reading] See also: WPEC-CBS (West Palm Beach, FL)

WAAY-ABC (Huntsville, AL): U.S. Marshals join search for suspect in Lincoln County
shooting that injured 2 children, 1 adult, Jessica Barnett, August 11, 2022, 9:00 PM

The search for a suspect who shot at a vehicle filled with people in Tennessee before possibly
fleeing to Alabama has now gotten the attention of the U.S. Marshals Service. Chief Deputy Joyce
McConnell of the Lincoln County (Tenn.) Sheriff's Office said U.S. Marshals were called to help
find 42-year-old Brodrick DeWayne Fearn. McConnell said Fearn has also been entered into the
National Crime Information Center database, allowing law enforcement agencies across the

country to help as well. [Continue Reading]

WOOD-TV (Grand Rapids, Ml): DEA brings Operation Engage to West Michigan, Kyle
Kuhns, August 11, 2022, 5:49 PM

On Thursday, agents with the Drug Enforcement Administration were in Grand Rapids to discuss
multiple efforts going on in West Michigan to regulate controlled substances in communities. One
of those efforts is through a program called Operation Engage. The initiative is meant to help
raise awareness on local drug threats to reduce substance misuse. It's also meant to help
connect the DEA with the communities they serve. [Continue Reading]

KGBT-CBS (Harlingen, TX): One of six suspects in aggravated kidnapping arrested,
Alejandra Yanez, August 11, 2022, 5:37 PM

One of three suspects wanted for an aggravated kidnapping case was arrested. As previously
reported by ValleyCentral, on Sunday, July 3, 2022, deputies responded to an aggravated
kidnapping at Avenida Katarina in Cameron Park, a release by the Cameron County Sheriff’'s
Office stated. [Continue Reading]

KVII-ABC (Amairillo, TX): 2 arrested after 14 pounds of cocaine found in spare tire during
traffic stop, Jamie Burch, August 11, 2022, 5:00 PM

Two people were arrested after a state trooper found 14 pounds of cocaine in the spare tire of a
car, according to authorities in Texas. The Texas Department of Public Safety said a state
trooper stopped a Hyundai Elantra around 10 a.m. EDT Tuesday on Interstate 40 in Conway for a
traffic violation. [Continue Reading]

WBBJ-ABC/CBS (Jackson, TN): FBI officials warn of cyber threats, sextortion of
Tennessee children, Conley Grayson Norris, August 11, 2022, 4:35 PM
Cyber threats and sextortion are global crimes emerging here in Tennessee. Officials with the
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FBI’s Memphis Field Office say children are spending a lot more time on the internet, which
makes them more susceptible to sextortion. They say they are being bombarded with complaints.

[Continue Reading]

WMSN-Fox (Madison, WI): US Marshals Service: Man who escaped custody at Milwaukee
airport in 2021 arrested in Ohio, Logan Reigstad, August 11, 2022, 4:00 PM

A 40-year-old man who escaped custody at Mitchell International Airport in late 2021 was
arrested in northern Ohio on Wednesday, the U.S. Marshals Service said Thursday. In a news
release, the agency said Robert Johnson, Jr., was arrested after leading law enforcement in
Toledo, Ohio, on a chase on Wednesday. [Continue Reading]

KDKA-CBS (Pittsburgh, PA): Police: Man found with blasting caps in carry-on at
Pittsburgh International Airport, Madeline Bartos , August 11, 2022, 2:47 PM

A man was arrested after police said TSA officers at the Pittsburgh International Airport found two
blasting caps in his carry-on bag. [...] Investigators said he was stopped just before 9 a.m.
Thursday at the main security checkpoint. County police were called, and both the FBI and ATF

were notified. [Continue Reading]

CRIMINAL JUSTICE/CORRECTIONS

East Bay Times: U.S. Department of Justice reverses course, won’t seek execution of
alleged Surefio accused of three murders, Nate Gartrell, August 11, 2022, 10:47 PM

More than two years after indicating they would seek death against an alleged Bay Area gang
member charged with murdering three people, federal prosecutors have reversed course, filing
court papers that say execution is no longer on the table. In December 2019, the U.S.
Department of Justice indicated that Michael “Gallo” Rebolledo, 33, would be the lone defendant
to face a potential death sentence out of 10 alleged Surefio gang members charged with a total
of seven murder counts and several other shootings. In a court document reversing the decision,
filed July 12, prosecutors didn’t state the reason death is no longer being sought. [Continue

Reading]

US SUPREME COURT

WSJ: Supreme Court Denies Coinbase’s Request to Block Customer Lawsuits, Vicky Ge
Huang, August 11, 2022, 10:00 AM

The U.S. Supreme Court has denied cryptocurrency exchange Coinbase Global's request for
emergency intervention in two lawsuits filed by angry customers. Earlier this month, Coinbase
asked the court to block a pair of lawsuits and send the cases to arbitration. Federal judges in
California had refused the company’s demand for the disputes to be heard in arbitration.
Coinbase wrote in the filings that the company would suffer “irreparable harm” if the Supreme
Court allowed the lawsuits to proceed. [Continue Reading]

Fox: Supreme Court to hear case that could end 40 years of race-based affirmative
action in university admissions, Haley Chi-Sing, August 11, 2022, 11:30 AM

The U.S. Supreme Court announced it would hear one of two cases on Oct. 31 that could
dismantle the 40-year precedent of race-based affirmative action in university admissions, with
universities now urging the court to preserve the decision despite some expert opinion to the
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contrary. Students for Fair Admissions Inc. (SFFA) v. President & Fellows of Harvard College is
one of two cases to come before the Supreme Court urging it to eliminate race as an admissions
factor and, as a result, overturn the precedent case, Grutter v. Bollinger. [Continue Reading]

SCOTUSbIog: Cherry-picked history: Reva Siegel on “living originalism” in Dobbs, Angie
Gou, August 11, 2022, 4:57 PM

“Dobbs is the product of originalism,” Reva Siegel, professor of law at Yale University, said last
month. Few legal scholars would disagree. But for Siegel, the more interesting question is what
originalism means in practice  and how it led to the elimination of the constitutional right to
obtain an abortion. Siegel explored those issues during the 18th Robert H. Jackson Lecture, an
annual event featuring Supreme Court experts hosted by the Chautauqua Institution. This year’s
lecture occurred on July 11 and was recently posted online. [Continue Reading]

JUDICIAL NOMINEES & APPOINTMENTS

Law360: Biden's 10th Circ. Pick Seen As Humble Yet Savvy Prosecutor, Hannah Albariza,
August 11, 2022, 9:41 PM

President Joe Biden has tapped for the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals a longtime federal
prosecutor who's respected across party lines for his humility and compassion  and, if
confirmed, would be the first person of color from Kansas to serve as a judge in that court.

[Continue Reading]

NATIVE AMERICAN AFFAIRS

AP: Archives to return Native American remains, burial objects, Kim Chandler, August 11,
2022, 8:00 PM

The remains of Native American people who once lived in Alabama were dug up a century ago
often by amateur archaeologists  and given to the state along with the jewelry, urns and other
objects buried with them. The Alabama Department of Archives and History announced this week
that it is beginning the process of returning the remains and funerary objects held in its collections
to tribes as required by federal law. The department also announced it had removed the funerary
objects from displays where the artifacts had sat for years, viewed by school groups and other

visitors. [Continue Reading]

Law360: Mich. Wins Chance To Tax Tribe's Members Off-Reservation, Sanjay Talwani,
August 11, 2022, 6:32 PM

A federal judge on Thursday amended an injunction that prevented Michigan from collecting use
tax from members of an American Indian tribe both inside and outside its tribal boundaries,
saying state law could allow apportionment for off-reservation taxation of tribal members.

[Continue Reading]

Law360: Gov't Agencies Team Up For Tribal Broadband Program, Isaac Monterose,
August 11, 2022, 5:21 PM

Two federal agencies have agreed to comply with a tribal broadband internet program's
requirements for cultural resources, historic preservation and environmental protection, which will
allow "high-speed internet service to be deployed quickly while also ensuring safeguards to
protect Native lands and interests." [Continue Reading]
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KOTA-ABC (Rapid City, SD): 5 people plead not guilty to murder of Pine Ridge teenager,
Jack Siebold, August 11, 2022, 4:38 PM

Five people pleaded not guilty to federal charges related to the murder of a juvenile female near
Rockyford on the Pine Ridge Reservation. Tyson White Plume, age 27, pleaded not guilty to
second degree murder and discharge of a firearm during a crime of violence. [Continue Reading]

MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION

Marijuana Moment: New York Will Start Accepting Marijuana Dispensary Applications In
Two Weeks—Exclusively From People Harmed By Drug War, Kyle Jaeger, August 11,
2022, 3:00 PM

New York marijuana regulators on Thursday announced that they will be officially begin accepting
applications for the state’s first adult-use retailer licenses, reserved for people impacted by the
drug war, starting on August 25. This comes about a month after the Cannabis Control Board
(CCB) approved the initial conditional adult-use licensing rules and accepted a mockup of the

application form. [Continue Reading]

WDAF-Fox (Kansas City, MO): Marijuana legalization in Missouri raises questions about
cannabis banking, Kevin Barry, August 11, 2022, 11:06 PM

Missouri’s recreational adult marijuana use ballot measure could expand the demand for
marijuana products by a lot if the pool of potential customers vastly expands. Estimates say more
than $60 billion are spend [sic] on legal marijuana products every year with future estimates
continuing to climb. [Continue Reading]

OPIOID CRISIS

Patch (San Francisco, CA): Judge Finds Walgreens Liable For Opioid Epidemic In San
Francisco, Jordan Mendoza, August 11, 2022, 11:39 PM

A federal court judge found Walgreens liable for contributing to the opioid epidemic in San
Francisco in a trial that concluded on Wednesday. The court ruled that Walgreens over-
dispensed opioids without proper due diligence and failed to identify, report, and halt suspicious
orders as required by law. [Continue Reading]

ADMINISTRATION

The Hill: Biden’s new challenge is FBI's Trump search, Morgan Chalfant and Amie Parnes,
August 12, 2022, 6:00 AM

The White House has a new messaging challenge on its hands: Donald Trump. President Biden,
wary of appearing to influence the ongoing Justice Department investigation into the former
president, doesn’t want to talk about the FBI search earlier this week at Mar-a-Lago. [Continue

Reading]

MSNBC, Moming Joe: [VIDEO] White House Not Directing DOJ Investigation In 'Any way,'
Says Adviser, Joe Scarborough, August 11, 2022, 10:00 AM
White House Senior Adviser Anita Dunn discusses the July inflation numbers, the FBI's search of
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Mar-a-Lago and why she says the White House is not directing the DOJ's investigation into Trump
in any way. Dunn also discusses President Biden's signing of the PACT Act for veterans. [Watch]

Washington Examiner: Biden tries to tread carefully after FBI searches Trump's home,
Naomi Lim, August 11, 2022, 11:00 PM

President Joe Biden's relationship with the Justice Department has become more complicated
after the FBI enforced a search warrant at former President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago home
and office in Florida. With presidential son Hunter Biden under scrutiny by federal law
enforcement officials, the White House has from the start aimed to keep a healthy distance from
the Justice Department, headed by Attorney General Merrick Garland. The situation grew thornier
after the FBI's Aug. 9 search of Trump's Palm Beach estate. [Continue Reading]

CONGRESS

Insider: Republicans may have shot themselves in the foot by hammering the DOJ to
release the Mar-a-Lago search warrant, Camila DeChalus, Sonam Sheth, August 11, 2022,
8:37 PM

Former President Donald Trump's allies have spent this week clamoring for the Justice
Department to release details from its search warrant for Mar-a-Lago and other supporting
documentation. Now, it looks like they might get what they asked for. Attorney General Merrick
Garland announced Thursday at a news conference that the Justice Department has filed a
motion to unseal portions of the warrant following Trump's "public confirmation of the search."

[Continue Reading]

NETWORK EVENING NEWS LINEUP: AUGUST 11, 2022

ABC: World News Tonight with David Muir
CBS: Evening News with Margaret Brennan
NBC: Nightly News with Lester Holt

[ ]
The Department of Justice has asked a federal court to unseal the search warrant the FBI
used to search the Florida home of former President Donald Trump. Attorney General
Merrick Garland said he personally approved the decision to seek a search warrant in the
case. [ABC, CBS, NBC]

Police say a heavily armed man in Ohio attempted to breach an FBI field office this
morning, leading to a shootout. The attack comes after the FBI’s search at Mar-a-Lago
prompted anti-law enforcement rhetoric and calls for violence. [ABC, CBS, NBC]

The average price for a gallon of regular gas has dipped below $4 for the first time in five
months. The relief stems from an increase in global oil supply and a decrease in fuel
demand. [ABC, CBS, NBC]
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The CDC has updated its COVID guidance to loosen a number of its health
recommendations. [ABC, CBS, NBC]

Firefighters in France are battling raging wildfires near Bordeaux, fueled by one of Europe’s
worst droughts in centuries during a historic heatwave that has killed thousands. [ABC, CBS]

The cause of the Evansville, Indiana, house explosion that left three dead and damaged at
least 39 homes is still undetermined, Evansville Fire Chief Michael Connelly said Thursday
evening. [ABC, NBC]

Heavy fighting is again raging around Europe's largest nuclear plant, with Russia and
Ukraine accusing each other of shelling the facility. [ABC, NBC]

Nearly one year after the US withdrawal from Kabul, lan Pannell reports from Afghanistan
with more on what’s changed in the country now that the Taliban is firmly in control. [ABC]

A non-profit farm outside Kansas City is growing more than just crops in its field, it's also
showing how boys can grow into responsible men by teaching them the importance of
teamwork and the great outdoors. [CBS]

When someone comes into a hospital and alleges abuse, forensic nurses traditionally look
for signs of bruising with the naked eye. However, because pigment in darker skin is closer
to the skin’s surface than the bruise, they may see nothing. [NBC]

MORNING HEADLINES

“Trump Won't Oppose Release of Search Warrant” [WSJ, NYT, WaPo, LAT]

“House Set to Pass Democrats’ Climate, Health and Tax Package” [WSJ, NYT, WaPo, LAT]

“With Western Funds Slow to Arrive, Ukraine Scrapes to Pay Its Soldiers” [WSJ, NYT]

“CDC loosens coronavirus guidance, signaling strategic shift’” [WaPo, NYT, LAT]

END
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MORNING HEADLINES

“Trump Won't Oppose Release of Search Warrant” [WSJ, NYT, WaPo, LAT]

“House Set to Pass Democrats’ Climate, Health and Tax Package” [WSJ, NYT, WaPo, LAT]
“With Western Funds Slow to Arrive, Ukraine Scrapes to Pay Its Soldiers” [WSJ, NYT]
“CDC loosens coronavirus guidance, signaling strategic shift” [WaPo, NYT, LAT]

US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE NEWS

AP: Garland asks court to unseal warrant for Mar-a-Lago search, Eric Tucker And Michael
Balsamo, August 11, 2022, 4:38 PM

The Justice Department is asking a federal court to unseal the warrant the FBI used to search the Mar-
a-Lago estate of former President Donald Trump, Attorney General Merrick Garland said Thursday,
acknowledging extraordinary public interest in the case about classified records. The request is striking
because such documents traditionally remain sealed during a pending investigation. But the Justice
Department appeared to recognize that its silence since the search had created a vacuum for bitter
verbal attacks by Trump and his allies, and that the public was entitled to the FBI's side about what
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prompted Monday’s action at the former president’'s home. [Continue Reading] See also: ABC, Axios,
BBC, Bloomberg, CBS, CNN, CNN-2, The Epoch Times, Financial Times, Fox, Guardian, The Hill,

Politico, USA Today, USA Today-2, WaPo, Washington Examiner, WSJ

NYT: Garland Calls Trump’s Bluff as Justice Department Moves to Unseal Warrant, Charlie
Savage, August 11, 2022, 10:00 PM

Attorney General Merrick B. Garland on Thursday called former President Donald J. Trump’s bluff. Ever
since the F.B.I. executed a search warrant at Mr. Trump’s Florida residence on Monday, Mr. Trump and
his supporters have been portraying the search as baseless and politically motivated. [Continue

Reading]

NYT: Here are the main takeaways from Garland’s statement on the Mar-a-Lago search, Glenn
Thrush , August 11, 2022, 7:00 PM

All week, former President Donald J. Trump’s allies pressed Attorney General Merrick B. Garland to
explain the basis for the search warrant federal agents had executed at Mr. Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
residence — and he refused to break the silence he wears like his unwrinkled, federal blue suit. On
Thursday, Mr. Garland finally responded, summoning the news media to a seventh-floor briefing room at
the headquarters of the Justice Department to offer a public rationale. The new information he provided
was extremely limited, and largely dependent on whether Mr. Trump’s lawyers choose to block the
release of the warrant and other documents sealed by a federal judge. [Continue Reading]

WaPo: [OPINION] Garland has a political duty to explain the circus perpetrated at Mar-a-Lago,
George F. Will, August 11, 2022, 6:39 PM

After his 2016 Supreme Court nomination, Merrick Garland, according to the New York Times, assured
senators that he did not have “a political bone” in his body. That seems to be true, unfortunately. His
current job as attorney general inescapably involves making judgments that are inherently political. They
involve exercising discretion about when to wield government power, and for what ends. [Continue

Reading]

WaPo: [OPINION] Merrick Garland’s surprise announcement calls the Trump-GOP bluff, Paul
Waldman and Greg Sargent, August 11, 2022, 6:12 PM

Since Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort was searched by FBI agents, Republicans have relentlessly
attacked the bureau, the Justice Department and Attorney General Merrick Garland for conducting a
supposed political vendetta. Unfortunately, too often the press has allowed their baseless accusations to
pollute this story, so a bizarre inversion of reality has been given nearly equal weight with known facts.

[Continue Reading]

WaPo: [OPINION] Garland is no gambler. My bet is he’s acting on more than a hunch, Michael
Gerson, August 11, 2022, 2:56 PM

The FBI’s search of Mar-a-Lago has created a logical tension at the center of American political life. An
attorney general known for prudence and the restoration of norms has acted in bold and unprecedented
fashion. If the FBI has been used as an instrument of political harassment — as some Republican
leaders allege, without evidence — then former judge Merrick Garland has become Mr. Hyde. Or, in the
typically restrained Republican translation, a Nazi. [Continue Reading] See also: Esquire, HuffPo, New

Republic

ABC: Garland puts pressure back on Trump as GOP targets Justice: The Note, Rick Klein, Averi
Harper, and Alisa Wiersema, August 12, 2022, 6:06 AM

For those inclined to think Attorney General Merrick Garland is playing chess to counter former
President Donald Trump’s checkers, consider how much easier it is to win at checkers. Consider as well
the extraordinary challenge Garland threw back to Trump — and not just with the decision his legal team
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now faces Friday about whether to stand in the way of public release of the search warrant and list of
items seized at Mar-a-Lago on Monday. [Continue Reading]

Fox: [OPINION] FBI weaponized by Biden Justice Department in campaign against Trump,
Michael R. Pompeo, August 12, 2022, 5:00 AM

On Monday night, Federal Bureau of Investigation officials raided former President Donald Trump’s
residence at Mar-a-Lago after following through on a search warrant. In so doing, a federal government
agency undertook the most severe and egregious action against a former president in the history of our
country. This raid goes far beyond an alleged need to recover documents and return them to the National

Archives. [Continue Reading]

Fox: Trump lawyer slams Merrick Garland's press conference on the FBI raid on Mar-a-Lago:
'Pathetic presser', Unattributed, August 12, 2022, 12:31 AM

Attorney for former President Donald Trump Christina Bobb reacted to Attorney General Merrick
Garland's press conference on the FBI's raid of Trump's Mar-a-Lago home on "The Ingraham Angle."
CHRISTINA BOBB: This is what the Democrats do. They don't have any good reason for doing what
they did. The pathetic presser that Merrick Garland held for three minutes was insufficient, so they had
to create fear. Normally, they should come out with exactly what happened, and why, and explain
themselves and if it was a good reason, they would have solid ground. They are not on solid ground.

[Continue Reading]

Fox: [OPINION] Merrick Garland wouldn't recommend approval for AG search warrant for
Unabomber's cabin: Former FBI official, Joshua Comins, August 11, 2022, 11:05 PM

Former FBI deputy assistant director of counterterrorism Terry Turchie said Attorney General Merrick
Garland wouldn't recommend approval for a search warrant for the Unabomber's cabin on Thursday's
"Jesse Watters Primetime." "I've never said this publicly, but I'll just tell you right now because it just
sickens me to watch and listen to Merrick Garland, because Merrick Garland was in charge of the
prosecution at DOJ of the Unabomber," Turchie said. "And | have to tell you something: He would not
recommend to the AG that our search warrant to get into Theodore Kaczynski's cabin be approved.”

[Continue Reading]

NBC: DOJ bets its future on how it handles the search of Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort, Ryan J.
Reilly, August 11, 2022, 10:11 PM

In approving the unprecedented search of former President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort, Justice
Department leaders have bet the house on their handling of an investigation that will have sweeping
implications for the future of both federal law enforcement and American democracy. Monday's
hourslong search of Trump's Florida resort in connection with an investigation into classified documents
that Trump is alleged to have kept on the property will reverberate in American politics for the
foreseeable future. [Continue Reading]

MSNBC, The Last Word: [VIDEO] ‘Merrick Garland Has Outsmarted Donald Trump At Every Turn’,
Lawrence O'Donnell, August 11, 2022, 10:00 PM

MSNBC'’s Lawrence O’Donnell explains how Attorney General Garland “has handled the most important
week of his life flawlessly” and says “Donald Trump has no idea what to say now with Merrick Garland
closing in on him.” [Watch]

ABC: Congressional Republicans call Garland's remarks on Mar-a-Lago search insufficient, Tal
Axelrod, August 11, 2022, 6:10 PM

Congressional Republicans were quick to pan Merrick Garland's Thursday remarks on the FBI search of
Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago -- calling the attorney general's comments insufficient and insisting the
Justice Department release more information behind the unprecedented raid even as Garland said he
wants the search warrant unsealed. But GOP lawmakers said the Justice Department's motion to unseal
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parts of the warrant would not cut it, demanding that more information behind the search's genesis was
needed given the gravity of the operation at a former president's home. [Continue Reading] See also:
Fox

MSNBC: [VIDEO] Garland praised for ‘speaking up’ as DOJ moves to make FBI Mar-a-Lago
search details public, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 11:00 PM

Donald Trump could reveal the details of the FBI Mar-a-Lago search right now, but he has not, leaving
the dangling question of, "why?" Now, the Department of Justice is moving to make that information
public. We also bring you fresh reporting on a subpoena from this past spring concerning sensitive
documents the FBI believed Trump was still improperly holding. Dr. Jason Johnson in for Joy Reid and
our panel of experts analyze this developing story on The ReidOut on MSNBC. [Watch]

NPR, Up First: [AUDIO] Mar-a-Lago Warrant, FBI Office Attacked, New CDC COVID Guidance,
August 12, 2022, 5:52 AM

Attorney General Merrick Garland has requested that the Mar-a-Lago search warrant be made public
(1:16). Violent rhetoric from the GOP fueled an attack on the Cincinnati FBI office (5:47). The CDC
relaxes COVID-19 guidance signaling a new phase of the pandemic (9:38). [Listen]

Politico: [OPINION] Why it took so long for Merrick Garland to go public, Myah Ward, August 11,
2022, 7:59 PM

Merrick Garland has broken his silence. In a five-minute afternoon presser, the attorney general revealed
that he personally approved of the decision to execute the search warrant at Mar-a-Lago on Monday,
and announced the Department of Justice’s decision to unseal portions of the warrant. The move comes
after three days of wall-to-wall media coverage and a massive outcry from Republicans who have
demanded more information about the search and why it was necessary. [Continue Reading]

Newsday: [EDITORIAL] Garland's position makes plain sense, Editorial Board, August 11, 2022,
7:42 PM

U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland’s terse but strong statement on Thursday regarding the search
of former President Donald Trump’s estate in Florida brought a brief and timely glimpse of light to a
muddled situation created by the former commander-in-chief himself. Yes, Garland approved the warrant
for federal agents to search Mar-a-Lago. No, the former federal appeals court judge did not take this
measure involving a former president lightly. And he made it clear that he won’t abide by “unfounded
attacks” on the FBI and Justice Department. [Continue Reading]

Politico: Merrick Garland calls Trump’s bluff, Kyle Cheney and Meridith McGraw, August 11, 2022,
7:11 PM

Donald Trump and his allies spent days pounding the Justice Department for executing a search warrant
at the former president’s Mar-a-Lago estate, whipping supporters into a frenzy and exploiting DOJ’s
characteristic secrecy by telling their own versions of events. Some even developed a rallying cry as
they attacked the department: Release the warrant! [Continue Reading]

Washington Times: Judicial group launches ads claiming Democrats endanger Supreme Court
justices, Alex Swoyer, August 11, 2022, 10:00 AM

A conservative judicial group launched a $10 million ad campaign this week claiming that Democrats are
endangering Supreme Court justices, and is targeting Attorney General Merrick Garland in its first ad.
Judicial Crisis Network's first cable and digital ad will launch Thursday in the Washington, D.C., market.
It claims that Mr. Garland cowered to a "woke mob” by refusing to enforce federal laws against
protesting in front of a justice’s home as an attempt to obstruct justice. [Continue Reading]

NATIONAL SECURITY
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Reuters: Ex-cop sentenced to more than 7 years in prison for role in storming U.S. Capitol, Sarah
N. Lynch, August 11, 2022, 4:53 PM

A former Virginia police sergeant who joined Donald Trump's supporters in storming the Capitol on Jan.
6, 2021, was sentenced to seven years and three months in prison on Thursday, a Justice Department
spokesperson said. A jury in April convicted Thomas Robertson, a former police sergeant for the town of
Rocky Mount, Virginia, of six criminal charges, including obstructing an official proceeding and obstruction
of justice. [Continue Reading] See also: Al Jazeera, AP, CNN, Forbes, NBC, NY Daily News, NYT,

Politico, WaPo, Washington Examiner, WJLA-ABC (Washington, DC), WSLS-NBC (Roanoke, VA)

Bloomberg: [OPINION] Bolton Plot Should Be a Warning on Iran Nuclear Talks, Bobby Ghosh,
August 11, 2022, 8:27 PM

The Iranian regime has a long, dishonorable history of assassination plots against dissidents and
detractors abroad, but commissioning a hit against a former US national security adviser represents a
raising of the bar in brazenness. The revelation that a member of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
attempted to have John Bolton murdered — on American soil, at that — should serve as a sobering
reminder for President Joe Biden of Tehran's depravity as he contemplates making a deal that will both
enrich and embolden those behind the plot. [Continue Reading] See also: MSNBC, Politico

WSJ: Man Who Brandished Rifle at Cincinnati FBI Office Killed in Standoff, Ben Kesling and Sadie
Gurman, August 11, 2022, 6:41 PM

A man armed with a rifle tried to break into the security screening area of the FBI’s Cincinnati field office
before fleeing the scene and being killed in a gunbattle with police, officials said. The man attempted to
breach the screening area at the office Thursday morning, the Federal Bureau of Investigation said. His
entry set off an alarm, and armed agents responded. He first fired a nail gun at law enforcement, then
brandished an AR-15-style rifle before fleeing in a Ford Crown Victoria, according to law enforcement
officials. He was reportedly wearing body armor. [Continue Reading] See also: Axios, BuzzFeed, CBS,
CNN, Daily Beast, Forbes, Fox, The Hill, NBC, NY Post, NYT, Politico, Reuters, USA Today, WaPo,
Washington Examiner

WTGS (Hardeeville, SC): Iragi man sentenced to federal prison for attempting to smuggle guns
through Savannah: DOJ, Parker Fluke, August 11, 2022, 4:00 PM

An Iragi national has been sentenced to federal prison after being convicted of attempting to smuggle
guns through the Port of Savannah, according to a release from the US Dept. of Justice. U.S. Attorney
for the Southern District of Georgia David Estes said Nihad Al Jaberi, 43, of Clarkston, received a
sentence of 94 months in prison. His charges included smuggling, failure to notify a common carrier and
submitting false or misleading export information. [Continue Reading]

CNN: Detailed accusations of Secret Service impeding Jan 6 investigation were scrapped from
report to Congress, Whitney Wild and Zachary Cohen, August 11, 2022, 7:00 PM

A memo detailing how federal investigators believed the Secret Service was impeding them from
obtaining key information about the agency's response to January 6, 2021, was significantly altered to
remove reference to nearly all those efforts before a final report was presented to lawmakers in June.
The memo's original language contained detailed descriptions from the Department of Homeland Security
Inspector General's office of the multiple ways the Secret Service stalled the watchdog's investigation
into the agency's actions before and during the Capitol riot, including erasing text messages from that
day. [Continue Reading] See also: Fox, Palitico

MAR-A-LAGO SEARCH

AP: Trump calls for ‘immediate’ release of Mar-a-Lago warrant, Eric Tucker and Michael Balsamo,
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August 12, 2022, 12:20 AM

Former President Donald Trump called late Thursday for the “immediate” release of the federal warrant
the FBI used to search his Florida estate, hours after the Justice Department had asked a court to
unseal the warrant, with Attorney General Merrick Garland citing the “substantial public interest in this
matter.” In messages posted on his Truth Social platform, Trump wrote, “Not only will | not oppose the
release of documents ... | am going a step further by ENCOURAGING the immediate release of those
documents.” He continued to assail the FBI search of Mar-a-Lago as “unAmerican, unwarranted and

WaPo: The status of key investigations involving Donald Trump, Matt Zapotosky, Matthew Brown,
Shayna Jacobs, Deviin Barrett and Jacqueline Alemany, August 11, 2022, 5:00 PM

Donald Trump is facing historic legal and legislative scrutiny for a former president, under investigation by
U.S. lawmakers, local district attorneys, a state attorney general and the Justice Department. Authorities
are looking into Trump and his family business for a medley of possible wrongdoing, including his actions
leading up to the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol and how he valued his various assets for loan and
tax purposes. The probes threaten Trump with criminal or financial penalties, or plain old public
embarrassment, as he remains a dominant presence in his party and weighs a 2024 bid to return to the
White House. Here’s a list of the key investigations and where they stand. [Continue Reading]

WaPo: FBI searched Trump’s home to look for nuclear documents and other items, sources say,
Deviin Barrett, Josh Dawsey, Perry Stein and Shane Harris , August 11, 2022, 2:16 PM

Classified documents relating to nuclear weapons were among the items FBI agents sought in a search
of former president Donald Trump’s Florida residence on Monday, according to people familiar with the
investigation. Experts in classified information said the unusual search underscores deep concern among
government officials about the types of information they thought could be located at Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
Club and potentially in danger of falling into the wrong hands. [Continue Reading] See also: CNN, CNN-
2, Forbes, HuffPost, MSNBC, Newsweek, Reuters, VOA, Washington Examiner, The Week, WXYZ-ABC

Detroit, Ml

WaPo: How agents get warrants like the one used at Mar-a-Lago, and what they mean, Perry
Stein, August 11, 2022, 12:00 PM

FBI agents executed a search warrant at former president Donald Trump’s Florida home on Monday,
taking about a dozen boxes of material after opening a safe and entering a padlocked storage area.
Trump and his allies have denounced the search as unlawful and politically motivated but provided no
evidence to back that up and have refused to share a copy of the warrant with the public. [Continue

Reading]

The Hill: Media outlets file motion to unseal entirety of DOJ’s records to search Mar-a-Lago,
Jared Gans, August 11, 2022, 8:41 PM

A group of four major media companies filed a motion on Thursday to unseal all court documents related
to the search warrant that the FBI executed at former President Trump’s Mar-a-Lago property on
Monday. The Washington Post, CNN, NBC News and E.W. Scripps Company filed the motion in the
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida to ask for documents pertaining to the search
warrant, including the search warrants themselves, the warrant application, “all probable cause affidavits
filed in support of the search warrant” and any motion to seal the “warrant-related records”, among other
things. [Continue Reading]

Insider: Trump talked his way into DOJ requesting release of records from Mar-a-Lago search,
Sonam Sheth, C. Ryan Barber, August 11, 2022, 2:16 PM

The Justice Department on Thursday asked a federal judge to unseal the search warrant and other
records related to the raid of Mar-a-Lago, the South Florida home and members-only club of former
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President Donald Trump. At a press conference, Attorney General Merrick Garland said the Justice
Department had taken the unusual step "in light of the former president's public confirmation of the
search, the surrounding circumstances, and the substantial public interest in this matter." The attorney
general also confirmed that he personally signed off on the pursuit of a warrant to search Trump's home.

[Continue Reading]

CRIMINAL LAW

AP: Dad gets home detention for bribing Georgetown coach, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 4:17
PM

A Pennsylvania man who pleaded guilty to bribing a Georgetown University tennis coach to get his
daughter into the school was sentenced Thursday to about a month in home detention. Robert Repella, a
former pharmaceutical executive, agreed to pay then-Georgetown tennis coach Gordon Ernst at least
$120,000 to have his daughter designated as a tennis recruit for the Washington D.C. university,
prosecutors said. [Continue Reading] See also: Daily Voice (Hampden, MA), Law360,

Bloomberg: US Capitol’s ‘600 Rooms’ Spurred Subpoena Confusion, Ex-Trump Aide Says in Jan.
6 Case, Sabrina Willmer, August 11, 2022, 11:14 AM

Former White House trade adviser Peter Navarro is arguing in his criminal contempt case that a
subpoena left out the room in which he was to testify before the US House committee investigating the
Jan. 6 Capitol riot. The Capitol building has 600 rooms and the subpoena didn’t specify which one,
Navarro’s lawyer John Rowley said at a hearing Thursday in federal court in Washington. He added that
the panel later changed the site of the deposition to a different building altogether. [Continue Reading]

Courier (Waterloo-Cedar Falls, IA): Man injured in 2020 gunfight sentenced on gun charges, Jeff
Reinitz, August 11, 2022, 9:00 PM

A man who was shot in the chest during a 2020 gunfight in Waterloo has been sentenced to prison on
weapons charges. Judge C.J. Williams sentenced Chad Edward Lee, 20, to up to eight years and four
months in federal prison during a Thursday hearing in U.S. District Court in Cedar Rapids. His prison time
will be followed by three years of supervised release. [Continue Reading]

Orlando Sentinel: Clermont cheerleading coach indicted for sexually assaulting minors he trained,
DOJ says, Amanda Rabines, August 11, 2022, 8:50 PM

The Clermont cheerleading coach who was arrested at his Winter Garden home for allegedly sexually
assaulting minors he trained is facing a possible life sentence after being indicted, according to the U.S.
Attorney’s Office of the Middle District of Florida. Vigiland D’Haiti, 40, has been charged with one count
of possessing images and videos of children being sexually exploited, one count of production of child
sexual abuse images and videos, and one count of enticement of a minor to engage in sexual activity.

[Continue Reading]

Baltimore Sun: After receiving time served in city, Baltimore arsonist sentenced in federal court
to 12 years for setting fire to ex-girlfriend’s home, Jessica Anderson, August 11, 2022, 6:18 PM

A Baltimore man who received a controversial sentence last year in the city for setting his ex-girlfriend’s
home on fire was sentenced Thursday to 12 years in federal prison. Luther Moody Trent, 22, pleaded
guilty in June to one count of malicious destruction in connection to a blaze at his ex-girlfriend’s house
where she and two others were inside. Trent admitted to pouring gasoline on her rowhouse at 1900
Linden Ave. on May 21, 2021, and lighting it. [Continue Reading]

Republican (Springfield, MA): Franklin Freddy Meave Vazquez sentenced to 19.5 years in prison
for killing crew mate with knife and hammer off coast of Massachusetts, Unattributed, August 11,
2022, 5:59 PM
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A scalloping ship crewmember who attacked three co-workers, killing one, was sentenced in Boston
federal court Thursday to 19 and a half years in prison after being convicted of murder in the 2018
incident off the coast of Massachusetts, officials said. Franklin Freddy Meave Vazquez, 31, was
sentenced by U.S. District Court Judge Allison D. Burroughs to 235 months in prison followed by three
years of supervised release, the United States Attorney’s Office said. [Continue Reading] See also:
Boston.com

Tennessean (Nashville, TN): Former T.J. Martel Foundation VP Melissa Goodwin faces prison time
in embezzlement scheme, Molly Davis, August 11, 2022, 5:51 PM

Melissa Goodwin was sentenced to four years in prison for embezzling more than $3.7 million from the
T.J. Martel Foundation for Cancer Research, U.S. Attorney Mark H. Wildasin announced Thursday.
Goodwin worked as the executive vice president and general manager of the foundation. She was
charged with wire fraud earlier this year and pleaded guilty to devising and operating a scheme to
defraud the foundation. [Continue Reading]

Columbian (Vancouver, WA): Vancouver man pleads guilty to federal charge of mail fraud, Becca
Robbins, August 11, 2022, 5:15 PM

A Vancouver man pleaded guilty Thursday to a federal charge of mail fraud in connection with a Ponzi
scheme that defrauded 32 investors of $4.3 million. Charles Richard Burgess, 66, is scheduled to be
sentenced Nov. 4 in U.S. District Court in Tacoma. He faces a potential maximum sentence of 20 years
in prison and a $250,000 fine. The charging information, filed Aug. 4, states that between 1995 and April
2021, Burgess sold investments in an unregistered investment vehicle that he called “the pool.” [Continue

Reading]

Providence Journal: U.S. Attorney: Pawtucket man videotaped kidnapping of man believed to be
police informant, Jack Perry, August 11, 2022, 4:45 PM

On Wednesday, a Pawtucket man pleaded guilty to drug and gun charges and admitted his role in the
violent kidnapping of a man he and others mistakenly believed had been cooperating with police, law-
enforcement officials in Massachusetts announced. Anthony Basilici, 39, pleaded guilty in U.S. District
Court to one count of conspiracy to distribute and to possess with intent to distribute 100 grams or more
of heroin, one count of possession and discharge of a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking crime,
one count of conspiracy to commit kidnapping and one count of conspiracy to obstruct justice by
retaliating against a witness, victim or informant, according to the U.S. Attorney's Office in
Massachusetts. [Continue Reading]

Baltimore Sun: Pasadena man, 21, pleads guilty to federal child pornography charge, Dan Belson,
August 11, 2022, 4:37 PM

A 21-year-old man pleaded guilty Thursday in U.S. District Court to a child pornography possession
charge, admitting that he used file sharing services to collect and distribute images of sexual abuse. The
charges against Raymond Martin Shamer |lI, of Pasadena, stem from a Department of Homeland
Security investigation into the former Massachusetts Maritime Academy student’s social media accounts,
which authorities said he used to upload and share child pornography files. [Continue Reading]

Birmingham News (Birmingham, AL): Bessemer kingpin sentenced to life in federal prison for
leading multi-million-dollar drug enterprise, Carol Robinson, August 11, 2022, 11:05 AM

A Bessemer man convicted under the federal drug “Kingpin” statute has been sentenced to life in prison.
Rolando Antuain Williamson, aka “Baldhead” and “Ball Head,” was found guilty in April.. [Continue

Reading]

KEPR-CBS (Pasco, WA): Kennewick drug trafficker sentenced to ten years in federal prison,
Sasha Terry, August 11, 2022, 10:00 PM
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On August 11th, the United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Washington, Vannessa R. Waldref
announced that 30-year-old Aurelio James Gonzalez of Kennewick has been sentenced in federal court
in Spokane for two counts of Distribution of Methamphetamine. Chief United States District Judge
Stanley A. Bastian sentenced Gonzales to a total of 120 months in federal prison and ordered Gonzales
to serve a five-year term of supervised release. [Continue Reading]

WKRN-ABC (Nashville, TN): ‘Horrendous’: Former Fort Campbell soldier, wife sentenced for child
pornography crimes, Stephanie Langston, August 11, 2022, 9:39 PM

Disturbing, unthinkable images shared between a former Fort Campbell soldier and his wife landed the
couple in federal prison. On Wednesday, Kara Adkins was sentenced to more than 20 years and Robert
Adkins was sentenced to 10 years for child pornography crimes. Robert Adkins was an automated
logistical specialist. He was a staff sergeant and served approximately 16 years. [Continue Reading]
See also: WTVC-ABC (Chattanooga, TN), WSMV-NBC (Nashville, TN), WTVF-CBS (Nashville, TN)

KGBT-CBS (Harlingen, TX): Penitas Mayor pleaded guilty to fraud, Alejandra Yanez, August 11,
2022, 8:31 PM

The mayor of Penitas pleaded guilty to fraud in connection with the La Joya Independent School District,
a release states. Rodrigo Lopez, 38 of Penitas, admitted that in 2018 he aided and abetted the La Joya
ISD athletic director in committing fraud against the district. [Continue Reading] See also: KRGV-ABC

(Weslaco, TX)

KIRO-CBS (Seattle, WA): Des Moines identity thief indicted for bank fraud on the run; stole more
than $100K over 3 years, Unattributed, August 11, 2022, 8:12 PM

A 48-year-old Des Moines woman is being sought by law enforcement after escaping from federal
agents when they tried to arrest her Thursday morning, U.S. Attorney Nick Brown’s office announced.
Jennifer Suazo, also known as Jennifer Esperanza, was indicted by a grand jury for five counts of bank
fraud and two counts of aggravated identity theft. [Continue Reading]

WRIC-ABC (Petersburg, VA): Man sentenced for threatening public officials in Norfolk, Dina
Weinstein, August 11, 2022, 8:09 PM

A New York man was sentenced today to more than nine years in federal prison for mailing threatening
letters to a federal law enforcement officer with the Naval Criminal Investigative Service and to a federal
prosecutor, according to a release from the U.S. Department of Justice. In 2021, 29-year-old Brock
Beeman sent multiple threatening letters from prison to government employees associated with a
separate criminal prosecution of Beeman in Norfolk. [Continue Reading]

WKYC-NBC (Cleveland, OH): Las Vegas man charged for running Ponzi scheme that bilked
Northern Ohioans, others out of